Job Report

James R, Stevens
Marine Biologist

Project No.: M-1-R-1 Date February 1, 1960

Project Name: Fisheries Survey of Area M-1,

Period Govered: February 1, 1959 to January 31, 1960, Job No. A-3

Study of the Menhaden Fishery of Area M-1

Objectives: To make a study of the menhaden fishery to include the economic
aspects of the operation, the annual catch, per cent of the catch made up by
game fish, techniques used in fishing and the uses of the products.

Procedure: It was originally planned to make trips on the menhaden boats
to measure catches and determine the number of game species taken, but the time
required for such study prohibited this being accomplished,

The work accomplished on this job was limited to frequent visits to the
Plants to observe the unloading of the catches and to speak with plant personnel
concerning catches and any new technigues being used.

Findings: There are at present two menhaden plants operating in Texas.

One, Texas Menhaden, is located at Sabine and the other, Quinn Menhaden, is

located on Highway 87 between Port Arthur and Sabine. The boats operated by

these two companies work in the adjacent Gulf waters in both Texas and Louisiana.
An application for the construction of a third fish plant was made during

the year, but neither the applicant's identity nor the type plant to be con-
structed was learned. ' '

During visits to the plants, no game fish were observed in any of the
catches being unloaded. The writer was informed by plant personnel that normally,
when game f£ish are taken in nets, they are used as food by the crew.

In the line of new equipment, it was learned that in the 1960 fishing season
Texas Menhaden will introduce the use of fishing boats with refrigerated holds.
These boats will be larger than those presently in use and will allow the fisher-
men to stay out of port longer without fear of losing their catch to spoilage.
Such boats are already in use in other states.

A graph was prepared giving total annual catches of menhaden for the years
1932 through 1959. As can be seen from this graph, 1959 was a very successful
geason for the menhaden fishermen. The 1959 total catch shows an increase of
nearly 40 million pounds over 1958. Another graph was prepared which gives the
total catches per month for the 1959 season. (See Graphs I and I1)
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Graph 1
Annual Menhaden Catch, 1952-1959.
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Graph II Monthly Menhaden Catch,
1959 Season.
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