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The Louisiana Historical' Associa~
held its 1982 annu8 I meeti ng at

'. Charles ior:iMarch4-6.• There were
rat sess,ions. and numerous interes­

SUbjects of papers ranged
y of the New Or I eans Po I ice

n ~othe underwater archaeology
. of the EI NuevoC60stant~" a Spaoish
merchantman wrecked off ~ameron Parish
in 1766. ,

"Jean LaH i.teand' Contraband: '
Southwe '~uisiana Fol.klore" was
the, Sa ',March6, afternoon'ses5!ion •.

',1 " :' , :,".' ;>,' '" >:"_'~",:-- _,',>',_ '" '_, ,', ' '<.,,' ' , __',' , ',' " , > ,,'::,::: _ ,_',ct )~!llan,yp.r::es,ident ,oJ.~ake. ,
·ta tr:aband·Days Fest{va I

(1982) pI" sided overt he sess i;oo,
which con ed of papersby the t::~.G 1 s .'
pr.esi d~qt,;SI r·;).ack D~L·. l:Iolmes, and'

LTJj. managi nged itor Robert ,C~Vo'ge,.
Holmes' paper, "Contraband Days: A
Lake Charles' Traditionl~ wasan.anima­
tea, entert.~Jni ngd i gress i on on toea I
11 fake~Xore!' .and I.' fo 1..1<-1 ore." \I~geI' s .
paper,·":rhe/..affJte Journal: History or
Hoax?,!' crhaUengea the, val idity of
the John'A. laflin~Laffi.te collection
of papers and aftempted -to debunk.the
PUbl'jshe,'!.)dul"na li'Of;~ean:':-~fjfife as
a cl unisy ;hoax;'Gerard Se IJers, well
known to members of' the LSG.for his
recent study of LO,ti is i ana's'. cheni er
cuJ·ture i.and;tQeexhib it. II;'JsJan,d.s of. _
the Marsh: '{pr:ovide'd conmen,tar,Y, ~_~.

'both papers: and offer . a· potpourr:-I
ofsoufh .... '. rn,Lou} naLaHi.te,
'stories. . sessJonwasooeof the·
best ale d,.-of, . syea 'HAmee:t~ .
logs;' d(~mswer.ses~i~.n'.
fo ene- cqns I d- ... , i
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, sujet seralt'meme;One;:;rJ1ifned,l.or'qu
"t d' t' . It d '. O' "''' ' •e u I an e" ses ;ecldee. a cr-.eusen"a

I I aid e des 'rTlembr'E!s ,rdl,l',G , .. ;enpaHti
celie de: RoDel"t Vogel " de :STrJ'a'ck
etde son 0 irect"eurde;, MaitrTse:' "'t;>
. L. '/ . . - : - .':.'.-'. '_,~'--:'} /",",,' .. "',' -,".' .:.:.1-,< .•'.---, -

Jezequel, en France.~"'i' .' "'/>">

Des arch Lves se'tr:otiver
a.u 'Mexi que,'~ 'l'a,Hayanne,en
~ Paris! Pe.t.it.::-~tr:;:e lie"'" r.ra~-e '
a I Ier partout, mai s:f '. es' Iu'i'~o' .
elle. ~epensera blaucou,R'd'(nergle"ef
consclente.'de n'etr~ 'qp,~un membr:e dul
parmi quelq.Lie .200aufres,~ ellevous·t;,i'erid~a
au courant de sesre"cbe'rch~R(enquel;h~
langue la prochai ne'fols'?) ~ ' ", '" "

de 1808 a 1840 dans Iaqtie n e,I':aut,eur.

:1"~I~U '
I,
I
I.
I
I
I
I
I
I

• to research the careers of Jean Laffite,.
I Louis Aury, Amable Humbert, et al, and 'I
I to attend the annual meeting of the '1
I Louisiana Historical Association in Lake I
I Charles. .
I In March, 1982,' President Sir Jack I

D.L. Holmes appointed Sylvie. Robin to I
Ithe Board of Directors 9f the Laffite . I
IS Group.Sheret\lrned. toFr~ce in , •

an' .... st;o. co~b.ck·tQ;;Louisia:na 'I
,I., " ' ing'sLHA-LSGmeetil'\~s in: IIHammon ..' '-'0

1I --:- ~bert>C. ,Vogel # I
Managing Editor.

I ' .... , . LTJL . I
1- _._ - - _.- - ...- _ ~ - _ .... •

Enf,in.tJne compatriotede Jean Laf­
fite fait partie dtJ L.S.G. Permettez-moi
de vOtJs l.apr~senter.Son nom: Sylvie
Robln. EI I~' hab i te IaR~i'on Par h~ i enne
et-viens d'obtenir ses licensesd'espagnol
et de LangtJes Etrang~res Appl iqtJ{es ~
l'tJniversit{de Paris X Nanterre.

Corrment est-el Ie arrlv'e atJ LSG?
Pa~ ,tJn ~etJr-etJx hazard et tJne longtJe ,h i s­
tOlre d amour avecla Lourslane. Elleavait
decid' d'ecrire ses memoir-es, de Ma1trise
(d i Plome de 4~me 'annee d' un i Vers i t6)stJr
Ie sympathiquepays des, Bayous. L'~n seran
doncsur ~ e bj I j ngyj sme: en Lou; s; ane .
q~ant a I atJ~re. ce I.uJpo~" Ie d i Rlo~e
cl .espagnol, ,I I devaJ.t avolr un rapport
avec Ie pays de: Don'Qui chotte: . . .

Jean·LaHHte. rsonnagepourtant PetJ
cpnnu .en. France, . ntout cas nio rns .. ". " ,'. . . , ". .' ,

apprecH~par n',origine. qtJe p~r
sa pat ... " p • r;EHJVaen sont .ias
I ivrentTonnen't, i)'s~'~,O,rriptent

.sur l.ee·1 aib.Un·· re:deLyle
Saxon: ·.,Ie' t, une '. ,s 0 .
pages, ecri~t;e'parJaccjtJesPenofs'u "

lations n r:laFrance tiM
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-COMMISSION 'ANNOUNCES
"'vORGO,'S FA IR PLANS

~d
,New Or· " in 'the
1900sbefore World,lIar

BIENVENU RETIRES
FROM NPS .

. Lionel Bienvenu bas
retired. from the National
~r,k Service fol1o'ling24
years of service. Hews
Chief Historian for the
Jean IB.:f'Hte National·
Hist,orica1 Park.•

At the June 10 mee~
ing otthe Delta Region'
PreservationCommissic>n. , , .
Bienvenu was .presented a
plaque in appreciation of
his .work.

•••I Mention1-s inadeof
I Jean Iaffite's slave­
I dealing in a. his tori­
Ical1~ thorough article
• on Magnolia Plantation
I in theSpring,l982 issue The Delta Region Pre- '
lof ·The Second Line,· -' servatlon Commission ,has
I magazine of t1J.e NeW' Or- drawn up a draft re,solu-

leans Jazz Club~ tion for the ,presentatfan
• Titled-Magnolia of tr~dition.al Louisiana '
• Plantation - Histo17 culture, and folklife at'
• and Musi"-,,~:by':Ka,rl ,the 1984 World Is'Fair in
I Koeirig, Ph.D., thEr art- Neli Orl~s.'

I,iele states that Mrs. Plans call for the es-
• Johnson,wife of one-time tabli~hment of a major '
• Magnolia owner William' folklife 'component at the '
• Johnson, had seen Jean 1984lforld l s Fair by the

!affHe often at her means listed below:
I husband IS plantation A t'olklife coordinator..
I near the' banks of' Grand wi th professional experi~', "
l:Bayou. lat'fitedelivered 'ence in the field, as well
I sla.ves for ~hepia.D.tation as administrative experl-'
• a t a dock behind, the man- ence, should be added to
• sion. ' the 1984 Vorld IS Fair or-
I According to ,Xoeing, 'ganization. The coordin-

Johnson was co-owner of ator shou],c\ work with the
I Magnoliaw!th George:Bran~ Jean lafitte National
• dish. The pJ4n,tationwas Historical Park,the Louis-
• 68 arpentswide and40ianaFolklife Program, '
• ,arpen',t ' , , 1'8;1'2''. . and' th' d 'l i',L. , " • 0 $rs. eV$ op ng a .
I'Curre~ ,Qr;tl;,downtf:ram:",orkfoJ;"pr~sen:t·ing.
I thehocate~ about regionalf'olk cultural '.
I an hour rom New pr~cti;tioners and'actlv~
• Orleans Chasse it!es at an appropriate

High r Buras. site or sites within, .
•. 'ol1a l s more 1(0rld ' s Fair umbrel '"
.\prom1.imsto fame activities'
I ...... ;.- .;.;-----,-.-:·--...,:.:.;·~~.IIIII:

-----.. --~--~---__l



wel·l:worth
-', '-'i_-t_,~~i.<,:~:/<;," ,:"'{'-"'._ ""<_\,' ;,",>< \_, __ ,;. ',,"

cording to" the au , , .,
for publ i c ~tt i tu~e'Of';';

,ten determines how an
event .will unfold. '

, Althoughthe clQsest.,
the book gets toSQuther:
history is a description "
ofs I ave accoun t s' and a

• re-te Iii nqof the Huev, .
. Long legend, the bool<i,

. we II worth reading ,for .
its interest ing perspe'c~'}
l' i ve on hi stor i calre- .

.' search.
"'---Pam Keyes, Ed.

c

. ve beeni~ormedthat the
.(si~) of piratical

,.'having been wrecked on
,CUba. being destitute

of all m~ns. of living and· of escape•
."nac.. been dfscovered and apprehended
,br. somej~&bi~~ur~s who had brought
h11li to POR'lQ';H\lNCIPJlh when he had
,been thrown,into a dungeon. Unfor­
tu~teJ.1'fQr,mankind.~f:itte ~s

. "Afterthe ,Ea'ct .;.
The Art' of Hlstorica I
Det ecf'i on;" by' James West
Davidson and Mark Hami 1-.
ton Lytle (Alfred,A.Knop'f"
New York, 1982$19;~,50)

sheds anew light~9n~his- ,
tor ical research,d'9cusing'
,on the stuc:lY o·f ... i'rid'i v i dual's
mot i ves and aH Ltudes and
the env i ronmenta I:i nft ueb-

'ces which helpedsh!3pe
events in history.

The authors point out
how even a, f in"t-hand
account may be severely
mi s-I ead i ng by. recounti rig
Captain John Smi,th's des­
cr i pt ion of t he I nd<i ans
near' Jamestown'. AsSmJth
was n " r, .he,c.C;>u I d '
only' e, fhe. II1~i ans
ih rela ron· to wh¥!thesaw
them as, rather-than what
they may have rea-Ily been.
For, e.xampl e,an Indian
he descrl d as "priest-
J ike" m . e simp I y

: been w ' ornamenta-
t ion wh·,· st·ed a
pri est t' .

'/Z' .


