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Biographical Note

Aaron Robert “Babe” Schwartz, Texas state senator, lawyer, and professor, was born
to Russian immigrant parents in Galveston, Texas on July 17, 1926. He married wife Marilyn
in July 1951. They have four sons, twelve grandchildren, and two great grandchildren. He
grew up on Galveston Island and held numerous jobs involving the water and the beach,
including working as a beach chair rentalist and lifeguard. After graduating from Ball High
School in Galveston he attended Texas A&M University for two semesters, but decided
leave the university and enlist in the Navy from 1944-1946. After WWII he returned to
Texas A&M University, changed his major to pre-law, and graduated in 1948.


mailto:LIBRARY@tamug.edu

Schwartz attended the University of Texas School of Law from 1948-1951. As a
student he worked for the chief clerk for the Texas House of Representative and the
Legislative Council, giving Schwartz his first introduction to the state Legislature. After
graduating, Schwartz returned to Galveston to work in the Galveston County attorney’s
office as a prosecutor from 1951 to 1955, but returned to Austin as an elected
Representative. He was elected to the Texas House of Representatives from 1955-1959.
During a special election he won a seat in the Texas senate and served from 1960 until
1981, when he lost the election to friend Buster Brown.

In 1996 Schwartz began teaching courses at the University of Houston Law Center,
where he was hired as an adjunct professor. For the fall semesters of 1996 and 1997 he
taught Legislation. During the fall semesters from 1998-2004 he taught Ocean and Coastal
Law at U of H. For three semesters, including the spring 2004 semester, he taught Ocean
and Coastal Law in person and over video as a visiting lecturer at Texas A&M Corpus Christi
and at Texas A&M Galveston. Schwartz also taught Ocean and Coastal Law at the University
of Texas at Austin Law School during the fall 2009 semester.

Since 1981 he has served as a lobbyist, which includes lobbying for
environmental projects and causes. Schwartz is well known for his protection of the Open
Beaches Act, which protects public access to state beaches. He is also known for creation of
the Windstorm Insurance Program, the Oil Spill Bill, and his protection of the coastal
environment which includes and wetland, dune, and pollution protection. He later helped
to create the Sea Grant Program at Texas A&M and contributed to the formation of Texas
A&M University at Galveston, in addition to assisting in the creation of numerous other
organizations and educational institutes. Schwartz currently lives in Austin, Texas with his
wife Marilyn.

1926- Born in Galveston, Texas

1948 Graduated from Texas A&M College Station

1951 Graduated from the University of Texas at Austin Law School
1951 Married wife Marilyn Cohn Schwartz

1955-1959 Member of the Texas House of Representatives

1960-1981 Member of the Texas Senate

1996-2004  Adjunct Professor at the University of Houston Law School, fall semesters
(1996-1997, Legislation Course; 1998-2004, Ocean and Coastal Law Course)

2004-? Taught Ocean and Coastal Law at Texas A&M Corpus Christi and Texas A&M
Galveston (MARS 689) concurrently.
2009 Taught Ocean and Coastal Law at The University of Texas at Austin Law

School during the fall semester
Sources:
Todd, David (Interviewer) & A.R. “Babe” Schwartz (Interviewee). (20 June 1997). Retrieved from the Texas
Legacy Project website: http://www.texaslegacy.org/m/transcripts/schwartzbabetxt.html

Jessica Schoenbaechler (Interviewer) & A.R. “Babe” Schwartz (Interviewee). (20 January 2006). Retrieved from
the Texas Legacy Project website: http://www.texaslegacy.org/bb/transcripts/schwartzbabetxt2.html

Hiney, Jim. (2002) Champion of the Little Guy. Texas Shores, 35(1), 4-12.
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A.R. “Babe” Schwartz Biographical Sketch. Box 1, Series 2. Aaron Robert “Babe” Schwartz papers. Jack K.
Williams Library, Archives and Manuscripts, Texas A&M University at Galveston, Galveston, TX.

Scope and Content Note

The collection consists of papers produced or collected by Schwartz. It primarily
documents subjects related to his local and coastal activism in the Galveston county area
and his time as a professor teaching a both a Legislation course and an Ocean and Coastal
Law course. The papers mainly consist of correspondence, reports, articles, photographs,
publications, ephemera, court cases, and a scrapbook. The collection is divided into seven
series: correspondence, teaching files, organizations and committees, subject files, printed
materials, Patricia Gray files, and photographs.

Subjects covered include the Open Beaches Act, coastal management, erosion, oil
spills, and wetlands. Organizations include the Galveston Bay Foundation, the National
Ocean and Atmospheric Administration, The Texas Coastal Coordination Council, and the
Interim Committee on Coastline Rehabilitation. The course material covers the Legislation
course taught at U of H and the Ocean and Coastal Law course taught at U of H, Texas A&M
Corpus Christi, and Texas A&M Galveston.

Related Collections:

Items related to his legislative career are housed in the Galveston and Texas History Center
at the Rosenberg Library in Galveston, Texas.
http://www.gthcenter.org/collections/mscrpt/S/manS.htm

Schwartz has also donated a collection of personal books housed in Jack K. Williams Library
special collections.

https://repositories.tdl.org/tamug-
ir/bitstream/handle/1969.3/28737/schwartz%20bibliography.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y

Organization of the Papers

Series 1. Correspondence
Subseries 1. Schwartz Correspondence
Subseries 2. Miscellaneous Correspondence

Series 2. Teaching Files
Subseries 1. Legislation Course 5397, University of Houston
Subseries 2. Coastal and Ocean Law Course
Subseries 3. Course Handouts

Series 3. Organizations and Committees
Subseries 1. Galveston Bay Foundation
Subseries 2. National Ocean and Atmospheric Administration
Subseries 3. Texas Coastal Coordination Council

Series 4. Subject Files
Subseries 1. Coastal Studies Program Materials
Subseries 2. Coastal TX2020 Plan
Subseries 3. East Beach Project (wetland mitigation)
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Subseries 4. Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG)
Subseries 5. Minnie B. Feinman, et al vs. State of Texas
Subseries 6. Qil Spill
Subseries 7. Open Beaches Act
Subseries 8. Public Trust Doctrine
Subseries 9. Shoreline Control, Beach Erosion, and Coastal Zone
Management
Subseries 10. Texas Windstorm Insurance
Subseries 11. Miscellaneous
Series 5. Printed Materials
Subseries 1. Magazine Clippings
Subseries 2. Newsletters and Publications
Subseries 3. Newspaper Clippings
Subseries 4. Printouts
Series 6. Patricia Grey Files
Subseries 1. Patricia Gray Correspondence
Subseries 2. Patricia Gray Binder
Series 7. Photographs
Subseries 1. Photo Books
Subseries 2. Loose Photos and Reproductions
Subseries 3. William Howard Clayton Scrapbook
Series 8. Awards and Recognition
Subseries 1. Awards
Subseries 2. Plaques

Restrictions

Access: No restrictions.

Usage Restrictions: Access to fragile materials may be limited. Some materials
contain personally identifiable information and have been redacted. Some materials may
not be reproduced and travel to the collection may be necessary. Contact Jack K. Williams
library for more information.

Administration Information

Provenance: Collection donated by Aaron Robert “Babe” Schwartz on May 9,
2014.
Rights: Copyright is retained by the authors of items in these papers, or

their descendants, as stipulated by United States copyright law.
Processed by: Alexandra Mitchell and Josh Anklam, 2015.



Detailed Description of the Collection

Box 1

Series 1: Correspondence

Arranged by correspondent, then by year within each folder in two subseries.

These are the correspondence files involving Schwartz. These include correspondence to
and from him, as well as e-mails where he was cc’d. Correspondence not directly involving
him was included in his papers and cover subjects such as open beach access. Any relevant
attachments were left with the correspondence. The correspondence files are in the form
of e-mail, typed letters, handwritten notes, and faxes. Subjects covered include the Open
Beaches Act and the fight over Galveston’s beaches, beach erosion, and geotubes. For
other correspondence files researchers may want to consult Series 2 (Teaching Files) for
information about the creation and format of courses taught and Series 6 (Patricia Gray) for
correspondence involving Patricia Gray, Chet Brooks, and the Interim Committee on
Coastline Rehabilitation.

1.1 Schwartz Correspondence
1.1.1 To Schwartz, 1967, 1998, 1999, 2001-2006, undated
1.1.2 From Schwartz, 1999-2006

1.2 Miscellaneous Correspondence
1.2.1 Miscellaneous Correspondence, 2000-2004, 2006

Series 2: Teaching Files

Arranged by class title with an additional subseries for course handouts in three subseries.
Material relating to the courses Schwartz taught at the University of Houston Law School,
Texas A&M Corpus Christi, and Texas A&M Galveston. This series is organized into three
subseries and includes the courses taught and course handouts. This series includes
correspondence about the creation and success of these courses, syllabi, lesson plans, and
supplemental materials for the courses. The course handouts came from binders labeled
MARS, which indicates an A&M Galveston course number. We cannot confirm the classes
or locations where the course handout materials were used, so they are divided by subject
and added to the course handouts subseries. A few packets of supplemental materials
were stapled to lesson plans. Attached materials were removed and organized with the rest
of the collection by subject.

2.1 2 Legislation Course 5397, University of Houston

Schwartz taught two courses at the University of Houston Law Center. Legislation
was taught during the fall semesters of 1996 and 1997. There is limited information
about course materials and lesson plans.

2.1.1 U of H course correspondence, 1995-1997, undated



2.1.2 Syllabus and course materials, 1996-1997, undated
2.1.3 Course handouts

2.1.4 Final exam, 1996

2.1.5 Course Evaluations, 1996

2.2 Coastal and Ocean Law Course

This course, titled Ocean and Coastal Law, was taught at the University of Houston
Law Center from 1998-2004 and The University of Texas at Austin Law School during
the fall 1999 semester. It was also taught at the Texas A&M Corpus Christi and
Galveston campuses during the spring 2004 semester, in addition to two other
semesters (dates unknown). Lesson plans are organized by date, if listed. For
identical lesson plans taught on multiple dates, the range of dates can be found
written in pencil on the back of the plan. These notations were added by staff.

2.2.1 Coastal and Ocean Law Course Correspondence, 2004

2.2.2 Syllabus and Lesson Plans, 2000, 2003-2004, undated

2.2.3 Final exam questions and examples, 2001, 2003-2004

2.2.4 Exams, TAMUCC/TAMUG, 2004

2.2.5 Ocean and Coastal Law evaluations (U of H), 1996, 2002-2004

2.3 Course Handouts

Organized alphabetically, by subject. These course handouts were primarily in
folders and binders labeled Ocean and Coastal Law. Ports, Cases, and Fisheries are
folder labels created by Schwartz and were transferred over to new folders.

2.3.1 Beach nourishment

2.3.2 Bills (some OVERSIZE-Box 10)
2.3.3 Cases (some OVERSIZE-Box 10)
2.3.4 Coastal Management Programs
2.3.5 Erosion

2.3.6 Fisheries

Box 2
2.3.7 Geotubes
2.3.8 La Salle Exploration
2.3.9 Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG)
2.3.10 Natural Disasters
2.3.11 Natural Resources Codes
2.3.12 Open Beaches
2.3.13 Policies
2.3.14 Pollution
2.3.15 Ports
2.3.16 Subsidence



Box 3
2.3.17 Wetlands
2.3.18 Miscellaneous

Series 3: Organizations and Committees
Arranged alphabetically in three subseries. This series includes publications, papers,
reports, and meeting minutes.

3.1 Galveston Bay Foundation
3.1.1 Galveston Bay Foundation, 2000
3.2 National Ocean and Atmospheric Administration
3.2.1. NOAA Materials, 1993, 1996, 2003, undated
3.2.2 NOAA Folder
3.3 Texas Coastal Coordination Council
3.3.1 Strategic Plan, 2000-2005
3.3.2 Texas Administrative Codes
3.3.3 Meeting, December 2, 1999
3.3.4 Meeting, September 13, 2001
3.3.5 Meeting, October 19, 2001
3.3.6 Meeting, November 12, 2001
3.3.7 Meeting, September 18, 2003
3.3.8 Meeting, February 12, 2004

Box 4
3.3.9 Meeting, September 9, 2004
3.3.10 Executive Committee Special Meetings, 2002
3.3.11 Coastal Management Program Grants Program, 2006
3.3.12 Miscellaneous Papers, 2001-2002

Series 4: Subject Files

Arranged alphabetically by subject in eleven subseries. The subject files include subjects
important to Schwartz or subjects that he collected materials about. They were not found
with the course materials and were therefore put in the subject files. Shoreline control,
beach erosion, and coastal zone management and Minnie B. Feinman, et al vs. State of
Texas, and Oil Spill are labels created by Schwartz. The remaining labels were created by
the processor. Oversized materials subseries 4.4, Minnie B. Feinman et al vs. State of Texas
are located in oversized materials box 10.

4.1 Coastal Studies Program Materials
4.1.1 Texas A&M University, 2000-2001, undated
4.1.2 The University of Texas at Port Aransas, 2000-2001
4.1.3 TAMUG

4.2 Coastal TX 2020 Plan



4.2.1 Coastal Texas 2020
4.3 East Beach Project (wetland mitigation)
4.3.1 Permits, 1999
4.3.2 Endangered species assessment excerpts, 1997
4.3.3 Mitigation plan, 1997
4.3.4 Delineation, 1997
4.3.5 Miscellaneous wetlands
4.4 Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG)
4.4.1. Liquefied natural gas reports, 2003-2004
4.5 Minnie B. Feinman, et al vs. State of Texas
4.5.1 Case correspondence, 1985-1986
4.5.2 Briefs, 1985

Box 5

4.5.3 Appellee materials, 1986
4.5.4 Motion for leave to file brief as Amici curiae, 1985
4.5.5 Exhibit A
4.5.6 Opinion of Feinman v. Texas, 1986
4.5.7 Feinman v. Texas motion granted, 1986 (OVERSIZE-Box 10)
4.5.8 Motion of leave regarding Amici Curate, 1984 (OVERSIZE-Box 10)
4.5.9 Brief of Peter A. Bowman, 1984 (OVERSIZE-Box 10)
4.5.10 Related materials, undated (OVERSIZE-Box 10)
4.6 Oil Spill
4.6.1 Oil Spill Prevention and Response Act, 1991
4.6.2 Oil Spill Prevention and Response Program materials
4.6.3 Oil Spill Response Act related materials, 1993, probably 2000
4.6.4 Oil spill information, 1990, 1998-1999, 2001, undated
4.7 Open Beaches Act
4.7.1 Beach access materials
4.8 Public Trust Doctrine
4.8.1 A Model Curriculum for the Public Trust Doctrine
4.9 Shoreline Control, Beach Erosion, and Coastal Zone Management
4.9.1 Erosion papers, 1985, 2003
4.9.2 HB 2454
4.9.3 National Assessment of Shoreline Change, 2004
4.9.4 Reports, 1997, 2001
4.9.5 Texas General Land Office, 2006
4.9.6 Miscellaneous, 2004, undated
4.10 Texas Windstorm Insurance
4.10.1 Windstorm/Catastrophe Insurance papers, 1996, 2006, undated
4.10.2 Texas Windstorm Insurance Association (legislative briefing), 2001
4.11 Miscellaneous
4.11.1 International Baseline Data Coding System



Series 5: Printed Materials

Arranged by type of material in three subseries. The printed materials include newspaper
clippings, newsletters and publications, and printouts. The printouts include mailings,
information packets, and pamphlets and cover a variety of topics.

5.1 Magazine Clippings
5.1.1 Magazine clippings

Cartwright, Gary. “That Sinking Feeling.” Texas Monthly Sept. 2005:
158-162, 168.

Chadwick, Douglas H. “Blue Refuges: U.S. National Marine
Sanctuaries.” National Geographic Mar. 1998: 2-31.

Chadwick, Douglas H. “Evolution of Whales.” National Geographic
Nov. 2001: 65-77.

Doyle, Rodger. “By the Numbers: U.S. Wetlands.” Scientific American
Jun. 1998: 24-25.

Ellison, Katherine. “Marking a Watershed Moment.” Native Plants
Summer 2003: 17-23

Glass, Pamela. “Spill Proof? OPA ‘90 Has Fostered a Culture Change
Among Vessel Operators.” Work Boat Sept. 203: 36-41.

Goldberg, Alisha R. “Galveston Bay Oyster Gardening.” Soundings
Spring 2000.

Holdsworth, Ann. “Birds Beat Bullets.” Fiscal Notes Aug. 2004: 8-9.

Holmes, Mark D. “What about My Beach House? A Look at the
Takings Issue as Applied to the Texas Open Beaches Act.”
Houston Law Review Spring 2003: 119-146.

Mann, Dave. “It Pays to Pollute: How ExxonMobil Skirts Clean Air
Laws in Baytown.” The Texas Observer 23 Apr. 2004: 4-7.

Miller, Matthew. “The Best Islands Close to Home.” Islands July/Aug.
2009: 78-86.

Mitchell, John G. “In the Wake of the Spill.” National Geographic Mar.
1999: 96-117.

Moize, Elizabeth A. “Deep in the Heart of Texans: Austin.” National
Geographic June 1990: 50-71.

Nickens, T. Edward. “Saving Atchafalaya.” Smithsonian Nov. 2003: 92-
98.

Roberts, David. “Sieur de la Salle’s Fateful Landfall.” Smithsonian Apr.
1997: 41-52.

Seale, Avrel. “Water World.” The Alcalde Nov/Dec 2001: 46-55.

Shields, Clint. “Ghost of a Coast.” Fiscal Notes Nov. 2004: 8-9.

Shields, Clint. “Power in the Gulf.” Fiscal Notes June 2006: 1, 10.

Staton, Suzanne. “The Coast is Clearing.” Fiscal Notes Aug. 2005: 12-
13.

Todhunter, Andrew. “Diving into the Wreck.” Preservation July/Aug.
1996: 61-65.



Trotter, Richard Clayton. “The Endangered Species Act: Species
Protection or Federal Land Use Control?” Veritas July 2001:
27-36.

Weidensaul, Scott. “Across the Gulf on a Wing and a Prayer.” Nature
Conservancy Magazine Spring 2004: 34-41.

5.2 Newsletters and Publications
5.2.1 Texas Register: Oysters and Shrimp, 2000
5.2.2 Miscellaneous Publications
Coastal Connection. 9 Mar. 2004.
Fiscal Notes. Oct. 2003.
GBF Gazette. Jan/Feb. 2004
GBF Gazette. June/July 2004
GBF Gazette. Aug/Sept. 2004.
GBF Gazette. Apr/May 2006.
Gulf Crossings. Fall 2002.
Interim News. 30 Apr. 2002.
Soundings. Fall 2001.
Soundings. Summer 2002.
Soundings. Vol.14: Issue 1.
Southwest Fisheries Science Center. Jan/Feb. 1993.
Texas Wetland News and Wetland Conservation Plan Update. Jan.
2005.
Tuesday Letter. Spring 1999.
Tuesday Letter. Fall 1999.
The Trust for Public Land. Spring 2008.
USDA Farm Service Agency Brazoria-Galveston County Newsletter.
Sept. 2004.
Wetlands Law & Regulation Report. Apr. 2004.
5.2.3 CSO Weekly Report 2004
5.2.4 CSO Weekly Report 2005
5.2.5 CSO Weekly Report 2006
5.2.6 CSO Special Alert 11/22/2004 & 11/24/2004

Box 6

5.3 Newspaper Clippings
5.3.1. Beach development
5.3.2 Beach erosion
5.3.3 Dead zones
5.3.4 Endangered species
5.3.5 Fishing
5.3.6 Floods
5.3.7 Incomplete articles



5.3.8 Insurance

5.3.9 Legislative articles

5.3.10 Liquefied natural gas (LNG)
5.3.11 Marine sanctuaries

5.3.12 Miscellaneous

5.3.13 Qil

5.3.14 Open Beaches Act

5.3.15 Pollution/contamination
5.3.16 Ports

5.3.17 Storms

5.3.18 Storms (outside Galveston)
5.3.19 TAMUG

5.3.20 Wetlands

Box 7
5.4 Printouts
5.4.1 Pamphlets, assorted topics, 2000, 2001, undated
5.4.2 Mailings received by Babe Schwartz, 2000-2001, 2003-2005, undated
5.4.3 Miscellaneous information packets
5.4.4 Miscellaneous printouts, 2002, undated
5.5 England Maritime Vacation Materials
5.5.1 England maritime booklets
Nelson & Victory
The Great Guns of HMS Victory
Maritime Greenwich
The Cutty Sark
The Mary Rose: A Guide
The Mary Rose: Her Wreck and Rescue
5.5.2 Postcards and attraction tickets/brochures, 1988

Series 6: Patricia Gray Files

Arranged in original order in two subseries. Material received or collected by Patricia Gray.
This material came from a binder labeled Patricia Gray and came in with the rest of the
Schwartz materials. Original order of materials and divider labels have been maintained.
Labels for correspondence and loose papers were the only labels created by the processor.
The correspondence to and from Chet Brooks was included in the Patricia Gray Binder, and
therefore has been left with the rest of the binder materials. There is also a letter to Peter
Bowman from Patricia Gray concerning the Minnie B. Feinman case.

Patricia Gray served six terms in the Texas House of Representatives, from 1992-2003. She
was a member of the Interim Committee on Coastline Rehabilitation, and these materials
are primarily related to this committee. She was also one of the attorneys for the
appellants in the Minnie B. Feinman v. Texas case.



6.1 Patricia Gray Correspondence
6.1.1 To Patricia Gray, 1985-1986
6.1.2 From Patricia Gray, 1985-1986
6.1.3 To Chet Brooks, 1986
6.1.4 From Chet Brooks, 1986
6.2 Patricia Gray Binder
6.2.1 Interim Committee on Coastline Rehabilitation, 1985
6.2.2 S.R. No. 4, May 29, 1985
6.2.3 Beach Study Summary
6.2.4. Open Beach Act
6.2.5 Briefing Papers, 1985, undated
6.2.6 Barrier Island Task Force (Federal), 1985, undated
6.2.7 Notes, 1985, 1986, undated
6.2.8 Loose papers

Box 8

Series 7: Photographs

Arranged in three subseries. Photos were removed from their original photo albums and
moved to folders with labels that indicate which aloum they were taken from. Very few of
the photographs have subjects or descriptions indicated. Loose photos and reproductions
were removed from envelopes.

7.1 Photo Books

The black photo album has four photographs of Galveston Island. One photographs
has the date '98 written on the back. Topics include Bermuda Beach, Seascape and
Dellanera, Dellanera Park geotube, eroded geotube, new sand dune, and Jamaica
Beach. The purple album has labels that include Karisma House, numerous photos
labeled '98, Pirates Beach, east end of Spanish Grant, and one photo labeled 2002.
The blue photo album includes the labels geotube and sand sock. One picture is
labeled '98. These subjects and dates are not necessarily inclusive of all subjects and
dates, but indicate labels written on the back of photographs.

7.1.1 Black Photo Album, 1998, undated

7.1.2 Black Photo Album, continued, 1998, undated
7.1.3 Purple Photo Album, 1998, 2002, undated
7.1.4 Blue Photo Album, 1999, 2000, undated

7.2 Loose Photos and Reproductions

These photos were found in envelopes or are photocopies. Photos in envelopes
were moved to folders and the labels from the envelopes were transferred to the
folder. Miscellaneous photos includes a photo of the ship that Schwartz served on
during his time with the military.

7.2.1 Aerial printouts



7.2.2 Sand sock-Pirates Beach; Sea Escape
7.2.3 Surfside 1999, 2000, undated
7.2.4 Miscellaneous photos

Series 8: Awards and Recognition
This series contains his recognition for the day he was acting Governor and the resolution
from the Texas House of Representatives for the Bob Eckhardt Coastal Achievement Award.

8.1 Awards and Recognition
8.1.1 Awards
8.2 Plaques
8.1.2. Galveston Sheriff Beach Patrol- awarded to Babe and Marilyn
(OVERSIZE-Box 11)

Box 9 (oversize scrapbook box)

Series 7, continued

7.3 William Howard Clayton scrapbook, 1971-1987
William H. Clayton served as president of Texas A&M Galveston. The William
Howard Clayton scrapbook contains newspaper articles, primarily concerning the
creation, activities, and Texas Clipper voyages of what is now known as Texas A&M
University at Galveston. The school has been known as the Texas Maritime
Academy and Moody College. Of particular interest is an article titled “Schwartz to
Introduce Bill Calling for TAMU at Galveston Designation” from 11/11/1979. The
scrapbook also contains mentions of Schwartz’s wife, Marilyn Schwartz.

*Note: Box 10 contains oversize materials from Series 2 and Series 4. Box 11 contains
oversize plaques from Series 8.



