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' HANDBOOK OF THE LAFFITE SOCIETY

How to Find OutAbout fean and Pierre Laffite
And the Laffite SocietY!

This Handbook was compiled in support of the program given at the Laffite Society

general meeting on fanuary 10,2017. Links, phone numbers, email addresses, and

other specifics are correct as of the date of the presentation. Note that these are

subjectto change in the future.

Much of the material in this Handbook is representative of what our resources have

to offer. The contents are by no means exhaustive. Please take a look at all these

resources, just to broaden your knowledge of our subject matter.

I hope you keep this Handbook for reference when you need to find out information

on the brothers Laffite or about the Society and how it operates.

ruR@
Helen D. Mooty
Programs Director

As offanuary 10,20t7
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Table of Contents
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The Lffite Society Chronicles

1. The Lafrte Society Chronicles

1.1. Dan Cote, Editor and Publications Director {409-740-1680,
dancotel@comcastnet)

1.2. Published bi-annually

1.3. Available

1.3.1. Copy given to each member when published

1".3.2. Archived at Laffite Society Archives, curated at Texas A&M University
Galveston (TAMUG) Iibrary

1.3.3. Available on-line from TAMUG Laffite Society Archives
https: //repositories.tdl.orgltamug-ir/handle/196 9.3 I 2857 7

1.4. Includes -

1,.4.1. Abstracts of Monthly Programs

1.4.2. Articles of Interest

1.4.3. Minutes of Meetings

1.4.4. Photos from Events

As ofJanuary t0,20L7
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By James Bevill ...... . ... ...3
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@ 2008 By The Laffite Society. All rights reserved. Except for brief citations accompanied by proper
attribution, no part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in
any forrn or by any means-electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise-without the

written permission of The Laffite Society.

The Laffite Society
Post Office Box 1325

Galveston, Texas 77 553-1325
http : I I thelaffite s o c i ety. c o m
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Official Laffite Society Archives

2. Official Laffite SocietyArchives

2.1. Archivists
. Ianlohnson (409-457-57$4,ianigal@aol.com) and
. Gene Bindhammer (409-457-SMS,genebin@aol.com)

2.2. Dave Baca, TAMUG Library Director (bacad@tamug.edu)

2.3. Laura McElfresh and Alexandra Mitchell, Collection Services Experts,
TAMUG Library (4A9-7 40-4560)

2.4. Avallable at Texas A&M University Galveston (TAMUG) Library

2.4.1,. Accessible on-line : https: /lrepositories.tdl.org/tamug-
irlhandle / 19 69.3 / ZA57 7

2.4.2. Not for checkout

2.4.3. Viewing the actual documents is by request to librarian

2.5. Includes -

2.5.L. List of contents at https: / /repositories.tdl.org/tamug-
irlhandle I t9 69.3 I 2857 7

As oflanuary 10,2017





Texas A&M University at Galveston
Jack K. Williams Library

Laffite Society
An lnventory of the Organization Records & Research Files

Creator: Laffite Society
Title: Organization Records & Research Files

Date: L976-
Abstract: Organized in 1975 as the Laffite Study Group by a group of historians, it

reorganized in 1994 as the Laffite Society in Galveston, Texas, as a study

and social group researching the lives, descendants and associates of
privateer brothers Jean and Pierre Laffite who lived on Galveston lsland,

L8L7-L82L.
The records include the publications of both organizations, membership

rosters, programs and copies of presentations, photographs and other
materials. ln addition, members and historians have contributed

research files containing copies of articles and correspondence pertaining

to facts and myths about the Laffites. They include information about

descendants of the Laffites; friends and associates of their group;

significant locales and topics of interest, such as slavery, piracy,

privateering; connections in Louisiana, France, Mexico, and South

America; and political associations dating from the War of L8t2, Andrew
Jackson, Napoleon and manY others.

Location: MC020

Size: 6 cubic feet.
Repository: Jack K. Williams Library, Archives and Manuscripts, Texas A&M University

at Galveston. Phone: 409-740-4560; Email: LIBRARY@tamuq.edu

Donor: The Laffite SocietY,2O12.

HtsToRr cAL/BloG RAPH ICAL I N FORMATION

First established as the Laffite Study Group in L975, this non-profit organization grew out of
the correspondence of interested historians Jane Lucas DeGrummond, John L. Howells, Sue

Thompson and Robert C. Vogel. They planned to publish a series of occasional papers focused

on piratesfprivateers Jean and Pierre Laffite's role in American history, folklore and literature.



Texas A&M University at Galveston

Jack K. Williams Library

Laffite Society Organization Records

MC2O

The first installment, The Life and Times of lean Laffite, was published in 1976 with more to
follow in succeeding years. Additional publications were added until 1990. The membership,

essentially the mailing list for the publications, had grown into an international group. After a

few years of inactivity, a new organization grew out of the old. ln L994, The Laffite Society of
Galveston formed a board and continued to collect and compile information about the Laffite

brothers, Jean and Pierre, their descendants and contemporaries which they publish in the
Laffite Society Chronicles.

Jean Laffite 1ca.1776-ca.1823) and his older brother Pierre Laffite were French pirates and

privateers in the Gulf of Mexico in the early 19th century. Though historical characters, the

facts of their lives were surrounded by myth and legend. Few facts about their birth or arrival

in the New World are absolute. "By the fall of 1809 the Laffites had a modest smuggling

operation wellfounded, matching buyers with weel-established slave iimprters. Jean took

buyers to Grand Terre to make the sales, while Pierre stayed in New Orleans to handle the

Laffites' business affairs there. (Davis, The Pirotes Laffite, p.51) Jean Laffite proved himself a

shrewd patriot during the War of 1812 by helping Andrew Jackson and the United States in the

Battle of New Orleans against the British while bargaining for a presidential pardon.

Nevertheless, when their criminal activities made them unwelcome in Louisiana, the Laffites

moved their operations in L8!7 to Galveston, Texas, which they called Campeche. The Spanish

government accepted their presence on Galveston lsland because they spied for the

Spaniards. Meanwhile, the Laffites continued their involvement in smuggling and the slave

trade. By 1820, as a result of the Adams-Onis Treaty with Spanish Mexico, the United States

"stepped up naval activities aimed at pirates and smugglers in the northern Gulf of Mexico."

[Robert C. Vogel] The Navy agreed to let the Laffites gather their belonging and leave

peaceably, which they did on May 7, L82O.

Sources:
Robert C. Vogel. The Laffite Society chronicles. Vol. V, Number 2, August 1999,

The Laffite Saciety Chronicles,

Silliam C. Davis. The Pirates Loffite: The Treacherous World of the Cordairs of the 6ulf . Harcourt, lnc., 2005.

Scope and Contents Notes

The Laffite Society records consist of 6 cubic feet of records. The records include four series:

1) Laffite Study Group; 2) The Laffite Society; 3) Photographs and Illustrations, 4) Subject files

and 5) Articles and Books. Series 1 and 2 are the organizational records of the two founding

organizations including the publications, membership rosters, programs and copies of
presentations, photographs and other materials. The Subject Files were compiled and

collected by members from various archives, newspapers and other publications, and

descendants of the Laffite's and the members of their associates. The files include

genealogical information, descriptions of significant locales and topics of interest, such as



Texas A&M UniversitY at Galveston

Jack K. Williams Library

Laffite Society Organization Records

MC20

slavery, piracy, privateering, connections in France, Mexico, and South America, and political

associations including the War of !8L2, Andrew Jackson, Napoleon and many others.

Arrangement of the Records
Series 1:

Series 2:

Series 3:
Series 4:
Series 5:

Laffite Study Group, L974-t992
The Laffite Society, 1994-

Research Files: Topical
Research Files: Published Material
Photographs and lllustrations

Description of the Collection

Box/Fd.
Box 1

Vol. 1, No.3
Vol. ll, No. 1

Vol.ll, No.2
Vol. lV, No. 1

Vol. V, No. 2

Vol. V, No. 3-4
Vol. Vl, No. L
Vol. Vl, No. 2

Vol. Vl, No.6
Vol. Vl, No.4
Vol. Vll, No. 1

Vol. Vll, No. 2

Vol. Vll, No.3

Spring 1981
Spring 1982

Summer-Fall1982
Spring 1984
Summer 1985
Fall-Winter 1985
Spring 1986
Summer 1986

Fall 1986
Winter 1986

Spring 1987

Summer 1987

Fall1987

Series 1: Laffite Study Group, L975'L992
History
"The Laffite Study Group, 1975-1980," an article by Robert C. Vogel,

publishedin...

Publications: The Life and Times of lean Loffite
For full-text digita! version of this iournal enter this address on the lnternet:

htto://iournats.tdl.orslltiUindex.pholltil

Volume l, Number 1 January,1976
Volume l, Number 2 lulY,L976

lVolume 1t, Number 3 December 1976 lprinted 1977]

LTJL Reprints No.1 March, 1979

NumberVl June,1982

Volume lX, Number 4 Winter 1989

Volume Xll, Number 1 SPring 1992

Publications: The Laffite Study Group Newsletter
For full-text digital version of this journal enter this address on the lnternet:

http://iou rnals.td l.ore/lsenews/index.php/lssnews



Texas A&M University at Galveston Laffite Society Organization Records

Jack K. Williams Library MC20

Vol. Vll, No.4 Winter 1987

Vol. Vlll, No. 1 SPring 1988

Vol. Vlll, No.2 Summer 1988

Vol. Vlll, Nos. 3-4 Fall-Winter 1988

Vol. lX, No. 2 Summer 1989

Vol.lX, No.3 Fall1989
Vol. lX, No.4 Winter 1989

Vol. X, No. 1 SPring 1990

Publications: olson lnventory of Laffite Study Group Publications, 26 Feb. 1996.

Series 2: The Laffite SocietY, 1995-
Box 1 Board of Director's

Officers
Minutes of the Laffite Society, Misc. (Published in Chronicles)

Membership
Membership Forms

Membership List,2007
Founding Officers, L994

Presentations and Events

Programs: Miscellaneous

Speaker: William Simpson, "Jean Laffite Collection", AugL2, L997

ICASSETTE TAPE], with edited account of the talk by Don C. Marler.

Speaker: Reginald Wilson, "Jean and Emma Laffite's Descendants," 1999

Speaker: Jean L. Epperson, "Jean Laffite and the Schooner Pegasus,"

March 13, 2000

Speaker: Robert C. Vogel, "L8Lg Hurricane," Sept.lt2l1oag [cAssETTE TAPE]

Speaker: Jim Nonus re: Letters to The Rhode lslond Americon about

British attack, 7815, Dec. 7L,2O05

Speaker: John Howell, 'Verification of Jean Laffite's Journal," no date.

ICASSETTE TAPEI

Speaker: Jean L. Epperson, 'Testimony of Three Escaped Prisoners from

Galveston in 18L8," no date.

Speaker: Pam Keys, [Researching] Laffite." 4/9l2OOz



Texas A&M University at Galveston Laffite Society organization Records

Jack K. Williams Library MC20

Program: Annual Banquets

Anthology: 10th Anniversary correspondence.

Lou isiana Historical Association, a nnual conference.

Member Files, etc.

Clegg, Sam

Davis, William C. " Jack"

Epperson, Jean {2 flds)

Fay, Stanley K. (Beocon-News historical news editor) Obituary; letter to J.

Frank Dobie, May t2,1930 (copy that is fading-needs transcription)

Fretz, Gary

Grunewald, Pamela

Hingley, Cheryl {author of fiction Siren, based on Jean Laffite and Anne

Bohneri

Howells, John

Klinger, Jery (re: book Jews on the Frontier'mentions Jean Laffite)

Marler, Don

Modzelewski, Jeff & Kathy

Olson, Dale

Pettus, David

Power, Dennis

Pullen, W. E. (to Congressman Martin Dies)

Keyes, Pam

Rasche, Richard R.- obituary



Texas A&M University at Galveston Laffite Society organization Records

Jack K. Williams Library MC20

Santos, Richard

stine, Peter (Archivist, Anahuac Library) re: Thomas Mexican Thomas

Villar, Cindy (novelist)

Vogel, Robert

Wilson, Reginald

Zapalac, Wil

Tours
Grand lsle, Grand Terre, New Orleans, May 1995

1996: "An Evening in Plantation Country, June 1996

Wetlands Acadian Culture Center, no date

Photographs and lllustrations
This includes organization photographs of events and tours, photocopies of illustrations

of the Laffite brothers and others.

Box 2 Publications: The Lalfite Society Chronicles
The Laffite Society Chronicles are available full text on the
htto ://iou rnals.tdl.orellaffitesc/index'php/laffi tesc

Volume l, Number 2, July 1995- Current

Series 3: Photographs and Artwork
Box 2



Texas A&M UniversitY at Galveston

Jack K. Williams Library

Laffite Society Organization Records

MC20

Series 4: Research Files: Subiects
The Subject files are arronged by a broad topics indicqted by the headings below. The individual

files ore arranged atphabeticolly within the broad topic The files contoin

emoils,letterc, orticles and news clippings.

Box 3-4 & 6

About the Laffites

Primarv Sources

Laffite Descendants

Friends and Associates

General Pirate lnformation

Places associated with the Laffites

The Journal of Jean laffite

BibliqErraphies

Series 5: Research Files: Publications
primarity orticles orronged alphabetically by the surnome of the author. Also includes

photocopies of books and book chapters,.

Box 5

Arthur, Stanley Clisby, Jeon Laffite, Gentlemon Rover. Harmanson: New Orleons, 7952.

Avila, Lillian Paz. "Laffite: A History in Dzoila, de Bravo." Unicorn (a scientific and cultural

supplement to the Yucatan newspaper Thot's Why!) Year 11, No. 564, on Sunday, February 24,

2002.

Baird, Robert Bruce, "Morgan, Lofitte and Merovingions," DailyNewArticles-com, June 17,20O6

Borker, Eugene C., "The Africon Slove Trode in Texos," The Quorterly of the Texos Stote

Historical Association.. October 79A2. Vol. Vl, no. 2, p. L45-758

Beluche Mora, lsidro A., "Privoteers of Cartageno," The Louisiano Historical Society, Vol. XXXIX,

no.1, Jon. L956. Tronsloted by lane Lucas De Grummond'



Texas A&M UniversitY at Galveston

Jack K. Williams Library

Laffite Society Organization Records

MC20

Block, W.T.

"The Legacy of Jean Lafitte in Southwest Louisiana" [Re: Napoleon's plans to come to

the U.S. and J. Laffite assistance.l

"A Tale of Jean Baptiste's Brass Cannon"

"A Buccaneer Family in Spanish East Texas: A biographical Sketch of Captain James and

Mary Sabinal Campbell. Beaumont: The Texos Gulf Historical Society, L99L. Vol. XXVll,

No.1,199L.

"'Crazy Ben' Dollivar's Secret Gold Cache," [Laffite associates]

"A Buccaneer Household in Galveston: Capt. Jim and Mary Sabinal Campbell." I

"The Legend of John Fletcher's Buried Treasure." [Referenceto Laffite associates living

in the N.2.

Butler, Joseph T., Jr. The Lafitte Skiff: Workboat of the Bayou Country. Center for Traditional

Louisiana Boatbuilding. Nicholls State University: Thibodaux, LA, 1985.

Carroll, Lewis. The Treasures of Galveston Boy. Texian Press, Waco, L977.

Delery, Simone de la Souchere. "The Tremoulet Hotel," Napoleon's Soldiers in Americo.

Gretna: Pelican Publishing Company, 1972

Dobie, J. Frank, "Laffite & Pirate Booty," Coronado's Children, Chapter XVlll, p 306-332. New

York: The Literary Guild of America, 1931.

Faye, Stanley, "Great Stroke of Pierre Laffite," The Louisiana Historicol Quarterly, Vol 23, No' 3,

July 1940, p.733-826.

Faye, Stanley, "Types of Privateer Vessels, Their Armament and Flags, in the Gulf of Mexico,"

The Louisiona Historicol Quarterly,Vol.23, No. 1, January, 1940'

Faye, Stantey, "Privateers of Guadeloupe and Their Establishment in Barataria i' The Louisiana

HistoricalQuorterly, Vol. 23, No' 2, April, 1940'

Faye, Stanley, "Privateersmen of the Gulf and Their Prizes," The Louisiano Historical Quorterly,

Vol22.

Gayarre, Charles, Historical Sketch of Pierre ond Jeon Lafitte: The Fomous Smugglers of
Louisiano, Austin: Pemberton Press.



Texas A&M UniversitY at Galveston

Jack K. Williams Library

Laffite Society Organization Records
MC20

Gayarre, Charles. The Story of Jean and Pierre Lafltte: The Pirate-Patriots. Formerly, "Historical

Sketch of Pierre and Jean Lafitte: The Famous Smugglers of Louisiana, 1809-1814.

Published byThe Louisiana State Museum.

Hamilton, Charles. Great Forgers and Famous Fokes. New York: Crown Publishers, lnc', 1980.

Chapter 8, "The Scion of a Pirate," by John Laffite. [Refers to the Journal of Jean Lafitte

and John Laflinl

Hayes, Charles. History af the lsland and the City of Golveston. Cincinnati: L879. Chapter lV:

Jean Lafitte.

Howells, John, "Jean Lafitte's buccaneers at New Orleans."

Klier, Betje Black, "Champ D'Asile, Texas." The French in Texas, edited by Francois Logorde.

Austin: University of Texas Press, 2003.

Le plangeon, Alice D. Here and There in Yucaton: Miscellonies. New York: J. W- Bouton, L886.

Luttig, John C., 'The Journal of a Fur-Trading Expedition on the Upper Missouri, LBL2-L9L3."???

Expedition led by Manuel Lisa of the Missouri Fur Company'

Lewis, Carroll. The Treosures of Galveston Bay. Waco, Texas: Texian Press, L977 '

Lewisohn, Florence. What So Proudly We Hail: The Danish West lndies and the Americon

Revolution The American Revolution Bicentennial Commission of the Virgin lslands,

1975.

Maygarden, Benjamin D., 'The Silent Legacy of the Laffite's Private Lives," lPaper] Presented at

the 47th Annual Meeting of The Louisiana Historical Association, March 18, 2005,

Lafayette, Louisiana'

Olson, R. Dale, "French Pirates and Privateers in Texas," Chapter 5 in The French in Texas.

Edited by editor Francois LaGarde. Austin: University of Texas Press, 2003.

Ramsdell, Charles, Jr., "Why Jean Lafitte Became a Pirate," Southwestern Historical Quarterly,

Vol. 43 No. 4, April 1940, pp.465-47L-

Reeves, Sally, "Cruising Contractual Water: Searching for Laffite in the Records of the New

Orleans NotarialArchives," Provenonce, Vol' XVl, 1998, p' L'



Texas A&M University at Galveston Laffite society organization Records

Jack K. Williams Library MC20

Robbins, Fred. 'The Origin and Development of the African Slave Trade in Galveston, Texas, and

Surrounding Areas From 18L6-1836." EastTexas Historical Journal, Vol. lX, no. L1, L97L.

Romero, Pablo Bush, "second Great Expedition: Operation Lafitte," Under the Waters of
Mexico. New York: Corlton Press, lnc., L964.

Schaadt, Robert L., 'The Journal of Jean Laffite: lts History and Controversy," Provenonce,YoL

xvt, 1998.

Schoonover, Franke E. "ln the Haunts of Jean Lafite," Harper's Monthly Magazine, December

L9LL

Smith, Richard Penn. , or, The Baratarian Chief: A Tale: Founded on Facts. Auburn:

Otiphant & Skinner Printers, 1834. [fictional].

U.S. Magazine & Democratic Review, "The Cruise of the Enterprise: A Day with Laffite," Vol. Vl,

no. XlX, July 1839. Note on article copy: 'This article considered 'unreliable'."

Vogel, Robert C., "Jean Laffite, the Baratarians, and the Battle of New Orleans: A Reappraisal,"

Louisiana History, no date.

Vogel, Robert C., "Paul Bouet Laffitte: A Borderlands Life," EastTexas HistoricalSociety,

Volume XLl, Number L,2OO3, P. t5-27 -

Warren, Harris Gaylord, "Documents Relating to the Establishment of Privateers at Galveston,

1816-1817 i' The Louisiano HistoricalQuarterly, Vol. 21, No.4, October, 1938.

Wheeler, Richard, "Jean Laffite," ln Pirate Waters. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Co.,L969.

Chapter 4, p.5A-62.

Wilson, Earl J. The Mexican Caribbeon: Twenty Years of Underwater Exploration. Smithtown,

New York: Exposition Press, 

-date? 

ICEDAM erected this tombstone over the

grave of pirate Jean Lafitte. . '"] See photographs.

Wilson, Reginald Wilson. The Loffite Society Chronicles. Printed and bound as one of the

Chronicles without volume or dates. April 2010. A compilation of Wilson's articles

previously published in the Laffite Society Chronicles.

Faye, Stanley. Privateers of the Gulf (unpublished manuscript)

Oversize folders Box 6



Laffite Society Website

3. Laffite Society Website

3.1. Lou Graves MacBeth {4O9 -7 7 1'4145, loumacbeth@gmail.com)
coordinates with webmaster Ritch Wright

3.2. Updated regularly by Lou, although some pages are still under construction

3.3. Name: "The Laffite Society in Galveston Texas,"
ht@ : /lthelaffi tesocietY.com/

3.4. Includes -

3.4.1. Howto become a member

3.4.2. List of Officers

3.4.3. About the TAMUG Archives, Inventory List, and Digital Access to
Contents

3.4.4. Other Resources for Laffite Material

3.4.5. FAQs including -

3.4.5.1. General Information

3.4.5.2. Genealogr

3.4.5.3. Actions of the Laffite Brothers

3.4.5.4. Films, Plays, etc.

3.4.5.5. BibliographY

3.4.6. Timeline of the lives of the Laffites

As oflanuary 10,2017
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3. Laffite SocieW Website

3.1. Lou Graves MacBeth (409'7 7 l-4t45, Ioumacbeth@gmail.com)
coordinates with webmaster Ritch Wright

3.2. Updated regularly by Lou, although some pages are still under construction

3.3. Name: "The Laffite Society in Galveston Texas,"
http : //thelaffitesociety.com/

3.4. Includes -

3.4.L. How to become a member

3.4.?. List of Officers

3.4.3. About the TAMUG Archives, Inventory List, and Digital Access to
Contents

3.4.4. Other Resources for Laffite Material

3.4.5. FAQs including -

3.4.5.1. General Information

3.4.5.2. Genealog5r

3.4.5.3. Actions of the Laffite Brothers

3.4.5.4. Films, Plays, etc.

3.4.5.5. Bibliography

3.4.6. Timeline of the lives of the Laffites

As ofJanuary lO,2O77





Join The Laffite SocietY TodaY

The primary goal of the Laffite Society is education and
proliferation of information concerning the Laffites and
their historical times. Although established in
Galveston, Texas, the Society is not simply a group of
connoisseurs and history buffs with a focus on
Galveston lsland. Active participation of members from
various locales is encouraged. Special events are held
in other locations and members whose location does
not encourage attendance at monthly meetings may
join us at special events. Others may participate by

contributing to the Chronicles, or simply by advising
us of their study interest.

The Laffite Society is a not-for-profit organization
devoted to the study of the privateers Jean and Pierre
Laffite and their contemporaries, and to the
geographical locales and chronological era associated
with them.

i-1ck Hclc to Joi: Tcd:,i

The Laffite Society generally meets on the second
Tuesday of each month at The Meridian Towers
Retirement Center, 23rd at Seawall, in Galveston,
Texas. LOOK US UP ON FACEBOOK!!!!!

Documentation suggests that on this site, Laffite built his home,
Maison Rouge(Red House), located at1417 Harborside.

The Laffite SocietY Logo

A reproduction of the Jean Laffite signature originally affixed to the "Le Brave" documents uras chosen as

p"*'ofttt" logo of the Laffite Society. This signJture is generally considered to be the authentic in that it
has been in tie custody of the United States government since originally signed by Jean Laffite in Federal

Court in New Orleans. its originality and provenance is therefore assured. The Society employs the spelling

of Laffite with two "fs" and one "t"'
The Laffite Society Chronicles, January, 1995



Recommended Links Recommended Books

l-afitte the Pirde, Lyle Saxon

Jean l-afrite, Prince of Pit$es, Jeek C. Ramsay, Jr-

Laffite of Louisiana, ilary Devereur

Land of kfftte the Pirate, Rll. Thompon

Pirate of Barataria, L.B- Evans
The Baratarlals and the Batte of New Orleans, Jare
Lucas Grummond and R.R. liorazan

Jean laffite, Gentleman Smuggler, lr.v, Chamley

Jean l-affits Gentleman Rover, S.C. Arthur

The Corsair, Lold Byron

Grande Terrp, Paul J. Robert

Privateersmen of the Gulf and Their Prizes, $tanl€y
Faye, Louisiana Historical Quarteny, vol XXll

The Great Stroke of Piene Lafffte, Privatees of
Gtdeloupe and Their Establishment in Bamtaria,
Stanley Faye, Louisiana Hietorical Quartet{y, vol XXlll

The Joumal of Jean Laffite: The Privateer-Patriot's Own
Story, John Andrcchyne Lafitte

The ilemoirs of Jean laffib from Le Journal de Jean
LafEte, Translatsd by Gene ilarchall

The Pirates tafrite by fMiliam Davls

Filibrcterc, Pirates, and Privabers of ttre Early Texs
Coast by Jean Eppercon.

?r,"ron"rl irlapa. DaYid Rumsey

?",*, vallar - Author, columnist



The Historical Timeline of the Lafftes

This TimellnE has been prcpar€d to assist in answering questiorc about the Brivatee/s activitie-in a succincq

consistent mannor. Ttre materiat o{ferad here represents prominent thinking of some membeBof the kfiite
Soci"tj. Xot iti members agee on certain iteme offercd liere and no ltern should be consldend tfie final word-

lust ttie stab of our knotde<tge at tlras tlme. As data are gatheled changes and additions will be made-so
dhecf Uact occasionally. lllle have provided fuw refercnces d,ocumenting our statements as the "Timelim" is
an13nded as a quick.easy reference. A bibliography on laffib relaied materials is provided elsewhere on this
webeite for thosE who niant to wrry and gain a deeper knovvledge of frre taffite bro*reE. A Question and
Answer document is atso availablebn thii rflebsite for those u,ho whh more debil on some of the items
covercd here.

This Timeline has been drawn frcm the contrlbutions of marry mernbers of the Lafrite Society, but primarily

from material submitted by Parn Keyes, Robert Vogel and Dale Olson. k has been reviewed also by Jean L.

Eppeeon, Jetr Modabtrskl and Don C. Hader. Not every member agrees with all that is preented her€ and

ttie absotute accutecy of none of the material ig guarante€d.

Suggestions for conecdone, doletions or addittons should be sent to; The l-afftte $ocieU ,

laffitesocietu@omail.com.

Year llionthlDay

1TI2 April t2

17?4 ilay 6

1802-
1804

r806

18{l-
12

1E12

t8l3 Aptil

Event

Birtlr of Pierre Lafrite in Bordeaux, Fmnce"

Birth of Alexaildre Laffite In Bor&aux, France. Alexandre is blieved by some members of
the LafFrb Society to have been alta Domanique You. This would have made Dorninigue a

brother to Pierre and Jean.

Birth of Jean Laffite in Bordeaux, France. The informatlon conEined in the three above

1Tg2 August l5 items arc not proof that these are the brothers Laffite. The l.af|ite $umame is was a
common one in the area and tfie rccotds may telate to relate to like<tamed individuals.

The arrival date of the Laffite brotlrert in l,lew Orleafis, is uncertain. Both Jean and Pierrc

may have been in New Orleans when the Louisiana Tenitory YYas transterred to the
Anrericans in late 1803 at the CaHldo. Pierre bought a property in New Orleans at the

, comer of Royal and Dumaine (most llkely a mercantile slrop)'

pierr€ Laffits made a deposition to Pedro Pedesclaux in which he said he was a merchant
from the Plaa Parzacola (Pensacola).

Jean Lafltte was invited to lead the privateer smuggllng Gtablishm"nt at Barataria Bay.

The Baratarian Association was formed shortly afterward rtith Dominique You, Renato

Beluche, Chigazola "Nez Coupe" and Vincent Gambie. They obbined pdvateefing
commisslons from Cartagena to prey on Spanish shipplng

piene Laffite suffered a sfoke. Captain Andraw H. Holme and 40 dragoons rvent to
Barataria for a raid but missed the smugglers. They refurned in November, one officcr was

killed.

Hovember Jean and pierre Laffite werc both arrested by Capilain Hdm€ and jailed at the Cabildo.

John Randolph Grymes, US Dirrtrict Atorney, ordercd Jean Laflite to forftit the goods

taken ln ttre November raid. Neittrer Laffite appesed, having pGted bail.

The British ehip Sophie tried unsuccessfulty to capturc two of Laffite's priveteeB flear the
June lsle au chat

Revenue agents under the command of }rJalker GilbeG the govemment sulYeyor, Seized e

October sailboat frdn Lsflite's men near the auction sitE at the Temple, but the smugglers took it
back,

Gov. Wlliam C.C. Claiborne proctaimed a rerward ot $5OO for the pelf,on who could bring

November in *John Lafite" on a charge of smuggling. Jean Lafflto responded with a parody

2i prcclamation tn which he &brad $5,660 to arryone who delivered Gov. GhibomE to him at

lsle au ChaL

Jean Laffite advertised a mammoth slave auction at the Tempte along with a lot of

,"r"n"nai"e ftom Europe. J.B. Stout and other revenue officers went to prevent the sab'
but Stout was killed, trf,o men wounded. The sale Yrsnt on ar Echedulcd'

1814 January
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new association. This organiation hatched many Unsu6c6sful plo$ to take over the

Floridas and to seize Tcxas fnom Spain.

A federal grand jury led by Paul Lanusge in New Orleans denounced the Baratarians for
smugglin!'anU iiricy and indicted Pierre Laftrte, who was arr*ted by Plene Duplessis

and jailed at the Cablldo.

The British ship, H[lS Sophie, arrived at Grande Terre. Captain Lockyer and two officets
disembarked to confer with Jean and try to convince him to help with their invasion of
New Orleans. The Baratadans kept them overnight in a jail, releasing them in the morning.

Jean sentthe British letters tO his friend, Jean Blanque, with a request that he show them
to Gov. Claiborne.

Adventurer Juan Pablo Anaya, Gol. Ellis Bean and Dominique You arrived at Barataria to
set in place a plot to overthiow Tampico and Teras only to b€ thurarted by.Pafterson's
attack-on Baratafia a few days later, after Anaya and Bean went to New Orlean$.

A $1,000 reward lias posted for the rcturn of Piere Laffite who broke out of jail along with
some slaves,

Pattercon met with Gov. Claiborne and dher leaders to discuss the Brttish letters.
Patterson urged an attack on Grande Terre, which nras approved-

Jean and Pierre Lafflte loarned of Patterson's plans and left tor the Gennan coast home of
Alexandre Lablanche. Dominique You remalned in charge at Grande Terre.

PatterRon and Roee attacked Bamtaria, seizing ships and goOds and taking several
prisoners, including Dominique You and Barthalemy lafon.

General Andrew Jackson issued a proclamation denounclng the Baratadans as hellish
bandifri.

Gen. Jackson arrived at New Orleans to prcpare a defense against the British threat.

Gov. Claibome'rssued a pneral order Of amnesty euspending grcceedings agAinSt the
Laffites and Baratarians, and invited thom to ioin in the defense of the city. A few days
later, Jean Laffite m6t with Genepl Jackson to ofrer his service and that of his men' They
met at 109 Royal Street, the General's headquarteB.

Jean Laffite went to the Temple to assist Maior llichml Reynolds with defense
prcparations. Jean also apparently went tp Donaldsonville to errange tEnsfer of flints and
powder from tfte warchouse there to Chalmette. Piene Laffite remained near General

Jackson.

ln a night bat$e against the British, Pierre guided Gen. Coffe and his men to the rear of
de la {onde's plaitation to tum the British flank. Later, Pierre is entrusted by Edward
Livingston to get hts wife and ehild to safety away from the city. $ometime after this
battte-, the Laffites delivered needed fiints and ponder to Jackson's fotces from $reir
storage ptace at Donaldsonville. General Jackson's ehip, the Carolina, opened fire on a

surprfeO British camp. This was the first engOgement of fire pouer ln the Eattle of New

0rleans.

The Battle of New Orleans ended.

John Grymes quit his us Dlstrict Attorn€y pctto rcpresentthe Lafftles along with
EdwarO Lruingiton and Piene llorel. John Dick took Grymes'poet, and the legal battle for
the goods seized in the Pattetson-Roes raid of Barataria Gontinued.

president James iiadison signed a full pardon for all the Baratarians xrho assisted in the
defense of New Orleans, Baratarian Privateers obtain commission from the Mexican
Congress.

Piene Lafflte placed a bankruptcy notice in the L'Ami des Lois'

Jean Laffite gav€ a statement in a claim by Jean Gourion againstMncent Gambie

regarding a i.lna't ray slave. Pierrc Laffite resigned power of attomey to Jean Laffite tO
represent him in llllashington, D.C'

Jean Laffite traveled to l,uashington and Philadelphia, to prEsent hit claim for
reimbursement to Prcsident Madlson, Arcene Lacariere Latour vvont with him'

Jean Laffite pr€ented his petition for rcimbu6ement of his Barahrian losses to
president Madison. trvhile Jean was in llllhehington Piofl€, working through the corrupt
prlwt, Father Antonio de Sedella, commtfred himself and Jean to become aecret agents of

Spain.

Jean Laffite and Latour returned to New Orleans.

Jean Laffite and Latour left on a mapping survey ostensably ior the Spanish for severa!

months on the Red, sabine, Trinidad (Trinity), Ar*anses and Golorado rivers.

Louis-Michel Aury occupies GalveEton.

Jean Laffite and Latour rctumed to New Orleans.
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Xavier ilina undertakes an expedition to Soto la ltiarina'

Jean Laffite took control of Galvoaton through a coup in Aury's ab63nce, then returned

briefly to New Orleans.

A group of French settlerE arrived wlth Charles Lallemand at Galvcton aE a port of entry

toist"bn.n tn"ir Champ d'Asile settlement on the Trinity River.-Laffrte reported their
plans to the Spanish agthoritiee, who sent troope to that area. The Settlers fled to
balveSton, baiore the Spanish troops, only to endure the hurricare that Fall.

George Graham visited Laflite at Galveston to give him a disposssB notice he sald was
from US authotities.

Ctramp d'Asile refugees retum to Gatveston.

A strong hurricane hit GalYestoo, sevetely damaging ships and ho-T.Laffite'e
resourcEs are straaned as he is called upon to deal with tho stonn and assist the Champ

d'Asile refugees.

Plerre Laffite sholtted up at Georg€ Graham's DC office with a SepL 26, 1818' letter from
Jean. The purpGe of his urgent vbit to Graham rcmaim unknown.

Laffib met xdth James Long who wanted support for an invasion of Teras. Laffite
received a cornmission from Long, wtlercin he vyas acknowledged Governor of Galveston.

LaffiEs newly-purchased ship, Le Brcve, captuted the Spanish ship Filomena, only to be

caught in tum by US revenue cutteni Louisiane and Alabama. Le Brave Gaptaln Jean
DesFarges and his crer* put up a fighl Edward Living6ton and Grymes represented thsm
in coui" TakBn with the Le Brave urere Laffite's instructions and a document outlining
how spoils would b splfr. The documents were signed by Lafrite et Galveston l't days
before the eeizur€ of the Filomena.

Some of Laffite's men under the leadership of George llUilliam Brown raided the plantation

horne ofJohn Lyons.

The USS Lynx went to Galveston to pursu€ the gang nesponsible for th€ Lyons raid
inciOent. Jian laffite orytanized a coult, found the leader Brown guilty and hanged him,
then allowed the Lynx to take prisone6 otheE who had participated in the raid.

A grand jury at New Orl€ans ordercd Desfarges and crew of the Le Btave to stand trial.

A trial iury finds Desfarges and t7 ctrewmen guitty as charged and sefitsnced them to
t""tft.'Onl cttwtnan, TfrckhaG is pardoned by Preeident tladison' Therc is great public

turmoil in town overthe crcut/s lmprisonment and aentenoE.

Th€ U.S.S. Enterprise under the command of Lt. Lairvrence Keamy arrived at Galv6ton to
ensure that Jaan t-arrto and his mon rf,ena going to abandon the settlemenL

Galveston was abandoned by Laflita.

The crcw of the Le Brave is executed.

Bafrle of The Three Trees occuns.

Jean Laffite.s former prlvateerr retum sporadically to the Galveston area.

PlenE Lafflte was on the lsla iiuieres wlth some other prlva@rs.

piene Lafffte was reported to have died of wounds received on tlre island of Cancun, and
u,as buried at Dzilam.

Jean Laffib's f,eet working ofr the coast of Cuba was destroyed by an English brig, and

Jean t-afffte was jailed in Pucrto Pdndp for severial week$,

Laffite fakcd an illnecs and escaped from a hospital-

The Govemor of Puerto Principe rcported thatJean Laffite uras anchoted off Rincon

Grande, around the north central coast of Cuba.

Captain StocKon of the USS Alligator reported that Laffite had taken an American ship'
Jay, off the north coast of cuba.

Jean Laffite received a cortrmission in the Colombian Navy at Cartagena, Golombla' and

command of the General Santander ln the service of Simon Bollvar'

The Schoqner Golumbus Roer from Jamaica reported that during the end of this month

the Colombiqn priyate amed schooner General Santander with Captain John Lafitte (sic)

irc"t"O ttrem pdtitely and Convoyed their ship lor two days until they nrete free from

iangei ot pirite atticks. Laffrte ilso gave tlrem gun shot and other supplies.

Jean Laffitc is reported to have died of a sickne6s at Silan, near lierida or on lBla tlujeres.

in" not eaition ot.toseptr H. lngraham's rpmantic novel, Lafitte, the Pirate of the Gulf uras

publbhed.
itre first eOftion of William G. Spea6, The Memoirs of Lafite or The Barritarian (sic) Firate.

A Narative Founded on Fact, was published.

NoYember v--- r.-r
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charles E. Gayane published "Historical sketch of Pierre and Jean Lafitte" in The

Magazine of American History.

The first editlon of Lyle Saxon's Lafite the Pirate is published'

Cecil B. Defiille's ftlm "The Buccaneer," starring Frederic March as Jean Laffite is

released.

There iS a remake Of DeMille's'The Buccaneer", starring YUle Brenner as Jean Laffite'

John illateka--aka John Laflin, aka John Natuinget aka John Andrechyne Laffite published

The Joumal of Jean Lafiite: Thc Privateer-Patriofs Own Story.

The Laffite Study Group is established.

The Laffite Stu4 Group is disbanded.

The Laffite Society is established at Galveston, Texas.



Laffite Society Facebook Page

4. Laffite SocieW Facebook

4.1. Administrators for Facebook page are
. Kathy Modzewleski (409-739-9468,kathymod@gmail.com),
. feff Modzewleski (4O9-762'36L7,ieffiemod@gmail.com), and
. Fran Card (409 -762'0400, pelicanwaySS@atLnet)

4.2. Anyone who is a Facebook user can post

4.3. Updated continuallY

4.4. Facebook name: The Laffite Society,
https : //www.facebookcom/thelaffi tesociety

4.5. Includes -

4.5.1. Map for meeting location

4.5,2. Contact information

4.5.3. Photos

4.5.4. Events

4.5.5. Posts

As oflanuary 10,2017
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The l3ffAe Society is a not-for-prolit organization
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Pierre Latfite and their contemporaries.
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VISITOR POSTS

Kathleen Shanahan Maca
November 4. 2016 at 8:39am

The article about the Laftite society is in this

month's issue ot Ga... See More

1 Like
Like - Comment

Kathleen Shanahan Maca

Augusl 30, 20'16 at 5:49Pm

Just in time ,or Halloween...lef s talk

cemetaries! Free lunch prese... See More

Like .Comment



The Laffite Society

I can't locate our copy of Dr. Jack C. Ramsay

Jr.,'s "Jean Laftite,... See More

{! rne Laffite society

ft l*rrrysat 11:5lam'

Happy Nlew Yearl Please join us at next weeKs meeting, Tuesday'

January 10, at Meridian Retirement Community, 2228 Seawall Blvd.,

Galveston. We will have a meal (S8.00 charge) and complimentary

beverages at 6 pm, lollowed by our program.

January's program will be a presentation ol the'Handbook for the Lailite

Society." Given by members, Helen D. Mooty and Lou Graves MacBeth,

it will explain six ways to find out about the hislorical Lalfite brothers and

their modern day followers, the Latfite Society ol Galveston. The

accompanying handout will be a useful reterence for anything you need

to know aboui the Society.

Comment Share

ft rne Laffite society

fi r'loreroer13,2016.

Please join us at this week's meeting, Tuesday, November 15, at

Meridian Retirement Community, 2228 Seawall Blvd', Galveston- We will

have a meal ($8.00 charge) and complimentary beverages at 6 pm,

followed by our program.

The presentation will be "sailors'superslitions 102: Legs, Tails, and

Fins," by Laffite Society member, Diane Wonio'

And...il you plan to atiend the Hotiday Banquet, Lynette will be happy to

take your money! i;,... See More
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Reviews
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Posts

Jan Johnson
'June7,2014

WONDERFUL, FUN grorp of tascinating people dedicated to the sUrdy ot

Galveston's history!!! Primarily eady history cenlered around the citys pirate

days du... See More

See All
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Laffite Society Yahoo GrouP

5, Laffite Society Yahoo Group

5.1. News Group at the Yahoo Social Networking Site

5.2. Administrator is |eff Modzewleski [409-762-36L7,
ieffiemod@gmail.com)

5.3. All who are members of the Yahoo News Group can post messages

5.4. Must have a Yahoo account and request to be a member of the Laffite Society

group; go to https://www.yahoo.com to set up account

5.5. Includes -

5.5.1. Meeting info

5.5.2. Discussions pertinent to Laffite topics

As offanuary 1A,?017
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Lafiite
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Laffite Society Meeting, Tuesday, J... YAil()ol

Please join us at next week's meeting, Tuesday, January 10, at Meridian [OOkinq lOf q Cfedit
:etlement 

Community, 2228 Seawall Blvd., Galveston. We will have a meal 
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:
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KathyModzelewski ' JanS '#2125

Re: Galveston 200th AnnL..
would it be possible to have something this year, not a maior event , but at

least Eetting some PR out of the 200th. Anniversary and then a ma.lor event

wolfie77551' JanS' #2124

Re: Galveston 20fih Ann[..
Since part of the issue is that we are woefully late for an April 2017

celebration of Jean Laffite's arrival in Campeche, perhaps we should make

hmooty@comcast.net ' JanS '*2123

Do This Everyday Before You Turn Off Your Gomputer Adchoices

Computer users shocked just how important this is to do every single
day..
Scancuard Sponsored

Fwd: Laffite January 2017 Meeting Food Si-..

Happy New Year! Below is the link to sign up to bring a dish for our next

Laffite Society meeting, Tuesday. January 10. Details on our program will

KathyModzelewski' Jan4' #2"l.22

Laffite January 2017 MeeUng Food Sig.--
Hello ! You have been invited by Lynette Haaga to sign up for "Laffite

January 2017 Meeting Food Signup." Please click on the button below to

LynetteHaaga' Jan4' #2121

Re: Galveston 200th Anni...
Hi, I am glad to start a discussion about what could be done to observe the

20fth anniversary. I agree it is kind of late to do anything on a grand scale,

Pam Keyes ' Jan4 '#212O

Re: Galveston 2o0th Anni...
ln response to Pam Keyes suggestions about the 200 anniversary of Laffite's

arrival on Galveston. the essay contest could certainly use the anniversary

edwinconner Jan 4' #2119
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membership and attention to the Laffite Society, as this April will mark the

GroupsHome hffite1819 . Jan?. *2117

Another Laffite Societ..
All My Groups l'm sad to report of the passing of Laffite Society member, Mel Trammell, on

Wednesday, December 7. Mel and Carol have a home in Galveston but
Manage My Groups

KathyModzelewski' Dec9,2016' #2116

Create a Group
Laffite Holiday Banquet ...

Browse Groups Please see the note below from Lynette, our Hospitality Director and Holiday

Banquet otganizer. lf you have any questions about the banquet, please

Terms Privacy Kathy Modzelewski . Dec 6, 2016 ' #21 15
Guidelines Feedback

HelP Blos 
New file uploaded to ...
Hello, This email message is a notification to let you know that a file has

been uploaded to the Files area of the Laffite group. File : /Laffite

lrffite@yahoogroups.com ' Nov 30, 2016 ' #2114

Re: laffite Society Meeting, Tuesday,...
Hi Kathy, l'm disappointed that due to the date change I will not be able to

attend this Tuesday Re the Laffite Christmas party a little out of my $ range.

Pamela . Nov 13,2016 ' #2-113

Laffite Society Meeting, Tuesday, ...
Please join us at this week's meeting, Tuesday, November 15, at Meridian

Betirement Community, 2228Seawall Blvd., Galveston. We will have a meal

Kathy Modzelewski ' Nov 13,2016 '*2112

Fwd: Seeds of Empire Lecture with Andr...
For those who were at our Laffite Seminar a couple of years ago will.

remember Andrew Torget as an interesting and engaging speaker. He will be

Kathy Modzelewski ' Nov 7,2016 ' #2111

Weed is Greating a Once-in-a-lifetime Opporhrnity AdChoices

Jan 2017 -ll you don't invest in mari.iuana right now, you'll regret it the

rest of your life. [Full Story]
MONEY MOBNING Sponsored
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Members of the Laffite SocietY

6. Members of the Laffite Society

6.1. Officers (see contact info on following page)

6.L.L. fohn DickeY, President
6.1.2. Lou Graves MacBeth, Vice President
6.1.3. Kellye Graham, Secretary
6.1.4. |eff Modzelewski, Treasurer
6.1.5. Kathy Modzelewski, Membership Director
6.1.6. Helen Mooty, Program Director
6.1.7. Lynette Haaga, Hospitality Director
6.7.8. Dan Cote, Publications Director,
6.1..9. Tom Linton, Public Relations Director
6.1.10. Betty Conner, Special Projects Director
6.L.1L.f an Iohnson, Archivist
6.L.12. Gene Bindhammer, Archivist
6.1.13. Diane Wonio, Historian
6.L.14. Diane Olson, Parliamentarian
6.l.L5.Larry Porter, Past President

6.2. Advisory Board of Directors (see contact info on following page)

6.2.L. |ean EpPerson
6.2.2. Dale Olson
6.2.3. Ed |amison
6.2.4. DorothY Karilanovic
6.2.5. RobertVogel
6.2.6. Reginald Wilson
6.2.7. Pam KeYes

6.3. Officers and Advisory Board selected every two years

5.4. By-Laws

6.4.1. By-Laws are updated as needed

6.4.2. Available from Kathy Modzelewski (409'739-9468'
kathYmod@gmail.com) on request

6.5. General MembershiP

6.5.L. Membership List available from Kathy Modzelewski (409'739-9468'
kathYmod@gmail.com) on request

As oflanuary L0,2017
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Welcome to The Lafftte Societyl The Laffite Society is a not-for-profit organization devoted to the

study of the privateers, Jean and Pierre Laffite, and their contemporaries, and to the geographical

locales and chronologicalera associated with them.

Our meetings take place the second Tuesday of each month at the Meridian Retirement

Community, 2228 Seawall Blvd.. We get together at 6pm for a meal (for which we ask $8.00) and

complimentary beverages, followed by our meeting, which consists of a little business and an

informative program.

Like us on Facebookl https://www.hcebook.com/thelaffitesociety. Feelfree to contribute

anything of interest to other members and visit to keep upto{ate with LS activities.

Our website is http://thelaffitesociety,com/. You'll find pertinent information about The Laffite

Society and upcoming events and seminars.

NewsGroup: Since the Laffite newsgroup is a part of the Yahoo social-networking site, you must

first create a Yahoo account (free and painless), if you do not already have one. To Create one,

go to www.yahoo.com.

Once you have an account, you can search the groups for the Laffite group, and you'll find there

a button on which to click to request to join it. Jeff Modzelewski will receive an e-mail telling him

of your request to join and he will confirm you. lf you encounter any problems, you can reach Jeff
at jeffiemod@g mail. com.

Kathy Modzelewski
Membership Director




