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The Galveston Bay Estuary Program
The Estuary Program of the Texas Commission on Environ-
mental Quality was established in 1989 to develop a com-
prehensive conservation management plan for Galveston 
Bay. The program represents a partnership of local, state, 
and federal governments, business and industry, conservation 
organizations, bay user groups, federal and state resource 
agencies, and citizens.

All of these partners work together to implement the 
Galveston Bay Plan. By pooling resources—both funding and 
expertise—the Estuary Program enhances the capacities of all 
those working to protect the bay.

The Estuary Program is dedicated to preserving Galveston 
Bay for generations to come. Its goal is comprehensive eco-
system management through partnerships and preservation 
of the bay’s multiple uses. The guiding principles are sound 
science and consensus.

The TCEQ and the Estuary Program wish to express grati-
tude for the time and expertise donated by the many partners 
and participants who have worked to:

• restore and protect thousands of acres of vital habitat

• secure conservation of parks and natural areas

• plant trees and native plants in parks and natural areas

• improve the water quality of bayous and create recreational 
opportunities

• save at-risk species and their habitats

• manage bay fi sheries to support sustainable recreational and 
commercial fi shing

• help communities improve their environment and quality 
of life through initiatives to preserve open space and create 
parks

• supply small businesses with innovative methods for reduc-
ing pollution

• supply facilities for proper disposal of household hazardous 
waste

• host community-based trash cleanups

• create opportunities for children to learn about the bay 
and its living resources through educational programs and 
hands-on learning experiences

Contact information:

Galveston Bay Estuary Program
17041 El Camino Real, Suite 210

Houston, TX 77058

Phone: 281-218-6461
E-mail: gbep@tceq.state.tx.us

Web site: www.gbep.state.tx.us

The Galveston Bay Council
The Estuary Program’s commitment to balanced decision-
making is refl ected in the diversity of members on the Galves-
ton Bay Council—the advisory committee that guides imple-
mentation of the comprehensive conservation-management 
plan for Galveston Bay. The council includes representatives 
of seven federal agencies, nine state agencies, nine regional 
and local governments, seven citizens’ groups, seven private-
sector organizations, and two academic organizations.

Surf the Web to Protect Galveston Bay
Visit the Galveston Bay Estuary Program’s web site at 
<www.gbep.state.tx.us> for information. You can also fi nd 
a link to its citizen and volunteer page to learn how you can 
protect the bay. You will discover everything from volunteer 
opportunities, to data and mapping, to links to other helpful 
web sites. You can also call the Estuary Program at 281-218-6461 
for more info!

Paddle and fl oat the 
cypress swamp. Take 
your canoe or kayak 
to the Wallisville Lake 
Project and enjoy the 
largest cypress swamp 
on the Texas coast. A 
hand-launch canoe and 
kayak area is located at 
Cedar Hill Park, about 
30 miles east of Hous-
ton. (From IH 10, take 
FM 563 north to Lake 
Charlotte Road, then 
west to the park.)

Galveston Bay was produced by the Galveston Bay Es-
tuary Program, a nonregulatory program located in 
southeastern Houston and administered by the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality, with funding from 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. The TCEQ 
strives to protect our state’s human and natural resources 
consistent with sustainable economic development.

For more information about any of the topics in this 
publication, contact the Galveston Bay Estuary Program 
at 281-218-6461, or visit <www.gbep.state.tx.us>.
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Good News
Living Museums
The Houston-Galveston area is home to two 
of the four state-designated coastal preserves in 
Texas. The Christmas Bay and Armand Bayou coastal 
preserves are remnant habitats—the best available 
examples of Galveston Bay and its tributaries as they 
existed before human occupation.

The Armand Bayou Coastal Preserve is located in 
southeastern Harris County, on a stretch of Armand 
Bayou. The preserve’s 319 acres are home to the Ameri-
can alligator, osprey, river otter, and a variety of fi sh and 
other wildlife. The 2,500-acre Armand Bayou Nature 
Center surrounds the preserve.

The Christmas Bay Coastal Preserve lies in the south-
western portion of Galveston Bay, in Brazoria County. 
The 5,660-acre site is a nearly pristine secondary bay 
composed of seagrass meadows, oyster reefs, and coastal 
marshes. These habitats serve as vital breeding, nursery, 
and foraging areas for a rich diversity of fi nfi sh, shellfi sh, 
colonial nesting birds, and migratory waterfowl.

The coastal preserve program is a vital link in protect-
ing unique biological communities on the Texas coast.

Trends in Fecal Coliform Bacteria Concentrations 
for Galveston Bay and Local Tributaries Measured 

Against the State’s Screening Levels

and commercial activi-
ties grow, nutrient loads 
could increase.

Trends in 
bacteria levels
The bay and its tributar-
ies have been evaluated 
over four decades for 
levels of fecal coliform, which is an indicator used to moni-
tor the health risk associated with bacterial contamination. 
Data indicate that open bay areas are “good,” but levels in the 
tributaries continue to be “poor.”

What the Estuary Program is doing 
The Estuary Program has been working with the Harris 
County Flood Control District, Texas Sea Grant, and the 
City of Houston to evaluate “best management practices” 
that show the potential to protect water quality. Examples 
of cost-effective pollution-prevention practices are veg-
etative buffers along waterways and ponds, and detention 

Catch a ride on the water. 
A ride on the free Bolivar 
Ferry from Galveston 
Island to the Bolivar 
Peninsula provides a 
great opportunity to see 
bottle nose dolphins and 
the bay’s feathered inhabi-
tants. You can also marvel 
at large ocean-going ships, 
sail boats, and other water-
craft on your 20-minute 
trip across the bay. You 
can park your car and ride, 
or drive your car onto the 
ferry. (Highway 87 at east 
end of Galveston Island.)

Sources: Texas Commission on Environmental Quality; Galveston Bay Indicators Project, Houston 
Advanced Research Center.

Tributaries 1970s 1980s 1990s 2000s

Trinity River

San Jacinto River

Buffalo Bayou

Houston Ship Channel

Clear Creek/Lake

Armand Bayou

Dickinson Bayou/Bay

Chocolate Bayou/Bay

Bastrop Bayou

Subbays 1970s 1980s 1990s 2000s

Upper & Lower 
Galveston Bay

Trinity Bay

East Bay

West Bay

Christmas Bay

  % Above 
 Rating Screening 
  Level

 Very Good 0

 Good 1–9

 Moderate 10–25

 Poor > 25

basins supplemented with wet-
lands to treat runoff.

The program has also helped 
communities initiate local water-
shed-protection programs to 
protect and improve water 
quality. This includes supporting 
the TCEQ’s efforts to manage 
water quality through the devel-
opment of total maximum daily 
loads, which address impaired 
water bodies.

Other projects include:

• Workshops for local govern-
ments and developers to prevent 
construction-related pollution 
and identify sustainable develop-
ment practices benefi cial to the 
economy and the environment.

• Trash cleanups to beautify 
bayous and shorelines. In the 
last 12 years, from 1994 to 2005, 
50,000 volunteers have collected 
1,558 tons of trash and 2,400 
tires in waterways from Galveston to Conroe.
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wetland marshes. However, erosion from activities such as 
land clearing and poorly managed construction sites degrades 
the biological community, transports contaminants, and in-
creases the need for maintenance dredging of channels.

Contaminants. Inorganic toxic contaminants such 
as heavy metals (nickel, cadmium, and lead) and organic 
chemicals (herbicides, pesticides, and industrial chemicals) 
directly harm fi sh, wildlife, and people when allowed to 
reach bayous and the bay. Contaminants stored in sediments 
later become a problem when the sediments are stirred up. 
These pollutants eventually make their way up the food 
chain and into the fi sh and shellfi sh.

Tracking levels of nutrients
Data from the last four decades show the number of times that 
nutrient levels in certain parts of the bay have been too high 
as compared with typical nutrient levels in other Texas estuaries.

In excessive amounts, nitrogen and phosphorus result in 
high levels of chlorophyll a, which is an indicator of algae 
growth. Decomposition of large amounts of algae in a body 
of water can reduce the amount of oxygen available for fi sh.

While many areas have improved since passage of state 
laws and the federal Clean Water Act in 1972, most areas only 
scored “good” or “moderate,” suggesting that nutrients remain 
a problem for water quality in the region. Also, as the population 

Does the bay’s brown 
water mean it is polluted?
The brown color seen in the bay is often a natural 
condition—a result of sediment particles in the water. 
Since the bay is shallow, typically only a few feet to 
10 feet deep, and subject to continual churning caused 
by winds and tides, the water often becomes cloudy 
with sediment particles that have been stirred up.

What you can do to maintain 
and improve water quality!
• Do not tolerate leaking or overfl owing sewer lines that 

you see in your neighborhood. Call in your observa-
tions to local authorities.

• Reduce or eliminate use of lawn chemicals and fer-
tilizers. Reduce water-thirsty turfs with native and 
drought-tolerant plants. Leave grass clippings on the 
lawn to enrich the soil.

• Never pour oil or chemicals into storm sewers. Most 
oil pollution in coastal waters comes not from com-
mercial-tanker spills but from storm water runoff, 
dumping, and small spills.

• Volunteer for a Trash Bash or other litter-removal 
program.

• Reduce, reuse, or recycle used oil, batteries, tires, and 
household and outdoor chemicals. Many communi-
ties hold collections of household hazardous waste.

• Encourage recreational boaters to use pump-out fa-
cilities at marinas instead of dumping into the bay.

• Participate in a public meeting. For example, the 
TCEQ’s TMDL stakeholder-group meetings are open 
to the public, as are many meetings of the Houston-
Galveston Area Council.

Litter. Discarded refuse is not just unsightly—it is harmful 
to wildlife. Sea turtles and dolphins can be injured by mistaking 
plastic grocery bags for food—to them the bags look like jellyfi sh.

Eroded soil and sediment. Erosion along bayous and 
rivers has the potential to blanket wetland habitats that are 
essential to fi sh and shellfi sh. Normal erosion and sedimenta-
tion are parts of a natural cycle that sends sediment into the 
bay, where it settles to build critical habitat such as mudfl ats and 

Good News
A New Take on Storm Water
A new approach to handling storm water has 
emerged from the shadows of Houston’s skyscrapers.

The traditional approach to managing storm water 
has been to move it as quickly as possible from city 
streets to a nearby ditch or bayou. Our bayous and 
ditches are receiving water faster and in greater abun-
dance than ever before, and at times are being fi lled 
beyond capacity.

Now, many communities are installing multiple-use 
storm water detention basins. These newly designed 
basins not only help alleviate fl ooding by holding 
storm water before it is released, but also provide other 
assets to the community.

Detention basins are being lined with wetland plants 
to help remove pollution, improve water quality, and 
offer sanctuary for fi sh and wildlife. Nearby residents 
gain recreational opportunities, too. Some basins are 
enhanced with new trails and educational signs for 
children and adults.

This new approach helps preserve water quality by 
removing the pollution that storm water picks up as it 
fl ows from yards, parking lots, and streets, and into the 
detention basins, before entering Galveston Bay.

The Brays Bayou Urban Wetland Project, one of 
several such efforts, is located in Mason Park, east of 
downtown Houston. It features a treatment wetland, 
a tidally infl uenced wetland, and interpretive signs on 
the banks of the bayou.
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What you can do to 
support biodiversity!
• Support local initiatives for creating or preserving 

green spaces.

• Be aware of fi shing and hunting regulations. Practice 
catch-and-release fi shing.

• Be careful not to disturb sensitive habitats such as 
bird-nesting sites.

• Landscape with native or well-adapted plants and 
grasses, to reduce the need to use fertilizers and pesti-
cides.

• If using fertilizers and pesticides, use as little as pos-
sible—closely follow the manufacturer’s instructions.

• Properly dispose of used oil and household chemicals.
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has enacted regulations intended to increase the numbers of 
large speckled trout. Shellfi sh populations (shrimp, oysters, 
crabs) also appear to be sound.

While the brown pelican continues a remarkable recov-
ery from the verge of extinction, several types of colonial 
waterbirds are in decline. Colonial waterbirds are species that 
congregate to nest and are dependent upon aquatic habitats 
for feeding. Of particular concern are the open-water-feeding 
black skimmer and the marsh-feeding great blue heron, red-
dish egret, and tri-colored heron. Some experts attribute the 
decline to habitat destruction or disturbance of nesting sites. 
For successful nesting, these birds require shrubs and trees (in 
the case of the herons and egret) or stretches of beach (the 
black skimmer) on undisturbed bay islands and shorelines. 
(See page 6 for 20-year trends in bird populations.)

What the Estuary Program is doing 
The Estuary Program gathers and analyzes information to 
determine how certain species of critical concern are faring. 
See <www.gbep.state.tx.us>.

The Estuary Program restores habitat and is working to 
manage other serious threats to species’ health and diversity, 
such as harmful exotic species, reduced freshwater infl ows, 
and degraded water quality.

See a dolphin in the wild. 
See a dolphin riding in 
the bow wake of a ship 
or feeding in the bay by 
visiting the end of the 
Texas City Dike (Dike 
Road, off Bay St. and 
Eighth Ave., in Texas 
City), visiting San Luis 
Pass County Park (base 
of the FM 3005 bridge, 
just west of Galveston 
Island), or taking a ride 
on the Bolivar Ferry 
from Galveston Island 
to the Bolivar Peninsula 
(Highway 87 at east end 
of Galveston Island).

Good News
Waterbirds Flock to Island Living
Benefi cial use of dredge material from the 
51-mile deepening and widening of the Houston 
Ship Channel has created almost 2,000 acres of habi-
tat, including several bird islands, 10 wetland marshes, 
and 100 acres of oyster reefs.

All evidence suggests that this effort is working. As of 
2005, an estimated 8,400 breeding pairs of eight spe-
cies of colonial waterbirds, such as herons and egrets, 
representing almost one-quarter of the baywide popula-
tion, were nesting on six artifi cial habitats created from 
dredge material.

As deepening and widening of the ship channel 
continues, the project partners are committed to creat-
ing thousands more acres of habitat over the coming 
decades.

Dolphins, at the top of 
the bay’s food chain, 
serve as indicators of 

the overall health of the 
ecosystem.
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Crabbing hot spots 
around the bay. Blue 
crabs can be caught in 
nearly any shallow tidal 
marsh or slough. The 
marshes of Apfel Park on 
Galveston Island are very 
popular (Apfel Park on 
East Seawall Blvd.). The 
Scenic Galveston Estu-
arial Corridor features a 
large expanse of acces-
sible marshes with lots 
of crabs (the corridor is 
accessible along either 
feeder road of IH 45 on 
the mainland, north of 
the Galveston Causeway).

Commercial fi shing in 
Galveston Bay adds 
approximately $350 

million to the economy 
each year and supplies 

locals with fresh seafood.
A local shrimp boat returning 
to dock with a day’s catch.

Recreational fi shing, 
valued at $2.8 billion, is an 

important contributor to 
the local economy.

What the Estuary 
Program is doing 
The Estuary Program, with its state and federal 
partners, continues to collect and analyze fi sh tissue 
and other data from the bay to determine whether 
current health advisories should be expanded or 
additional advisories issued.

The Estuary Program also participates 
in the Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) 
Program at the Texas Commission on Envi-

ronmental Quality. TMDLs are a tool for 
cleaning up impaired water bodies—

that is, those that do not meet 
federal standards for water 

quality. A TMDL cleanup 
project for dioxins is under 
way at the upper Houston 

Ship Channel, as well as a 
study of PCB levels. Dioxin 

and PCBs are generic terms for a 
group of toxic and environmen-
tally persistent compounds.
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Wetland-restoration 
and educational sites 

around the bay. Galveston 
Island State Park features one 
of the largest wetland restora-

tion sites in Texas, as well as many 
interpretive and informational signs. 
(Follow FM 3005 on Galveston Island 

west to the state park.)
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What you can do to 
support biodiversity!
• Support local initiatives for creating or preserving 

green spaces.

• Be aware of fi shing and hunting regulations. Practice 
catch-and-release fi shing.

• Be careful not to disturb sensitive habitats such as 
bird-nesting sites.

• Landscape with native or well-adapted plants and 
grasses, to reduce the need to use fertilizers and pesti-
cides.

• If using fertilizers and pesticides, use as little as pos-
sible—closely follow the manufacturer’s instructions.

• Properly dispose of used oil and household chemicals.
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wetland marshes. However, erosion from activities such as 
land clearing and poorly managed construction sites degrades 
the biological community, transports contaminants, and in-
creases the need for maintenance dredging of channels.

Contaminants. Inorganic toxic contaminants such 
as heavy metals (nickel, cadmium, and lead) and organic 
chemicals (herbicides, pesticides, and industrial chemicals) 
directly harm fi sh, wildlife, and people when allowed to 
reach bayous and the bay. Contaminants stored in sediments 
later become a problem when the sediments are stirred up. 
These pollutants eventually make their way up the food 
chain and into the fi sh and shellfi sh.

Tracking levels of nutrients
Data from the last four decades show the number of times that 
nutrient levels in certain parts of the bay have been too high 
as compared with typical nutrient levels in other Texas estuaries.

In excessive amounts, nitrogen and phosphorus result in 
high levels of chlorophyll a, which is an indicator of algae 
growth. Decomposition of large amounts of algae in a body 
of water can reduce the amount of oxygen available for fi sh.

While many areas have improved since passage of state 
laws and the federal Clean Water Act in 1972, most areas only 
scored “good” or “moderate,” suggesting that nutrients remain 
a problem for water quality in the region. Also, as the population 

Does the bay’s brown 
water mean it is polluted?
The brown color seen in the bay is often a natural 
condition—a result of sediment particles in the water. 
Since the bay is shallow, typically only a few feet to 
10 feet deep, and subject to continual churning caused 
by winds and tides, the water often becomes cloudy 
with sediment particles that have been stirred up.

What you can do to maintain 
and improve water quality!
• Do not tolerate leaking or overfl owing sewer lines that 

you see in your neighborhood. Call in your observa-
tions to local authorities.

• Reduce or eliminate use of lawn chemicals and fer-
tilizers. Reduce water-thirsty turfs with native and 
drought-tolerant plants. Leave grass clippings on the 
lawn to enrich the soil.

• Never pour oil or chemicals into storm sewers. Most 
oil pollution in coastal waters comes not from com-
mercial-tanker spills but from storm water runoff, 
dumping, and small spills.

• Volunteer for a Trash Bash or other litter-removal 
program.

• Reduce, reuse, or recycle used oil, batteries, tires, and 
household and outdoor chemicals. Many communi-
ties hold collections of household hazardous waste.

• Encourage recreational boaters to use pump-out fa-
cilities at marinas instead of dumping into the bay.

• Participate in a public meeting. For example, the 
TCEQ’s TMDL stakeholder-group meetings are open 
to the public, as are many meetings of the Houston-
Galveston Area Council.

Litter. Discarded refuse is not just unsightly—it is harmful 
to wildlife. Sea turtles and dolphins can be injured by mistaking 
plastic grocery bags for food—to them the bags look like jellyfi sh.

Eroded soil and sediment. Erosion along bayous and 
rivers has the potential to blanket wetland habitats that are 
essential to fi sh and shellfi sh. Normal erosion and sedimenta-
tion are parts of a natural cycle that sends sediment into the 
bay, where it settles to build critical habitat such as mudfl ats and 

Good News
A New Take on Storm Water
A new approach to handling storm water has 
emerged from the shadows of Houston’s skyscrapers.

The traditional approach to managing storm water 
has been to move it as quickly as possible from city 
streets to a nearby ditch or bayou. Our bayous and 
ditches are receiving water faster and in greater abun-
dance than ever before, and at times are being fi lled 
beyond capacity.

Now, many communities are installing multiple-use 
storm water detention basins. These newly designed 
basins not only help alleviate fl ooding by holding 
storm water before it is released, but also provide other 
assets to the community.

Detention basins are being lined with wetland plants 
to help remove pollution, improve water quality, and 
offer sanctuary for fi sh and wildlife. Nearby residents 
gain recreational opportunities, too. Some basins are 
enhanced with new trails and educational signs for 
children and adults.

This new approach helps preserve water quality by 
removing the pollution that storm water picks up as it 
fl ows from yards, parking lots, and streets, and into the 
detention basins, before entering Galveston Bay.

The Brays Bayou Urban Wetland Project, one of 
several such efforts, is located in Mason Park, east of 
downtown Houston. It features a treatment wetland, 
a tidally infl uenced wetland, and interpretive signs on 
the banks of the bayou.
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Good News
Living Museums
The Houston-Galveston area is home to two 
of the four state-designated coastal preserves in 
Texas. The Christmas Bay and Armand Bayou coastal 
preserves are remnant habitats—the best available 
examples of Galveston Bay and its tributaries as they 
existed before human occupation.

The Armand Bayou Coastal Preserve is located in 
southeastern Harris County, on a stretch of Armand 
Bayou. The preserve’s 319 acres are home to the Ameri-
can alligator, osprey, river otter, and a variety of fi sh and 
other wildlife. The 2,500-acre Armand Bayou Nature 
Center surrounds the preserve.

The Christmas Bay Coastal Preserve lies in the south-
western portion of Galveston Bay, in Brazoria County. 
The 5,660-acre site is a nearly pristine secondary bay 
composed of seagrass meadows, oyster reefs, and coastal 
marshes. These habitats serve as vital breeding, nursery, 
and foraging areas for a rich diversity of fi nfi sh, shellfi sh, 
colonial nesting birds, and migratory waterfowl.

The coastal preserve program is a vital link in protect-
ing unique biological communities on the Texas coast.

Trends in Fecal Coliform Bacteria Concentrations 
for Galveston Bay and Local Tributaries Measured 

Against the State’s Screening Levels

and commercial activi-
ties grow, nutrient loads 
could increase.

Trends in 
bacteria levels
The bay and its tributar-
ies have been evaluated 
over four decades for 
levels of fecal coliform, which is an indicator used to moni-
tor the health risk associated with bacterial contamination. 
Data indicate that open bay areas are “good,” but levels in the 
tributaries continue to be “poor.”

What the Estuary Program is doing 
The Estuary Program has been working with the Harris 
County Flood Control District, Texas Sea Grant, and the 
City of Houston to evaluate “best management practices” 
that show the potential to protect water quality. Examples 
of cost-effective pollution-prevention practices are veg-
etative buffers along waterways and ponds, and detention 

Catch a ride on the water. 
A ride on the free Bolivar 
Ferry from Galveston 
Island to the Bolivar 
Peninsula provides a 
great opportunity to see 
bottle nose dolphins and 
the bay’s feathered inhabi-
tants. You can also marvel 
at large ocean-going ships, 
sail boats, and other water-
craft on your 20-minute 
trip across the bay. You 
can park your car and ride, 
or drive your car onto the 
ferry. (Highway 87 at east 
end of Galveston Island.)

Sources: Texas Commission on Environmental Quality; Galveston Bay Indicators Project, Houston 
Advanced Research Center.

Tributaries 1970s 1980s 1990s 2000s

Trinity River

San Jacinto River

Buffalo Bayou

Houston Ship Channel

Clear Creek/Lake

Armand Bayou

Dickinson Bayou/Bay

Chocolate Bayou/Bay

Bastrop Bayou

Subbays 1970s 1980s 1990s 2000s

Upper & Lower 
Galveston Bay

Trinity Bay

East Bay

West Bay

Christmas Bay

  % Above 
 Rating Screening 
  Level

 Very Good 0

 Good 1–9

 Moderate 10–25

 Poor > 25

basins supplemented with wet-
lands to treat runoff.

The program has also helped 
communities initiate local water-
shed-protection programs to 
protect and improve water 
quality. This includes supporting 
the TCEQ’s efforts to manage 
water quality through the devel-
opment of total maximum daily 
loads, which address impaired 
water bodies.

Other projects include:

• Workshops for local govern-
ments and developers to prevent 
construction-related pollution 
and identify sustainable develop-
ment practices benefi cial to the 
economy and the environment.

• Trash cleanups to beautify 
bayous and shorelines. In the 
last 12 years, from 1994 to 2005, 
50,000 volunteers have collected 
1,558 tons of trash and 2,400 
tires in waterways from Galveston to Conroe.
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The Galveston Bay Estuary Program
The Estuary Program of the Texas Commission on Environ-
mental Quality was established in 1989 to develop a com-
prehensive conservation management plan for Galveston 
Bay. The program represents a partnership of local, state, 
and federal governments, business and industry, conservation 
organizations, bay user groups, federal and state resource 
agencies, and citizens.

All of these partners work together to implement the 
Galveston Bay Plan. By pooling resources—both funding and 
expertise—the Estuary Program enhances the capacities of all 
those working to protect the bay.

The Estuary Program is dedicated to preserving Galveston 
Bay for generations to come. Its goal is comprehensive eco-
system management through partnerships and preservation 
of the bay’s multiple uses. The guiding principles are sound 
science and consensus.

The TCEQ and the Estuary Program wish to express grati-
tude for the time and expertise donated by the many partners 
and participants who have worked to:

• restore and protect thousands of acres of vital habitat

• secure conservation of parks and natural areas

• plant trees and native plants in parks and natural areas

• improve the water quality of bayous and create recreational 
opportunities

• save at-risk species and their habitats

• manage bay fi sheries to support sustainable recreational and 
commercial fi shing

• help communities improve their environment and quality 
of life through initiatives to preserve open space and create 
parks

• supply small businesses with innovative methods for reduc-
ing pollution

• supply facilities for proper disposal of household hazardous 
waste

• host community-based trash cleanups

• create opportunities for children to learn about the bay 
and its living resources through educational programs and 
hands-on learning experiences

Contact information:

Galveston Bay Estuary Program
17041 El Camino Real, Suite 210

Houston, TX 77058

Phone: 281-218-6461
E-mail: gbep@tceq.state.tx.us

Web site: www.gbep.state.tx.us

The Galveston Bay Council
The Estuary Program’s commitment to balanced decision-
making is refl ected in the diversity of members on the Galves-
ton Bay Council—the advisory committee that guides imple-
mentation of the comprehensive conservation-management 
plan for Galveston Bay. The council includes representatives 
of seven federal agencies, nine state agencies, nine regional 
and local governments, seven citizens’ groups, seven private-
sector organizations, and two academic organizations.

Surf the Web to Protect Galveston Bay
Visit the Galveston Bay Estuary Program’s web site at 
<www.gbep.state.tx.us> for information. You can also fi nd 
a link to its citizen and volunteer page to learn how you can 
protect the bay. You will discover everything from volunteer 
opportunities, to data and mapping, to links to other helpful 
web sites. You can also call the Estuary Program at 281-218-6461 
for more info!

Paddle and fl oat the 
cypress swamp. Take 
your canoe or kayak 
to the Wallisville Lake 
Project and enjoy the 
largest cypress swamp 
on the Texas coast. A 
hand-launch canoe and 
kayak area is located at 
Cedar Hill Park, about 
30 miles east of Hous-
ton. (From IH 10, take 
FM 563 north to Lake 
Charlotte Road, then 
west to the park.)

Galveston Bay was produced by the Galveston Bay Es-
tuary Program, a nonregulatory program located in 
southeastern Houston and administered by the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality, with funding from 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. The TCEQ 
strives to protect our state’s human and natural resources 
consistent with sustainable economic development.

For more information about any of the topics in this 
publication, contact the Galveston Bay Estuary Program 
at 281-218-6461, or visit <www.gbep.state.tx.us>.
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