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Editor's Page 
Dan Cote 

dancote1@comcast.net 
 

 
Observations on Articles in This Issue 

This is a real issue. With Program Chair Jack Watson let us know the excitement of the coming Second-
Tuesday programs to recording Secretary Carolyn Peterson’s outstanding reporting of the past meetings 
with such clarity and accuracy that if you missed the meeting you were brought up to speed. 
 
Pam Keyes presents two outstanding articles dealing with the Laffite era. The first on Laffite Bibles 
concerns, among other items, different times and places of Laffite’s demise. The second review some of 
the misadventures of Andrew Whitemen and his being a follower of Laffite. 
 
Jack Watson presents the second and final installment dealing with James Long and his relationship to 
Laffite activities and the history of Texas. 
 
President Porter and Press Director Roberts fill us in on the field trip to Barateria with detailed pictures 
of a most successful reinvestigation of the Grand Isle and the Christmas, or Annual, Party also replete 
with pictures showing the fun you missed if you didn’t attend. 
 
We think this issue will keep you reading for quite a while 
  

 
Material Submission Notes 

As an absolute last resort the editor will accept material that must be scanned or is in .PDF form. He 
prefers WORD or text documents with only VERY ELEMENTAL formatting: tabbing is preferred to 
spacing. Photos and drawings presented in .JPG or related formats are also preferred. 
 

 
The Laffite Yahoo Group 

The Laffite Society maintains an Internet newsgroup on the social-networking site Yahoo.  Group 
members can post text and upload documents and pictures of interest.  The group is titled "laffite." 
  
To join the Yahoo group, one must first have a (free) Yahoo account.  To register, go to 
www.yahoo.com and follow the instructions.  Make a note of your user ID and password for future 
reference. 
  
Once registered, browse the groups for "laffite" and follow the instructions to request to join it.  A 
group moderator must review and approve your request before you may join (so that we can 
exclude those who wish to join simply to post spam, promote their businesses, etc.). 
  
If you have difficulty, e-mail Jeff Modzelewski at jeffiemod@gmail.com for assistance.  However, 
please do not request assistance before you have a Yahoo account - a Yahoo account is a prerequisite for 
joining the "laffite" group.  If you have a Yahoo account but cannt navigate the procedure to request to 
join the group, inform Jeff and he will send you via e-mail an "invitation" to join, which you then simply 
need to accept with a click of your mouse. 

http://www.yahoo.com/�
mailto:jeffiemod@gmail.com�
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President’s Page 

by 
Larry Porter 

LPorterAMC@sbcglobal.net 
 

We are back from New Orleans, Barataria, and Café Laffite. It is 2014 already!  
We finished the year in fine fashion on December 15th with our annual Christmas party “from the 
ballroom high atop Moody Gardens Hotel, overlooking the beautiful waters of Offatts Bayou”. All we 
needed was Ed Jamison and his all-girl orchestra! 
The field trip in November was a smashing success in two parts. The complete report follows in The 
Laffite Society Chronicles with pictures. 
Our adventure began in the French Quarter New Orleans, Wednesday evening, 13th, at our favorite hotel, 
Place d’ Arms. Our group numbered about 25. The first official function was a welcome happy hour 
followed by dinner in the Quarter. Next day, we were the guest of the Jean Laffite National Park staff at 
the new French Quarter Visitor Center for a private guided tour of the Laffite’s’ French Quarter haunts. 
Ranger Nathan Hall conducted our tour. While in the Quarter, a delegation consisting of Dale Olson, 
Jeff Modzelewski and your president visited The Historic New Orleans Collection. The objective was to 
discuss possible collaboration on future events concerning the Laffite era, such as, providing speakers 
and programs. Our talks were mutually informative and firmly established a basis for an ongoing dialog 
in 2014. Our day in the quarter was very productive and topped off with a well-earned happy hour! 
Dinner at Tujagues followed, and later, a nightcap! 
On Friday, the group less a few, headed to Grand Isle. We set our headquarters at the Best Western in 
Galliano, just up the road from Grand Isle and Grand Terre (Barataria). A happy hour cut the dust of the 
long trail. On Saturday, our group of 20 made its way to Grand Isle. Our hosts were the Louisiana 
Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism, Ray Berthelot, and Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries, Brian Hardcastle. We were ferried over to Grand Terre and guided by Ray on a tour of various 
sites including Ft. Livingston. Afterwards, we lunched at the Lighthouse on Grand Isle and enjoyed a 
talk by Jean Landry who heads the local Nature Conservatory. Jean later led the group on a walking tour 
of local sites. 
Sunday, we traveled back to our Island. 
Moody Gardens provided a spectacular venue for our Christmas party this year. Viewfinders Terrace 
next to Shearn’s was the location for Café Laffite. The buffet was French Quarter cuisine, the drinks 
plentiful and a good time was had by all- a record crowd this year. Ginny Roberts, Lynette Haaga and 
Ed Connor were honored with the President’s Award for loyal and outstanding service to the society by 
providing refreshments for our meetings. See a full report on the party later in this issue and look for 
your picture. Dave Roberts was as busy as ever! 
2013 was a good year for the society with great programs and a first annual seminar. We added 
membership and noted an increased in research and articles for the Chronicles. The 2014 promises to be 
even better! 
Mardi Gras is March 4th. . We will have our party at Jack McCoy’s Palmer House lobby on the Strand 
where the parade begins and ends.  
April 25-26th are the dates for the Second Annual Laffite Seminar at Texas A&M University Galveston 
campus. Our format mirrors last year’s and features five principle sessions. Thus far, we have invited 
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speakers and mutually selected subjects for each session.  Detailed planning will commence in earnest 
this month. Look for a pre seminar preview soon! 
Thanks to all our membership for your attendance and support. Thank you to the officers, board 
members and contributors to our Chronicles. Thanks to all of our program presenters! Without you all, 
none of this would be possible.  
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Previews of Upcoming Programs 

And the 2014 Laffite Seminar 
By 

Jack Watson 
 

 
If the first half of the year is any indication, 2014 will be a great year for the Laffite Society. The 

first quarter program schedule has filled with quality speakers with interesting subjects, and the second 
annual Laffite Seminar has taken shape and is being fine tuned. 

Our February program will be presented by Laffite Society member Root Choyce. Her talk will 
concern a general view of the types of ships that Laffite sailed and the types of ships he captured. She 
will include a description of what life was like on one of these vessels.  

For our March meeting we will hear from noted numismatist and highly acclaimed author James 
Bevill. Mr. Bevill will speak on his book The Paper Republic: The Struggle for Money, Credit and 
Independence in the Republic of Texas. 

The rest of the year is open for program suggestions, so let me once again invite anyone who 
wants to make a presentation or has a recommendation for a program to please contact me.  

This non-fiction work on the social, financial, and economic 
history of Texas from the colonial period through annexation, will trace this period through the eyes of 
the Treasury department. What an interesting perspective,  and one I feel we have not seen before.   

The Second Annual Laffite Society Seminar scheduled for April 25 and 26, 2014, has an 
impressive list of guest speakers. Their subjects are intriguing and should draw everyone’s attention. 
Society members making presentations include Jeff Modzelewski with a brief overall view of the lives 
of Jean and Pierre Laffite. This part of our seminars has become known as “Laffite 101”, a perfect 
description.  Member Lou Graves MacBeth will talk on “The Crew Left Behind”, a reporting of 
Laffite’s crew and descendents who remained in the Galveston area after 1820. If you missed the 2012 
Laffite banquet and the excellent presentation on the correspondence between “Audrey, Lacie, and John 
A.”, you can catch it at the seminar in April.  It will have a stellar cast in Betty Conner, Helen Mooty, 
Larry Porter, and Jeff Modzelewski. It will indeed, keep you on the edge of your seat. 

Here are the guest speakers and their subjects: 
 
Andy Hall--- “David Porter and the Suppression of Piracy, 1823-1825” 
 
Dr. Betje Klier--- “Emerging from the Wreckage of Champ d’ Asile: Napoleonic  
Engineer Constantine Malczewski”  
 
Dr. Andrew J. Torget, University of North Texas --- “ Jim Bowie, Laffite, and  
Slavery”  
 
As you can see the seminar will be jam-packed with exciting, entertaining, and enlightening 

presentations. Don’t miss it.  
One more Laffite Society production you won’t want to miss will be the annual Mardi Gras 

celebration on Fat Tuesday, March 4th.  There hasn’t been any official announcement yet, but I’ll bet it’s 
going to be at the old Panama Hotel lobby. It’s always a lot of fun so invite your friends, bring some 
food, and let’s enjoy ourselves. See ya there.  
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Laffite Society Minutes 
Submitted by Carolyn Peterson 

Corresponding/Recording Secretary 
 

Tuesday, August 13, 2013   Meridian Retirement Center 
 
Board Members Present:  President Larry Porter, FVP Jack Watson, SVP Kathy Modzelewski, co-TVP 
Ginny Roberts, Treasurer Jeff Modzelewski, Archivist Dorothy Karolanovic, Parliamentarian Diane 
Olson, Publicity Director Dave Roberts, Editor Dan Cote 
 
Board Members Absent: co-TVP Lynette Haaga, Secretary Carolyn Peterson, Technology Director Rob 
Peterson, Coordinator of Research Pam Keyes 
 
Advisory Board Present: Kathy Modzelewski, Jeff Modzelewski, Jean Epperson 
 
Advisory Board Absent: Pam Keyes, Dr. Reginald Wilson, Robert Vogel, R. Dale Olson 
_______________ 
The evening's event began at 5:45PM with the usual 45-minute period of socialization, food and 
beverage provided by "stewards of the sideboard" Ginny Roberts and Ed Connor 
 
President Larry Porter welcomed visitors J. P. Bryan, Jr., owner of the Visions of the West Collection 
(formerly Torch Energy); Peter Van Borssum, Diane Falkenhagen, George Parsons, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Kelly from the Meriden Tower.  Larry Jansen announced his new membership in the Society and 
introduced his guess and visitor, Ernest Caldwell. 
 
Laffite Society member and veteran researcher Jean Epperson commented on a recent trip with member 
Sheldon Kindall to an archeological steward's meeting at Texas State University during which findings 
were discussed of a recently discovered copper-sheathed sunken ship with cannon and swivel guns, 
located at about 2,000 feet, 170 miles southeast of Galveston.  The ship may be a privateer from the 
Laffite era.  Jean was pleased to see that the William Jack Davis book "The Pirates Laffite" and her own 
work "Pirates and Privateers of the Texas Coast" were in current use by the archeological group as a 
reference source 
 
TAMUG librarian Dave Baca has informed President Porter that funds have been obtained with which 
to purchase objects from the privateering era for display era at the university.  The library is still 
accepting historical documents for its Laffite collection. 
 
Larry discussed travel plans to Grand Isle and Grand Terre, Louisiana:  departure date on Friday, 
November 15 and possible return on Monday, November 18 after a short stay in New Orleans depending 
on traverlers' choices.  Grand Isle hosts are obtaining boats, seating capacity of 40, for the trip between 
the two islands to view Ft. Livingston on Grand Terre.  A kit and flyer with trip info, i.e., hotels, trip 
routes, etc., will be prepared for members signed up for the trip.  R.  Dale Olson has offered to put 
together a PowerPoint presentation based on previous Laffite Society travel to the Barataria area. 
 
Third Vice President Lynette Haaga informed the President that she will soon begin planning the 
December holiday banquet and wants to call a meeting to discuss ideas for the program. 
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First Vice President and Program Chairman Jack Watson announced that next month's topic will be on 
the Bowie brothers. 
    
 
Program Speaker – Andrew Gustafson                       Topic –  Visions of the West Collection 
 
Andrew Gustafson, Assistant Curator of the VISIONS OF THE WEST COLLECTION, introduced 
visitors and owner of the collection, J. P. Bryan, Jr. of Houston, and his associates, Peter Van Borssum 
and Diane Falkenhagen.  The speaker gave a PowerPoint presentation of many of the collection's 30,000 
items, divided by subject matter and historical periods, dating from the pre-Columbian period to recent 
times.  Items represented from the periods, include:  pottery, jewelry, intricately tooled antique leather 
saddles from Mexico, ornate silver spurs, important Texas, Mexican, and American historical 
documents, interesting personal items of colorful historical personages, weapons, including a collection 
of 1870-90 Winchester rifles; fine paintings; Mexican and Spanish fine art, folk art and religious art 
painted on metal; an 1820 letter in French from the privateer Pierre Laffite to Gov. Patterson concerning 
an appeal for reconciliation - and countless more. 
 

At the conclusion of the program, the speaker announced plans in progress to move the entire Visions of 
the West Collection to the former Galveston Orphans' Home on 21st Street, built in the 19th century by 
Galveston's great philanthropist, Henry Rosenberg. 

   

Following questions and excited exclamations from the members on this announcement, there being no 
further business, the meeting this date of August 14, 2013, adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Secretary Emerita, Dorothy Karolanovic 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013   Meridian Retirement Center 

(Standing in for Corresponding/Recording Secretary Carolyn Peterson     
  

 
Board Members Present:  President Larry Porter, FVP Jack Watson, SVP Kathy Modzelewski, co-TVP 
Ginny Roberts/Lynette Haaga, Secretary Carolyn Peterson, Technology Director Rob Peterson, 
Treasurer Jeff Modzelewski, Archivist Dorothy Karolanovic, Parliamentarian Diane Olson, Publicity 
Director Dave Roberts, Editor Dan Cote 
 
Board Members Absent:  Coordinator of Research Pam Keyes 
  
Advisory Board Present: Kathy Modzelewski, Jeff Modzelewski, Dale Olson, Jean Epperson 
 
Advisory Board Absent: Pam Keyes, Dr. Reginald Wilson, Robert Vogel 
   
President Larry Porter called the meeting to order at 6:33PM and proceeded to welcome all the visitors 
and members, old and new.  Larry said that the turnout was one of the largest estimated at 65. 
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The first point of business was the Christmas Banquet that will be held at Moody Gardens on Sunday, 
December 15, from 6:00-9:00PM.  Lynette is soon to reach an agreement with the hotel for about ten 
rooms for members for that evening.  The banquet will have a Bourbon Street theme 

Next on the agenda was the "Back to Barataria" field trip scheduled for Nov. 13-19.  Plans are being 
firmed up and approximately 38 members has signed up for the trip.  For more information, please 
contact Larry Porter. 
   
The latest issue of the Laffite Chronicles were on hand for pick up. 
 
Larry mentioned that long time member, Ann Forester, had recently had a heart attack and asked all to 
keep her in their thoughts. 
 
He mentioned that TAMU has hired a digital librarian who will be taking care of the archives. 
 
Jack Watson said that The Jane Long Society festival will be offering a series of lectures and that 
pamphlets describing them were available. 
   
 
Program Speaker – Betty Connor                       Topic –  James 
Bowie 
 
Betty began her presentation by saying that whenever she thinks of 
James Bowie two things come to mind:  the Bowie knife and his death 
at the Alamo. 
She first spoke about the dispute over who really made the Bowie knife.  
Some say Bowie himself and some say it was his brother, Rezin Bowie.  Then there 
are others who say that it was James Black who really was a blacksmith and a friend of the Bowie 
family.  What is known is that there were a series of knives that were refined and improved by Bowie 
himself.  Betty said that it was considered a dangerous weapon and some Southern states wanted to 
make it illegal while others wanted to place danger warnings on it to discourage its purchase.  Neither 
method worked since it was hugely popular.  It was so much in demand it had to be made in a small 
factory in Sheffield, England to accommodate the European market.  The knife's popularity is still 
evident today.  It is on the shoulder patch of the 39th Infantry Brigade headquartered in Arkansas.  The 
Marine WWII K-bar knife is modeled after it while in 1960 the Air Force included a version of it in the 
pilot's survival kit.  An original Bowie knife (1840s) in good condition could be sold for $20-25K today. 
 
Betty proceeded to tell about James Bowie, the man.  He was born in 1796, the ninth of ten children, in 
Logan County, Kentucky.  The family moved around a lot starting of in Georgia, moving then to 
Missouri and Louisiana.  All of the Bowie children were expected to help with the farm duties as well as 
learning to read, write, and James and Rezin spoke French and Spanish fluently.  In 1814 James and 
Rezin joined the militia and went to New Orleans only to find they had missed the battle for the city.  
James went to Rapides parish and made a living cutting timber.  Before his father's death, both sons 
were given their inheritances consisting of ten slaves along with horses and cattle.  The brothers had 
ambitions of taking advantage of rising land prices by becoming speculators, but lacking the capital they 
entered into the slave trade with Jean Laffite.  James made money on some slight of hand slave dealings 
to support his land speculation plans. In 1819 James joined the Long Expedition and remained with the 
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fighters until after Nacogdoches was captured and Texas was declared an independent republic. 1825 
James, Rezin, and Stephen Bowie bought the Acadia plantation near Alexandria and within two years 
had established the first steam mill used in the grinding of sugar cane.   
 
James had an ongoing feud with the sheriff of Rapides Parish and in 1927 they were both attending a 
duel in Natchez - each supporting a different duelist.  Neither duelist was hit and so they ended it by 
shaking hands, but their supporters would have none of that.  A brawl began and in the ensuing 
mayhem, Bowie was shot, then impaled with the sheriff's sword, but the sheriff was disemboweled by 
Bowie with his knife.  The fight gave Bowie his international reputation as a superb knife fighter. 
 
In 1828 James  became Catholic in order to take advantage of the religious preference that the Mexican 
state had for land grantees.  In 1830 he permanently moved to Texas and pledged his allegiance to 
Mexico that same year. 
During the years between 1830 and 1832 Bowie established himself as a land speculator and brought 
businesses into the area. On April 25, 1831, Bowie married nineteen-year-old Maria Ursula de 
Veramendi, the daughter of his business partner.  During the years of 1830-1832 the Mexican Congress 
passed a series of laws that seemed to discriminate against Anglo colonists in the province of Coahuila y 
Tejas, causing increased tension between the Anglo citizenry and Mexican officials.  In August,1832 
Bowie was involved in the Battle of Nacogdoches ending with the defeat the Mexican army there.  
Bowie lost his family in a cholera epidemic in 1833.  In 1835 Anglos in Texas began to agitate for war 
and Bowie worked with William Travis to gain support for it.   Later that same year the Texas 
Revolution began with the Battle of Gonzales.  In late 1835 Texas declared itself an independent state 
and formed a provisional government.  Meanwhile in early 1836 Ben Milam led an assault on San 
Antonio forcing the Mexican forces out.  Many Texians thought the war was over until they heard that 
Santa Ana was approaching with a large force.  Soon the fight for the Alamo began in earnest and a 
great Texas legend was born. 
 
Trivia:  Did you know that rock star David Bowie took his name from James Bowie and the Bowie knife? 
   
Miscellaneous 
 
October's presentation:  Lou Ann McBeth will speak on " Henry Journeay, a survivor of the notorious 
Black Bean Episode." 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:26PM. 

Tuesday, October 08, 2013   Meridian Retirement Center 

Submitted by Carolyn Peterson, Corresponding/Recording Secretary     
  

 
Board Members Present:  President Larry Porter, SVP Kathy Modzelewski, co-TVP Ginny 
Roberts/Lynette Haaga, Secretary Carolyn Peterson, Technology Director Rob Peterson, Treasurer Jeff 
Modzelewski, Archivist Dorothy Karolanovic, Publicity Director Dave Roberts, Editor Dan Cote 
 
Board Members Absent:  FVP Jack Watson, Parliamentarian Diane Olson, Coordinator of Research Pam 
Keyes 
 
Advisory Board Present: Kathy Modzelewski, Jeff Modzelewski, Jean Epperson 
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Advisory Board Absent: Pam Keyes, Dr. Reginald Wilson, Robert Vogel, Dale Olson 
   
 
President Larry Porter called the meeting to order at 6:32PM and began by thanking the Hospitality 
group that provided the delicious food for this meeting.  He then recognized many visitors to this 
evening's presentation, one being Rob Cooke of the Fort Bend County Historical Commission - a distant 
relative of tonight's topic. 
 
A field trip to Barataria and Grand Isle is set for November 14 with an October 15 signup date.  Please 
contact Larry Porter for details. 
 
On November 13-14 there is an event at Moody Gardens involving shipwrecks and Jack Watson will 
represent the Society at that event. 
 
It was announced that the next weekend was the Jane Long Festival on Bolivar and members were 
encouraged to attend. 
 
Jean Epperson brought a couple of her books for sale to the group. 
 
Lynette Haaga spoke about annual Christmas Banquet will be held at the View Finders Terrace at 
Moody Gardens on Sunday, December 15 with the theme of "Cafe Laffite".  The cocktail hour starts and 
6:00PM with dinner at 7:15.  The price is $60/person which includes one drink ticket plus there will be a 
cash bar.  Rooms are set aside at the hotel for a special rate for those who would like to stay overnight.  
Lynette also mentioned that the Meridian would be providing the meal for the next meeting in 
November. 
   
 
Program Speaker – Lou Graves McBeth                        Topic –  Henry Journeay and his Violin 
 
Lou Graves McBeth began by saying that she was bit intimidated by 1) following Betty Connor's presentation last month and 
2) having an ancestor of Journeay in the room to hear her presentation.  She said that her interest in history began when she 
found out that her great-great grandfather (Sheldon Graves) arrived in Galveston in 1838.  He opened a blacksmith shop on 
20th and Mechanic.  He died in 1855, but his widow lived until she was 93 and one half years and was one of the earliest 
women on Galveston Island.  She also said that in her research she found out that Henry Journeay and her own family's 
Galveston history intermingled during the same period.  Lou first became acquainted with Henry Journeay by visiting a 
Facebook site named "Traces of Texas" and saw a picture of Journeay's headstone in the Episcopal Cemetery in Galveston.  
The inscription said he survived the Mier Expedition; she confused it with the Mina Expedition, but Dale Olson set her 
straight.  Henry Journeay was a survivor of the notorious "Black Bean Incident". 
 

Journeay was born on Staten Island, NY in 1815.  He left for Texas in 1838 and joined the Texas army 
in 1842 just in time for the Mier Expedition.  As background Lou spoke about the two treaties after the 
Battle of San Jacinto - a public treaty and a secret treaty.  The public treaty said that all hostilities would 
stop, the Mexican troops would withdraw and not take up arms against the Texans, an exchange of 
prisoners and property would take place, and Santa Ana would be sent back to Mexico without the 
Texas Army pursuing his troops.  The secret treaty was for the immediate release of Santa Ana, for 
Mexico to recognize the independence of Texas, and the Texas border would be the Rio Grande river.  
Unfortunately, Mexico did not accept either treaty leaving Texans in fear of Mexican invasion into their 
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towns -- which happened in San Antonio in March 1842.  In an attempt to draw the Mexican troops into 
a fight, a company of Texas scouts were sent to Salado Creek where they were all killed (Dawson's 
Massacre).  As a result of this and other battles Sam Houston sent Alexander Somervell and 700 
volunteers on raids into the disputed lands.  After several skirmishes back and forth, Somervell decided 
that this was going to cost Texas too much money and decided to disband the group, but many of the 
volunteers were not ready to turn back and chose William Fisher as their new leader.  In December, 
1842 the remaining troops  entered the town of Mier, at first encountering little resistance.  On 
December 25 a large Mexican detachment arrived and the battle raged for twenty four hours.  The 
Texans while only losing thirty men, eventually ran out of ammunition, food, and supplies and were 
forced to surrender. Unknown to them, they had inflicted over 800 Mexican casualties.  They were taken 
prisoner and forced marched to Mexico City.  Some prisoners tried to escape, but were later recaptured.  
When Santa Ana heard of the escape attempt he ordered all to be executed, but the governor of Coahuila 
refused to carry out this order and implemented a "decimation" order.  One hundred and fifty nine white 
beans and seventeen black beans were placed in a jar and the prisoners were forced to draw one.  Those 
drawing the black beans were executed immediately.  The majority of the remaining Americans were 
imprisoned in Pecote Prison in Vera Cruz and one of those was Henry Journeay.  This is where the story 
of Henry and his violin begins. 
 
Lou read an excerpt from the Abilene news and it said that all the prisoners had duties and Journeay's was in the carpenter 
shop.  He was able to smuggle out wood, glass, bone, and a razor along with other odds and ends that he used in the creation 
of his violin.  He entertained his fellow prisoners and the noise they made masked the sound of an escape in the making.  
Several groups escaped, but Journeay refused to join them.  On September 18, 1844 Journeay and the remaining prisoners 
were released and sent back to Texas.  Lou said she had no information about where Journeay 
settled immediately after his release, but she found him on the 1850 census of Galveston as a 
carpenter and living in a livery stable A later census lists him in the sash and blind business.  He 
married Caroline Wetzel in 1851, had six children, and served as an alderman for the city several 
times between 1850 and 1859.  Lou's ancestor was an alderman during this same period.  During the 
Battle of Galveston (Civil War) the Union commander was killed (Captain Wainwright) and a coffin 
was required that was supplied by Henry Journeay.  Lou's ancestor was an engineer on one of the 
cotton clads that rammed the Union ship (Harriet Blaine) making it possible to capture it.  Lou noted 
the involvement of the Masons in the burial of the Union commander and showed us Journeay's 
application to join one of the lodges in Galveston, but it was never completed. 
 

Having survived the horrific events in Mexico, Henry was the victim of a freak 
accident.  On this way home from a musical performance with his wife, their 
wagon was hit by a mule drawn trolley and after several months he succumbed to his injuries that had 
required amputation.  His obituary states that he was a very upstanding citizen and known to all as a 
very good person.  His family graciously gave the violin to the State of Texas for all its citizens to enjoy. 
The Dawson Massacre and Mier Expedition were memorialized in 1937 on a monument that was erected in La Grange.   
 
Questions 
Can the land grant be tracked?  Yes.  Rob Cooke is going to Austin to pursue this. 
 
A note:  The Masonic funeral is going to be reenacted in January as part of the Battle of Galveston 
celebration. 
Jeff said that he has the minutes for the actual ceremony and that they are very touching to read. 
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Larry mentioned reading a story about one of the bean drawers who noticed that the white beans were 
smaller than the black ones so he reached all the way to the bottom of the jar to get a white bean since 
the larger black ones were at the top.  Supposedly he was a Texas Ranger named Bigfoot Wallace. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:25PM. 

Tuesday, November 12, 2013   Meridian Retirement Center 

Submitted by Carolyn Peterson, Corresponding/Recording Secretary     
  

 
Board Members Present:  President Larry Porter, FVP Jack Watson, co-TVP Ginny Roberts/Lynette 
Haaga, Secretary Carolyn Peterson, Technology Director Rob Peterson, Treasurer Jeff Modzelewski, 
Archivist Dorothy Karolanovic, Publicity Director Dave Roberts, Editor Dan Cote 
Board Members Absent:  Coordinator of Research Pam Keyes, SVP Kathy Modzelewski, 
Parliamentarian Diane Olson 
 
Advisory Board Present: Jeff Modzelewski, Jean Epperson 
 
Advisory Board Absent: Pam Keyes, Dr. Reginald Wilson, Robert Vogel, Kathy Modzelewski, Dale 
Olson 
   
President Larry Porter called the meeting to order at 7:06PM.  Larry thanked the staff of the Meridian 
for providing the evening's food and drink and it was delicious. 
 
Lynette Haaga spoke about the Christmas party being held at Moody Gardens on December 15 
encouraging everyone to participate.  The price is $60 per person and that includes food and two drink 
tickets.  Special room rates have been arranged for the Society members, but you must make your own 
reservation. 
 
Larry mentioned several special events taking place in November.  The first was the "Back to Barataria" 
field trip that was taking place soon after this month's meeting.  The other was the Monterrey Ship 
Wreck seminar that was held at Moody Gardens with Jack Watson acting as the Society representative. 
   
 
Program Speaker – Jack Watson                       Topic –  Dr. James Long - Part II 
 
Jack began by saying that this is a continuation of his presentation on Dr. James Long (Laffite Society 
Minutes, July 08, 2013, Part I).  He said that most of what is known about Dr. Long comes to us through 
the writings of Maribeau B. Lamar based on Jane Long's recollections of her husband.  Jack showed a 
compilation of Lamar's writings about Long prepared by Jean Epperson saying that it was very well 
done and that she is giving it to the Laffite archives.  He said that Lamar's stories should be taken with a 
grain of salt and that the impetus for his own research was to pick holes in Lamar's work.  Jack 
wondered why James Long didn't quit after being defeated at Nacogdoches, his wife was nowhere to be 
found, and his creditors were after him.  James went to New Orleans after hearing that there was new 
support to be had for the filibuster movement.  In New Orleans Long made the acquaintance of Eleazar 
Ripley (a retired general in the War of 1812 and Louisiana politician) who thought the overthrow of the 
Spanish government was possible if the Mexican insurgents were included in the filibuster.  These were 
the people who had been fighting for independence since 1810 and Ripley chose Felix Trespalacios 
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Milam, William Christy, and John Austin.  In April of 1820 James returned to Bolivar accompanied by 
Jane and Warren D.C. Hall.  The Longs' return and Laffite's exit from Galveston overlapped by about 
one month.  It was during this time that Jane attended dinner with Laffite.  James stayed at Bolivar (Fort 
Las Casas) for about 18 months with support coming from Ripley and Trespalacios.  Despite Lamar's 
flowery description of life at Bolivar there was dissension in the ranks.  Many of the soldiers wanted to 
march on to San Antonio, but Ripley, who controlled the purse strings, told them to stay where they 
were to act as security for future settlers that were to be brought to the area.  Many problems started to 
creep up during this period. Trespalacios visited Bolivar during the time and found that the soldiers were 
not being paid. Trespalacios came up with an idea of printing script for payment, but then the soldiers 
found out the script was worthless and Long had to defend him from the wrath of the troops.  Then 
Long, in his wisdom, decided to battle the Karankawa Indians killing forty and pushing the rest off 
Galveston (Battle of Three Trees).  Jack thought it a waste of time and ammunition, but Lamar thought it 
was to keep the troops sharp.  A nephew of Trespalacios, Santiago Modello, came to Bolivar and 
immediately started trouble in the fort.  A final incident ended with his execution by Long's troops.  
Surprisingly, Trespalacios did not appear to be overly upset about his nephew's demise!  He seemed to 
be very friendly toward Long when they met in New Orleans shortly after the execution.   
 
In 1821 a two pronged scheme to attack Mexico was hatched.  Trespalacios, Milam and Christy were to 
enter Mexico by way of Tampico by sea,  Long and his troops were to march on La Bahia (close to 
today's Goliad) and then destinations south where both groups were to reunite.  Long told his wife that 
he would be back in about ten days, but they never saw each other again.  Long's men captured La Bahia 
without a shot being fired on the Spanish side - everyone had evacuated.  After 10-12 days Long was 
captured by Ignacio Perez - the same 
person who had killed his brother, David, some time earlier.  The details of his capture are unclear since 
the witness accounts vary so greatly.  Jack stated that this was a really bad time for Long's group to 
attempt a filibuster since there were so many different factions inside Mexico trying to gain 
independence that outsiders were viewed with suspicion and risked being jailed.  During the next five 
months Long's group was marched to San Antonio where they were very ill treated, then on to Monterey 
and eventually Mexico City where they were recognized as supporters of the revolution and treated 
much better.  Finally they were reunited with Ben Milam's group in Mexico City in April, 1822.  Ten 
days later, James Long was dead.   
 
What was happening in Mexico during this period?  The winner of the revolution was Augustin de 
Iturbide, a longtime loyalist who had no problem switching sides during the revolution.  During this time 
Long, Milam and Trespalacios disagreed. Trespalacios wanted to join Iturbide, but the others did not. 
Trespalacios arranged a meeting between Long and Iturbide where Long was reported to be insulting 
and turned down the offer of a high ranking position in the Mexican Army.  Still Long was given a 
passport in Mexico City and could come and go at will.  One day he was joining a Colonel Riley (?) for 
chocolate and as he approached the fort Long was challenged by soldiers. As Long reached for his 
passport, he was shot dead.  As to who was behind this killing, Jack said that this is a real who dunnit.  
On the behest of Ben Milam Iturbide had the incident investigated and it was declared an accident.  
Conveniently this happened on the soldier's first day on the job.  He was convicted of some sort of 
manslaughter charge, imprisoned for five months, then upon his release was promoted - Interesting.  But 
who really killed Long?  Most historians today think Trespalacios had him killed as revenge for his 
nephew's death on Bolivar.  Jack doesn't think it was Trespalacios because he didn't fit the mold or have 
anything in his past to indicate he was a villain.  Also Milam, Long, Trespalacios, Christy, and Austin 



 13 

had a very strong bond during their campaign and Jack does not believe that Trespalacios would have 
violated this trust by having one of their own killed.  Jack suggests that it might have been Iturbide since 
he did have a reputation for cruelty and murder -- even bragging to his own troops about his 
involvement in a mass execution.  Jack then gives a third option - that it was indeed an accident caused 
by a mouthy gringo talking back to a green, inexperienced soldier. 
 
Ben Milam and the gang thought it was Trespalacios and they intended to ambush and kill him, but they 
were betrayed by one of their own.  They were imprisoned for five months, then released.  Milam found 
Jane Long in Alexandria and gave her a letter from James as well as some other papers and a narrative 
of what happened in Mexico.  He became one of her favorite suitors.  Within a few weeks, Milam and 
Trespalacios were tight friends again after Trespalacios convinced Milam of his innocence in Long's 
death. 
 
More research is needed to get to the truth. 
   
Miscellaneous 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:57PM. 

Tuesday, January 14, 2014   Meridian Retirement Center 

Submitted by Carolyn Peterson, Corresponding/Recording Secretary     
  

 
Board Members Present:  President Larry Porter, FVP Jack Watson, SVP Kathy Modzelewski, co-TVP 
Ginny Roberts/Lynette Haaga, Secretary Carolyn Peterson, Technology Director Rob Peterson, 
Treasurer Jeff Modzelewski, Archivist Dorothy Karolanovic, Publicity Director Dave Roberts, Editor 
Dan Cote 
 
Board Members Absent:  Coordinator of Research Pam Keyes, Parliamentarian Diane Olson 
 
Advisory Board Present: Jeff Modzelewski, Jean Epperson, Kathy Modzelewski 
 
Advisory Board Absent: Pam Keyes, Dr. Reginald Wilson, Robert Vogel, Dale Olson 
   
The meeting began at 7:06PM with a champagne toast by President Larry Porter wishing all a Happy 
New Year. 
Helen Mooty announced that the Galveston County Museum is now on Facebook and encouraged all to 
go to the web page and hit "Like".  She said that new pictures and videos are being loaded every week.  
Larry announced that it is time for yearly dues to be paid and that Kathy Modzelewski was available to 
take payment.  Jean Epperson introduced some new publications about Laffite - some good, some not so 
good.  The first is titled "Jean Laffite - The Pirate That Saved America".  The other is titled " The Paper 
Republic:  The Struggle for Money, Credit and Independence in the Republic of Texas".  The author of 
the this book will speak at the March meeting of the Society. 
 
The next topic on the agenda was Mardi Gras which will be on March 4.  The Society has again been 
graciously invited by Jack McCoy to celebrate at his condominium in the Panama Hotel Lofts. 
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The Seminar at Texas A&M is scheduled for April 25th and 26th.  Five different sessions have been 
decided upon and speakers have been selected.  The general theme is the people who surrounded Laffite 
like Jim Bowie and the people left behind when Laffite exited Galveston. The program based on the 
letters of John A. Laffite will be presented at the seminar. 
 
Larry said that the February meeting's food menu will be Mardi Gras based and he reminded people to 
sign up for food donations. 
 
Jan Porter spoke about the upcoming Spring style show benefiting the Salvation Army that will be held 
March 20th.  Please contact her for information and tickets. 
 
Publicity Director Dave Roberts asked Larry to announce that the story in the newspaper about the 
Christmas party was not printed as he had submitted it and hoped no one was offended if he/she was left 
out. 
   
 
Program Speaker – Greg Whittaker                       Topic –  Here Be Monsters 
 
Jack Watson introduced Greg Whittaker by saying that 
he is the animal husbandry manager at Moody Gardens 
and a new member of the Society.  Greg was born in 
New York State and came to Galveston in 1985 to attend 
Texas A&M - Galveston.  He worked at the old Sea-
Arama, then at the Marine Biomedical Institute, and 
ended up at Moody Gardens.  After a stint of working 
overseas, he came back to Moody Gardens in 2002 and 
has been there ever since. 
 
Greg said that his talk is about the animals that inspired 
the myths of nautical folklore going back a very long 
time and crossing many cultures.  His reference material was a book called "Sea Monsters on Medieval 
and Renaissance Maps" and said that it lays the groundwork for research that continues today.  He said 
that he has heard the term "Here Be Monsters" so frequently he thought it would seen on many pirate 
maps and other historical documents, but the term (HC SVNT DRACONES) has been found to exist on 
only two maps on globes.  The first is the Hunt-Lennox globe that was produced around 1503-1507 and 
the second was on a conjoined engraved ostrich egg from East Asia from approximately the same time 
period.  It is thought that the term referred to Komodo dragons. The globe now resides in the Lennox 
collection in the New York Public Library (Wikipedia).  It has been concluded that the globe was a 
copper cast of the ostrich egg.   
 
Monsters show up on a "T-O" Mappaemundi (9th century) that depicts the Mediterranean Sea, the Nile, 
the Tanais River forming a T separating Europe, Asia, and Africa.  Representations of mythical sea 
creatures can be seen on these types of maps especially in the areas where they were known shipping 

lanes.  Sometimes these creatures were depicted as hybrids between terrestrial 
and marine animals such as this cross between an elephant and squid.  Our 
speaker gave several examples of this type of hybrid. He showed an 
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illustration of an animal swallowing a man, possibly Jonah and the whale.  There was a medieval theory 
that anything that could be found on land had an aquatic counterpart spawning things like sea dogs, sea 
horses, sea lions, and many others.  Between the 13th and 16th centuries monsters were more frequently 
showing up on maps and globes to indicate areas of great danger. For example, they were often 
illustrated as attacking whales and mysterious sirens.  This information was from mappaemundi which 
were not accurate nautical maps but source materials that practiced artistic license.  Nautical maps of the 
time did contain some basic information regarding shipping lanes, but a buyer had to pay for the 
addition of any desired monsters and dragons.  The nautical maps were at least useful tools to the 
mariner. 
Greg showed a series of slides illustrating some mythological animals evolving into their more realistic 
terrestrial counterparts.  He ended his presentation by going through a list of animals and how they were 
possibly mistaken for sea monsters in the past such as the sirens that are believed to have really been 
manatees. 
 
Questions 
Some pictures showed whales with two spouts -any other animals that have two?  Seals and some other 

pinnipeds have two nostrils, but whales have only one spout.  He thinks it was artistic license. 
What is the great white whale as in Moby Dick?  It was a sperm whale with a mottled white forehead. 
What extinct species would have been in the area 200 years ago?  The Caribbean monk seal and tarpon 

used to inhabit this area within the period question was the answer. 
What is your opinion of the Loch Ness Monster?  Greg thinks it might be a land-locked seal, or even 

possibly a Plesiosaur.  
   
Miscellaneous 
 
Future Presentations 
February:  Root Choyce Vessels that Laffite sailed in and the vessels he went after 
March: James Bevill "The Paper Republic:  The Struggle for Money, Credit and       

                          Independence in the Republic of Texas" 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:57PM. 
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The Curious Case of the Laffite Bibles 
By  

Pam Keyes 
 

The biggest mystery in the Jean Laffite Collection at Sam Houston Regional Library at Liberty, 
Texas, is not the Journal of Jean Laffite manuscript_rather, it is the two French Bibles that are part of 
that same collection. Both La Sainte Bibles were published in French in New York, one in 1820, and the 
other in 1839, and both contain purported genealogical data relating to the family of the famous 
privateers Jean and Pierre Laffite, and to Jean’s second wife, Emma Mortimore. Some of these entries 
are duplicated in handwriting on otherwise blank pages between the two Bibles. 

The 1820 Bible bears an 1832 dated French inscription with the flourished signature of Jean 
Laffite: 

“Jan. 1, 1832 Je la presente a ma chere bien amee Madamoiselle Emma Hortense Mortimore De 
ton fidele Jean Laffite.”  

The inscription is opposite the title page. 
Perhaps the most controversial aspect of these two Bibles is the death information about Jean 

Laffite, found in handwritten duplicated entries in both, claiming that he died May 5, 1854, in Alton, Ill.  
(This conflicts with the Colombian newspaper account of the Feb. 5, 1823, death of Jean Laffite on the 
General Santander privateer off the coast of Honduras due to wounds incurred in a battle with Spanish 
ships) 

  Genealogical data written in various penmanship in these two volumes goes from 1608 to 1924, 
and would seem to contain a wealth of information about Jean Laffite, but none of the material given 
about him in these Bibles has been located elsewhere in French, Caribbean or US archives. The fact that 
none of the data has been confirmed independently of the Laffite Collection has resulted in most 
professional researchers choosing to overlook the Bibles and debunk them as worthless historically. 
Further, the Bibles’ association with purported Laffite descendant John A. Laffite/Nafsinger/Matejka as 
part of the Laffite Collection which he sold to William Simpson and Johnny Jenkins in 1969 has made 
some historians suspect them as possible forgeries.  

  However, the Laffite Bibles are more than what they appear at first glance. After a thorough 
perusal through copies of all written pages in the two Bibles, provided by Sam Houston’s staff at the 
author’s request in the Fall of 2013, some surprising discoveries were made.  The most astonishing 
finding is that the facsimiles of the Laffite Bible data and inscriptions shown in Stanley Clisby Arthur’s 
“Jean Laffite, Gentleman Rover” biography (1952, Harmanson) do not match handwriting of the same 
statements in either of the Laffite Bibles in the collection at Sam Houston. The Arthur book’s photostat 
facsimiles were made from some other Laffite Bible that John A. Laffite showed to Arthur, a Laffite 
Bible which is not, and has never been, a part of the Laffite Collection at Sam Houston. 

  As an example, see the illustration. At top is the Jean Laffite inscription to Emma found in the 
1820 La Sainte Bible. At bottom is the same, taken from Arthur’s facsimile. Note that Laffite is spelled 
“Lafitte” in Arthur’s rendition. Also, note the handwriting differences, and the different positioning of 
words and letters. The January 1 of the 1820 Bible is January 4 in the Arthur facsimile. The “De ton 
fidele” endearment of the salutation is faint in the 1820 Bible, heavy in the Arthur version, plus the 
penmanship is different on the signature itself. It is clearly a different example. 

  All the Bible entry facsimiles shown in Arthur’s book which were supposedly taken from a 
Laffite Bible are different from any in the two Bibles at Sam Houston, but the differences don’t stop 
there.  More surprises were found. 
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  On page 220 of “Gentleman Rover,” Arthur reproduces  a Jean Laffite signed statement which 
Arthur says was from a flyleaf of the (Laffite) Bible. The statement says in French, “I owe all my 
ingenuity to the great intuition of my Grandmother ,  a Spanish Jewess, who was a witness at the time of 
the Inquisition.”  This inscription is not found in any form in either the 1820 or 1839 Bibles in the 
Laffite Collection at Sam Houston. The statement is found, in photographic rendition, in the Vantage 
Press 1958 edition of “The Journal of Jean Laffite,” privately printed by John A. Laffite. The inscription, 
however, is not the same as the one in the Arthur book. 

  So we have two different Laffite inscriptions with the same wording about the grandmother, 
neither of which are found in the two Bibles at Liberty. Where did they come from? There is a clue. In 
the Vantage Press book, a title page is shown for yet another La Sainte Bible, but this one is a 1798 
French one published in Amsterdam! 

  What happened to the 1798 Bible? Why isn’t it in the Laffite Collection at Sam Houston? And 
just how many Laffite Bibles were there, after all, with copied writings? 

  There does seem to be an answer to the conundrum of what happened to the missing 
pages/Bibles, found in a letter John A. Laffite wrote to Audrey Lloyd of Midland, Texas, in the late 
1960s: 

  “Their (sic) whole or entire family tree of my ancestors three children, two sons, and one 
daughter were in one bible fly leaf_Another “Bible” of Pierre Laffite’s descendants down_and another 
“bible Hebrew,” and another “A Portugeuse Bible” and a “Masonic Bible” were lost in the house fire on 
Dec. 8, 1959. The 1798 delicate bible was completely soaked with water from fire dept. soaking into 
charred debris of TV studio fire that ruined it beyond description.” 

  (This letter to Mrs. Lloyd is in the Sam Houston Laffite Collection, along with other letters 
from John A. Laffite to Mrs. Lloyd, a writer that he was trying to get to write a book.) 

 If we take John A. Laffite’s report to Mrs. Lloyd at face value, there were no less than seven 
Laffite-related Bibles, but five of those were lost to fires. 

  At this point, given that many researchers and historians think John A. Laffite was a fraud and 
possibly a forger, most would probably shrug their shoulders and say, so what, all the Bibles are fakes. 
There is a last surprise, though, a revelation that will show that the Laffite Bibles at Sam Houston are 
not and could not have been fakes. Instead, they are actually bigger mysteries than the Laffite Journal 
itself! 

  The 1820 New York imprint, French edition of the La Sainte Bible is extremely rare in the rare 
book market. There are none like it listed on the main rare book dealers’ online search engine, 
ABE.com. Ones which are similar are in the $4,000 range. The 1839 New York imprint, French edition 
of La Sainte Bible is almost as rare. The early Masonic Bible mentioned in John A.’s letter as being in 
the original Laffite Collection is even rarer than the 1820 Bible. These early 1800s American imprint 
Bibles have been of extreme rarity for many years, due to the fact that few were printed at the time, thus 
there was a very low press run. The ones which do survive generally have family data written in them.  
A pristine unmarked 1820 or 1839 French Bible published in New York would be almost impossible to 
find today at any price. The same conditions held true in the 1940s, when John A. supposedly amassed 
and faked the collection. Even if he could have found such rare Bibles to manifest Laffite forgeries, he 
could not have afforded them on his paltry railroad engineers’ pay from the Missouri Pacific Railroad. 

  By the process of elimination and deductive reasoning, the answer seems clear: the 1820 and 
1839 Bibles at Sam Houston are genuine. They are not forgeries; the unique and duplicated written 
information in them about Laffite genealogy apparently resulted from family members copying 
information between their Bibles, as the penmanship varies widely. The great enigma remains their 
provenance. 
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* The Jean Laffite Collection which belonged to John A. Laffite was donated to the Sam 

Houston Regional Library and Research, Texas State Library and Archives Commission, by former 
Texas governor Price Daniel in 1978. In addition to the 1820 and 1839 Bibles, that collection includes 
the 257-page Journal of Jean Laffite French manuscript in a leather bound volume; a leather bound 
ledger book; a small leather bound copy book dating from 1840; a small leather bound book printed in 
1850; photographs of family and friends dating from 1850-1900 (21 loose photos and a photo album); a 
small 6 by 8-inch portrait of Jean Laffite; an 1806 Laffite ship document, and a large portfolio 
containing photographs used in Stanley Clisby Arthur’s “Jean Laffite, Gentleman Rover” book. Daniel 
purchased the collection in 1975 from William Simpson of Houston for $12,500. (Source: Introduction, 
the Journal of Jean Laffite, Its History and Controversy, by Robert L. Schaadt from “The Memoirs of 
Jean Laffite,” translated by Gene Marshall, 1999, Xlibris Corporation.) 
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JAMES LONG, THE LAST FILIBUSTER 
PART II:  BOLIVAR AND LA BAHIA, 1819 

JAMES LONG’S MYSTERIOUS DEATH, 1822 
by 

Jack Watson 
 

Part one of this biographical sketch of James Long (see Laffite Chronicles Volume XIX, Number 
2, September, 2013) covered James Long’s early life and his first filibuster expedition into Spanish 
Texas in 1819. After capturing Nacogdoches and the apparent success of merging his resources with that 
of Privateer Jean Laffite in Galveston, Long’s mission ended in disaster if not total defeat. The Spanish 
had routed Long’s men and sent the whole operation fleeing for their lives back to Louisiana. The 
agreement with Laffite now meant nothing. A few loyal men stayed on and camped at Anahuac and 
Bolivar hoping that Long could somehow revive the effort.  

James Long was a determined young man. He returned to Louisiana to claim a business and 
some money he had left and found the business had been squandered and the money stolen. Creditors 
called the Sheriff on Long and he had to give up his horse and saddle to satisfy the debts. He was stuck 
in central Louisiana with no money or transportation. His poor wife, who just had the most terrifying 
experience of fleeing from a Spanish army through the wilderness, was staying with and dependent upon 
friends and relatives. At this point, once again, one has to wonder about what this fellow was thinking. 
Why not gather up your family and remaining belongings, head home, and get on with life- a normal 
one! At this low point in Long’s life, the following tale, if true, might have been the episode that helped 
him press on. After seeing Long lose his horse and saddle a stranger, Josiah Bell, gave his own horse 
and saddle to Long. He refused Long’s offer of his wristwatch in return. Josiah Bell returned to his 
native Kentucky and later became one of the original 300 settlers under Stephen Austin. James Long 
seemed to have new life. He went on to New Orleans looking for new support. 

The second Long expedition starts here. In New Orleans Long found new financial and logistical 
support. He wasn’t popular with all the investors in this group but popular enough to get the backing for 
another attempt to take Texas from Spain. The leader of this group in New Orleans, with new money 
and new ideas, was Eleazar W. Ripley, a resigned U.S. general with grand plans for Texas. He had 
elaborate and detailed plans on how to settle Texas after the Spanish were gone. He envisioned a country 
where slavery was outlawed and also planned for extensive public construction of roads and railroads to 
serve the new Texans. Suffering from health and personal problems, Ripley never made it to Texas, but 
he believed the secret to winning Texas was to work with the Mexican revolutionaries who had started 
their war of independence in 1810, under Father Hidalgo. His link to this group was Jose Felix 
Trespalacios. 

Trespalacios was a seasoned veteran of the Mexican War of Independence. He had been 
sentenced to death and imprisoned twice, only to escape and flee to Cuba and then to New Orleans. He 
was popular at home and allied with some of the most promising of the potential new leaders in Mexico. 
Ripley introduced Long to Trespalacios as well as soldiers of fortune Benjamin Milam, John Austin, and 
William Christy. Over the next 24 months these men would get to know one another very well. The first 
plan of action was to set up a military outpost at Bolivar, where they expected no Spanish resistance. 
James Long, accompanied by his wife Jane, and Warren D. C. Hall, arrived in Bolivar in April, 1820, 
and established Fort Las Casas. Jean Laffite left Galveston Island, and burned his commune of 
Campeche just a few weeks later in May. Long was probably happy to see him go. He didn’t need 
Laffite anymore. He had new friends. 
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Fort Las Casas must have been an interesting place. James Long finally had his fort along with a 
loyal following and military discipline. Long had two primary rules for the fort- no cursing and no 
corporal punishment. Some of his officers sent for their wives back in Mississippi and Louisiana, 
barracks and houses were built, and according to Mirabeau Lamar, the presence of Mrs. Long, along 
with her flowers made the place “pleasant and romantic”. Everyone was “cheerful and happy”, and the 
place was almost “like a fairyland,” with the “banner of independence floating unmolested in the 
breeze.” Bolivar can be an enchanting place in the spring and Jane Long probably really felt this way 
about the place, especially now that her husband had his command and apparently had the financial 
backing to accomplish his dream. Behind the scenes, things weren’t so rosy. Fresh supplies and pay for 
the troops was always running behind. Ripley wanted Long and his men to stay put and start growing 
cotton for export and foodstuffs for their own consumption. He felt the settlers would start pouring in if 
they felt they had military protection. This group of filibusters was not into an agricultural venture 
however. Long and his men were ready to march into La Bahia and San Antonio, and sitting on their 
hands at Bolivar caused much discontent and desertion among the rank and file. Trespalacios was 
declared the new president of the Supreme Council and devised a scheme of worthless script to pay the 
soldiers. Once they determined their pay was valueless, many at the fort abandoned the effort. In 
addition, some financial backers in New Orleans got burnt on the deal and it was all Ripley could do to 
hold them in line. Then, in all his wisdom, General Long picked a fight with the local native Americans 
that cost him valuable supplies and ammunition, not to mention the loss of life of about forty outgunned 
and probably innocent Karankawa Indians. In addition to these unsettling events, Long had a young 
Mexican officer “executed” for treason. The young man, Santiago Modello, was a nephew of 
Trespalacios, and his death possibly set the stage for Long’s murder in Mexico City a mere nine months 
later. 
 

What Happened in La Bahia? 
 

By September, 1821, a plan of action was put into place. Trespalacios, Milam, Austin and 
Christy sailed from Bolivar for Vera Cruz for an attack there that would lead them on a march to Mexico 
City. General Long would take the remaining 50 men and proceed via water and land to forcibly take La 
Bahia, near present day Goliad. All of this seemed fine except the Treaty of Cordova had been signed in 
August, 1821, whereby the Spanish had relinquished Mexico and Texas to the revolutionaries. Mr. Long 
and company were marching into Mexico and Texas to free it from Spanish rule, yet it had already been 
freed from Spanish rule. One can only assume that they felt that by marching in they would be 
welcomed as accomplices and could get in on the action. It was known in Bolivar that the treaty had 
been signed before they left. Long’s only excuse was that he heard that La Bahia was still in the hands 
of Royalists. Local Indians at the Bay of Copano confirmed this to him. Long told his wife Jane that he 
would be gone ten days. He never saw her again.  

It would be nine months before a government was established by the newly freed Mexican 
people. The new government was led by Agustin de Iturbide (1783-1824). Iturbide was a monarchist. 
His “plan de Igula” called for a new Mexican Empire with him as Emperor. In May, 1822, he was 
proclaimed Agustin I, Emperor of Mexico. This was a far cry from James Long’s dream of a Republic. 
During this nine month transition, alliances changed throughout the country. Military units that had been 
strict Royalists (including Iturbide!) switched sides, and then switched back again to feel out the 
situation or to satisfy the rumors at hand. It just wasn’t the time for an invasion from the outside such as 
the one Long, Ripley, and Trespalacios were attempting. Luckily Trespalacios was allied with the 
wining side of the new government under Iturbide. During this confusing time of transition, whatever 
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powers that were temporarily in charge in Mexico viewed any attack from the outside as an 
unauthorized invasion of their new and hard won country. 

James Long pressed on. After being informed that the garrison at La Bahia was still in Spanish 
hands, Long marched his men thirty miles overland at night to attack the sleepy village and small 
garrison at dawn. An eyewitness said Long and his men made so much noise and racket during his 
charge it sounded as though he had 300 men, not 50. It upset all the residents so that they fled into the 
surrounding brush with their belongings. He met no resistance and the commander of the small local 
garrison, Garcia, informed him they were not Loyalists at all, but were under the new Mexican 
government. Meanwhile, Antonio Martinez, the Spanish governor of Texas still in charge in San 
Antonio, sent an army of 300 out to meet him under the leadership of Ignacio Perez, the same populist 
commander that had run Long out of Texas and killed his brother two years earlier. What is undisputable 
is that after a few days in La Bahia, Long and his men were made prisoners and treated as such. How 
this came about is cloudy, with varying narratives provided, even by eyewitnesses.  

Contemporary historians report the event based on these two eyewitness accounts. One account 
was that of John McHenry (1798-1878). McHenry, a native Irishmen, was a maritime soldier of fortune 
out of New Orleans, who had sailed with Laffite on his departure from Galveston in 1820. He became 
part of a mutiny against Laffite and after returning to New Orleans joined the Long expedition in 
Bolivar. His story of what happened in La Bahia was related to historian and Indianola neighbor John 
Henry Brown in 1853, when he was 55 years of age, so it was 32 years after the fact. According to his 
account, Long was duped by the Mexicans after a brief skirmish. They told Long they were really 
patriots of the new government and only dressed in Royalist uniforms to fool a nearby Royalist unit. 
McHenry says he could hardly believe it when Long took the bait, laid down all his arms and welcomed 
them as friends. That is

The other eyewitness of the event was timelier and probably correct. On October 11, 1821, 
Tomas Buentello, the mayor of La Bahia, sent a letter to the authorities in San Antonio requesting 
reimbursements for cattle and food take by Long and his men from local residents. Buentello’s 
description of Long’s stay, printed in the Lamar Papers, is interesting and almost comical. He maintains 
that Long went out to meet Perez, didn’t like the terms of a suggested surrender, and returned to the 
town prepared to fight. After a day and a half of scattered battles, Long’s men were out numbered and 
surrendered. Historians of the time reported the version that best reflected their own prejudges. What 
really happened? We might not ever know. One thing was for sure. The second of the Long expeditions, 
just like the first, was over in defeat. 

 hard to believe. After this, McHenry says he and Long and all the others were 
made prisoners of war and marched by Perez to San Antonio.  

 
The Mysterious Death of James Long 

 
For the next five months, over the winter of 1821-1822, Long and his men were marched from 

La Bahia to San Antonio, then on to Laredo and Monterrey. They were treated poorly at first but as they 
got into the interior of Mexico, they were treaded well, even though they remained imprisoned. Long 
struck up a friendship with one of the local commanders who actually loaned him money so he could 
buy new clothes for his men. Local residents even brought the men gifts of food. Meanwhile, 
Trespalacios, Milam, Christy, and Austin had met the same fate in Vera Cruz when they arrived. They 
were viewed as invaders, arrested, and sent to Mexico City. Eventually, by March, 1822, they all were 
reunited with Long in this capital of the new country and were recognized as participants in the war for 
Mexican independence. They were all free to roam the city but forbidden to leave. Long might have 
finally began to feel the respect he felt he deserved. Old alliances broke down here however. 
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Trespalacios became a top aide of Iturbide, and was named governor of Texas. Long may have resented 
this. Relations between Trespalacios and Milam cooled over political matters, but the pragmatic 
Trepalacios worked hard to bring them all together, especially Long and Iturbide. James Long’s 
stubbornness and his pride kept him from accepting Iturbide’s “empire”. A significant amount of 
political intrigue occurred between our main characters during that brief, nearly two week period in the 
spring of 1822. 

Ten days after he arrived in Mexico City, James Long was shot and killed. He had gone to visit a 
friend that morning, was challenged by a military sentry, and as he was reaching in his pocket for his 
passport, the soldier shot him dead. At the age of 29, the young warrior died only about 36 months after 
he started out on this quest in Natchez, Mississippi. He had plenty of opportunities to stop and 
reconsider things but his determination kept him going. He just about made it.  

Iturbide was “infuriated” when he heard the news. An initial investigation was held and the 
ordeal was declared an accident. The death of James Long is a first class mystery, a real whodunit. Felix 
Trespalacios has been assumed to be the culprit in the murder by most historians. Milam, Austin, and 
Christy, released by the government, were so convinced that Trespalacios was responsible, they risked 
their own lives in an attempted assassination of their former comrade. The retaliation was unsuccessful 
however. No one knows what made them point the finger at Trespalacios. He had motive. After all, 
Long had executed his nephew in Bolivar. In addition, Long was in political competition with 
Trespalacios. But then, they all were in political competition with each other. The three would-be 
assassins were jailed back in Mexico City. Iturbide wanted them shot, but Trespalacios intervened. After 
ten months in jail, they were all luckily released into the custody of the new United States ambassador, 
in Mexico City to recognize the new government. This occurred in December, 1822. All three American 
adventurers returned to the U.S.  

Despite the fact that Trespalacios has always been assumed to be the murderer, he just does not 
seem to fit the part. Lamar describes him as “tall, sedate, and dignified,” and one who brought 
“tranquility” to the camp at Bolivar. He went on to survive several changes in government as time 
progressed in Mexico, always acting pragmatically as a peacemaker and negotiator. Throughout his 
political career he served with honor and just never played the part of a villain. Further evidence for his 
possible innocence was his later relationship with Ben Milam.  

After Milam left Mexico he returned to the east coast of the United States. After a few months he 
made it a point to go visit Jane Long in Rodney, Mississippi. He claimed to have personal belongings 
and papers of Dr. Long to deliver to Jane. He stayed long enough to help Jane Long move her things 
from Alexandria, Louisiana to Rodney. He wrote letters to Jane as he returned to Mexico in the spring of 
1824. He told her that when he met Trespalacios again he knocked him to the ground, in spite of 
Trepalacios welcoming him in open arms. Whether he actually did this, or was just trying to impress 
Jane Long, no one knows, but strangely enough 24 months after he had risked his life to avenge the 
death of his friend, Milam befriended Trespalacios again. Trespalacios recommended Milam be given 
the rank of Colonel in the Mexican Army and be made a Mexican citizen. What changed between these 
two? Milam was a man of honor and would not have accepted this friendship still believing Trespalacios 
was guilty. The Iturbide government was out and Iturbide had fled the country. Perhaps Trespalacios 
was in a position now to be able to prove to Milam that he was innocent of the deed even if he couldn’t 
prove to him who was guilty. 

Another point to make in defense of Trespalacios was that these five gentlemen (Milam, Long, 
Austin, Christy and Trespalacios) had been through a lot together in the preceding 24 months. They had 
become close friends as comrades in arms under extreme duress. At one point Milam even refused to 
leave a dungeon where he was held prisoner, unless his fellow prisoner Trespalacios was allowed to 
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leave with him. They both stayed. The fact that they had risked their lives together more than once 
created a bond that stays. One can’t rule out either of them killing another, but it makes it less likely. In 
addition, Trespalacios kept in touch with Jane Long and invited her to San Antonio to meet with him 
and his wife. If Trespalacios was a murderer, this was an unusually cruel way to treat his victim’s 
widow. Perhaps he looked forward to explaining to Jane Long in person that in spite of what she had 
heard, he was not the culprit. 

Another candidate for this ill deed was Agustin Iturbide. Iturbide was a monarchist and had little 
or no need for James Long. Iturbide was the new emperor of Mexico and had problems with many 
people around him. Long was a minor problem. Trespalacios had tried to get Long and Iturbide to 
cooperate and Iturbide even offered to Long a commission in the new army, but Long rejected that offer 
and reportedly didn’t hesitate to openly show his “contempt” for the new leader. Maybe openly showing 
contempt for the brand new emperor was not a good idea at that point. Unlike Trespalacios, Iturbide had 
a reputation for switching loyalties. He also carried a reputation for corruption, excess, and cruelty in his 
military career, having bragged at one point about having a village of 300 people killed for failing to 
obey his orders. 

It is interesting that the sentry that shot Long was on his first day at work. He was either put 
there purposely to kill Long, or was such a rookie that it really was

Other possible hit men were the throng of political aides behind Trespalacios and Iturbide. These 
people were all jockeying for position within the new empire. Many were former loyalists who didn’t 
like Long, especially the idea of him rising to some position of power. It is conceivable that one or more 
of these aides had Long killed either for revenge or to eliminate him for any consideration in the new 
government.  

 an accident. Iturbide had the soldier 
tried. He was convicted, sentenced to jail for a few months, released, and then given a promotion.  

In 1952, historian Anne Brindley, in an article for the Southwest Historical Quarterly, offered the 
following description of James Long: “he was brave, daring, and impetuous, but lacking the discrete 
equipoise to give his actions a permanent durability- a man wholly made up of impulses, who would do 
today a thing he would regret tomorrow, and perhaps a lifetime.” Her source was “an unpublished 
manuscript.” James Long’s demise was not of his own doing. It is true that he was stubborn, headstrong, 
and proud to a fault. He possibly could have been bound for glory had his life not been shortened. 
Circumstances, especially timing, and just plain bad luck kept him from achieving his goals. No one can 
criticize him for his honor, bravery, commitment, and tenacity. 
 

Chronology 
 
2/9/1793- James Long born in Virginia 
 
January, 1815- Long serves under Andrew Jackson as field surgeon at the Battle of New Orleans. 

Recognized for bravery 
 
5/14/1815- Long marries Jane Wilkinson, niece of controversial American General James Wilkinson. 
 
1817- The pair move to Natchez, Mississippi. 
 
February, 1819-Adams-Onis Treaty finalized. 
 
May, 1819- The Long expedition organizes in Natchez. 
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June, 1819- Long and his army of 300 men enter Texas and capture Nacogdoches.  
 
6/22/1819-The Republic of Texas proclaimed and Supreme Council created with Long as President. 
 
6/24/1819- Long’s first letter to Laffite, delivered in Galveston by two emissaries.  Long invites the 

privateer to join his expedition. 
 
6/28/1819- Jane Long leaves Natchez for Nacogdoches to join her husband. 
 
7/7/1819- Laffite writes to Long begging time but hinting strongly that he favors the proposed alliance. 
 
August, 1819- The first newspaper “Texas Republican” is published in Nacogdoches. Long sends 

second delegation to Galveston.  
 
9/16/1819- Ignacio Perez gets orders to drive Long out of Texas. Jane arrives in Nacogdoches. 
 
9/30/1819- Laffite sends letter carried by two attorneys with proposed legal arrangement for the merger. 
 
10/7/1819- Long and Laffite apparently meet for the first time in Galveston. Agreements confirming the 

union are signed by each. 
 
10/10/1819- Perez crosses the Brazos River 
 
10/26/1819- Long completes evacuation of Nacogdoches in defeat.  
 
10/28/1819- Perez occupies Nacogdoches.  
 
January, 1820-Long travels to New Orleans. He meets new supporters in Eleazar W. Ripley, Ben Milam, 

John Austin, and Felix Trespalacios. 
 
4/6/1820- Long, accompanied by his wife Jane, returns to Bolivar’s Fort Las Casas. The second part of 

his mission begins.  
 
May, 1820- Laffite leaves the U.S. coast and burns Campeche. 
 
June, 1820- New Supreme Council convened at Bolivar. Colonel Ripley declared President.  
 
July, 1820- James Long battles the Indians on Galveston Island. He kills 40 and drives the natives from 

the island. 
 
August, 1820- Supreme Council declared Galveston as port of entry for the new Texas Republic and a 

tariff established at 15%. 
 
January, 1821- Don Santiago Modella, nephew of Trespalacios, is “executed” by Long at Bolivar. This 

possibly sealed Long’s fate in Mexico City later.  
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9/19/1821-Long leaves Bolivar with 50 men and captures La Bahia via the Bay of Copano. 
 
October, 1821- Long and his men surrender at La Bahia to Perez. They are treated poorly and marched 

to Monterrey. 
 
March, 1822- Long finally released and brought to Mexico City 
 
4/8/1822- James Long shot and killed in Mexico City under suspicious circumstances. 
 
May, 1822- Milam imprisoned for attempted assassination of Trespalacios to avenge Long’s death 
 
November, 1822- Milam and rest of Long’s men released and return to the U S 
 
October, 1823- Milam visits Jane Long in Alexandria, La.  
 
April, 1824- Milam returns to Mexico City and apparently befriends Trespalacios, who helps Milam 

become officer in Mexican Army and a citizen. 
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The Dark Fate of Andrew Whiteman 
By  

Pam Keyes 
 
   Baratarian smuggler Andrew Whiteman’s life had been a series of “perilous adventures” 
encompassing both the cause of the start of  the War of 1812, as an impressed seaman, and the end of 
that battle, at the Chalmette Plantation, fighting for the US 44th Infantry under General Andrew 
Jackson’s leadership. Some three years after the Jan. 8, 1815 American victory against the British, the 
very New Orleanians Whiteman had helped save would hang him because he had followed Jean 
Laffite’s orders during a smuggling shooting incident in 1813. (1) 
 Through a quirk of circumstance, Whiteman was one of the Baratarians who hadn’t been eligible 
for the clean slate of a presidential pardon for past wrongs which was proffered to the others to get them 
to help fight against the British during the invasion in December 1814. That is because the native 
Philadelphian was already a private in the service of the United States Army, 44th US Infantry, under 
Col. George Ross. (2) 
  Whiteman was given the death sentence following a guilty verdict in a trial by jury in New 
Orleans in early 1818. He was charged with shooting with intent to kill a man named M’Koy who was 
helping temporary customs agent Walker Gilbert contend with smugglers in the Donaldsonville area of 
the Mississippi River on Oct. 14, 1813. The charge was a capital offense of shooting with intent to 
commit the crime of murder, even though M’Koy hadn’t been hit by the shot. (3) 
 Criminal court records of 1817-1818 New Orleans for the Whiteman trial have not been located 
in any archive, but the result of the sentence, possibly due to its cruelty and ironic story, was published 
in newspapers on the East Coast within a month. (4) 
  It was only a short walk from the Cabildo jail to the temporary gallows set up on Jackson Square 
on that early spring day on March 2, 1818. The Catholic priest and hangman waited for Whiteman and 
the sheriff to ascend the steps,  the noose was placed over Whiteman’s neck, tightened at the back knot, 
and the hangman waited while the priest gave the last rites. Then the sheriff gave the signal, and the trap 
door swung open beneath the condemned man’s feet. 
  At the age of 15, Whiteman had first gotten a job as a sailor on a merchant vessel in 1802 at his 
home port of Philadelphia. His parents, while not wealthy, were respectable. He was adventurous and 
soon joined the fledgling American naval squadron, serving in the Mediterranean with them to quell the 
Barbary pirates of Tripoli and Algiers in 1805 at the conclusion of the First Barbary War. 
 Returning to Philadelphia after his discharge with the Navy, Whiteman again sailed for the 
merchant service. Unhappily sometime before 1808 his unnamed ship was stopped by the British frigate 
ship La Virginie and Whiteman was impressed for duty even though he was an American. Transferred 
not long afterward to another British ship, somehow Whiteman managed to escape and made his way by 
sea back to the United States in time for the outbreak of the War of 1812. (5) 
  Between 1793 and 1812, some 15,000 American sailors were forcibly taken by the British from 
merchant ships at sea to supplement their naval fleet during the Napoleonic Wars with France. (6) 
  It isn’t known how the young sailor made his way to Barataria, only that he said he joined Jean 
Laffite’s crew of privateersmen in 1812 there, at a time when the Laffite smuggling and privateering 
venture was just beginning to become a significant problem to local revenue agents and Spanish 
shipping in the Gulf of Mexico. 
 Trained by his time with naval officers to obey, Whiteman also followed Jean Laffite’s orders to 
the letter, without question. He was to pay dearly for that. 
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  According to a deposition Whiteman gave in a New Orleans courtroom on Nov. 24, 1813, on 
Oct. 14 of that year he had been with Jean Laffite, a fellow smuggler named Scott, and three unnamed 
mulatto men at the home of a man named Gaudin close to the Donaldsonville area near the levee of the 
Mississippi River when they got word that Walker Gilbert and some men were taking some goods 
earlier seized from the Laffites downriver to New Orleans in a keelboat. Some six miles upriver of New 
Orleans, the Laffite group found the Gilbert boat being pulled by ropes and poles down the river by a 
man on each side of the banks. Three men were on top of the Gilbert boat, and Gilbert was inside the 
cabin. Laffite sent Whiteman, Scott, and one of his other men in a pirogue to board the keelboat while he 
stopped the cordeller. Jean told Whiteman to “fire in case of being fired at” and to demand the boat’s 
surrender with the threat that Jean would fire upon it from the bank otherwise. 
 Whiteman and Scott boarded the keelboat, as Scott called in French for Gilbert and his men to 
give up. William Randall, one of the men who had been on top of the cabin, darted inside to load his 
musket, but Gilbert already had his ready, and fired some buckshot at Scott’s head as he entered the 
cabin holding two pistols. Scott fired back, hitting Randall in the thigh, and then Whiteman fired his 
musket into the cabin and demanded that Gilbert give up Laffite’s goods.  Laffite and the mulatto with 
him then jumped into the boat from shore, and Gilbert and his men surrendered. (7) 
 Randall and Scott were the only ones injured in the incident, although a man named M’Koy with 
Gilbert must have been in the cabin as well, and narrowly missed injury when Whiteman fired without 
hitting anyone. 
 The smugglers recouped their goods, then transported Randall to a house upriver where he could 
get medical attention. The next day, the goods were taken across the river to buyers from New Orleans. 
Gilbert and the others were released to return home to the Donaldsonville area, but instead, Gilbert 
wasted no time in filing a complaint in New Orleans against Jean Laffite (Case #0573 United States vs. 
Jean Laffite). (8) 
  Jean Laffite avoided arrest, but Andrew Whiteman did not. He was arrested and brought before 
the court slightly over a month later, during which he gave a detailed report in his deposition of some of 
the history of the Laffite smuggling and privateering operation in addition to the incident with Gilbert. 
(9) 
  After Nov. 24, 1813, Whiteman seems to have left the Baratarians for other work closer to New 
Orleans. He does not appear in the records again until April 25, 1814, when he testifies for a grand jury. 
The testimony he gives at this time directly results in Pierre Laffite’s subsequent arrest in June in the 
French Quarter. (10) 
  His role as an informant for the authorities at New Orleans made Whiteman a prime target for 
Baratarian reprisal, so that was likely the reason he chose to take the safest route and join the Army at 
New Orleans. 
  On May 12, 1814, Whiteman enlisted as a private in the 44th US Infantry with company 
commander Capt. Joseph J. Miles. A description of Whiteman comes from the enlistment roll: he was  
27 years old, 5 feet, 8 ½ inches tall, with hazel eyes, dark hair and a fair complexion. He listed his 
occupation as “sailor.” He probably had a lean and wiry build from climbing rigging to set sails and 
similar work. 
 As a soldier with the 44th, Whiteman served in all the battles that took place during the British 
invasion of Louisiana, including the Battle of New Orleans. (11) 
 Whiteman also had been one of the 70 members of the 44th who had helped assist Commander 
Daniel Todd Patterson and Col. George Ross in their raid of the Laffite stronghold of Grande Terre in 
September, 1814. One can only wonder what the captured Baratarians must have thought when they saw 
their former compatriot among the American raiders.   
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  After peace was declared between the US and Britain in February 1815, Whiteman’s enlistment 
came to a close when he was mustered out and discharged in April 1815. (12) 
 According to a newspaper account about Whiteman in the American Daily Advertiser of April 8, 
1818, “Since the peace and subsequent reduction of the army his (Whiteman’s) career has been 
extremely vicious; his associates have commonly been the most abandoned villains who fly to New 
Orleans in order to escape the hand of justice at home; his residence has been in brothels and Catalan 
shops (bars), those sinks of inequity and receptacles of plunder, where the experienced malefactors may 
find patrons and coadjutors and the uninitiated are sure to meet with prompters and instructors.” 
 It remains a mystery why the shooting charge was brought up against Whiteman some five years 
after it had occurred. Possibly he had gotten into a fight or duped the wrong person at a bar. Perhaps he 
knew too much from his smuggling days about a New Orleans merchant or authority figure, and they 
decided to pull political strings to silence him forever, least he spill more information to some other 
grand jury. 
 The mysterious M’Koy who Whiteman is said to have targeted with his gun in 1813 is a 
shadowy figure unable to be found in the archives. He apparently only assisted Gilbert that one time, 
then faded into obscurity again. 
 It is impossible to tell who testified against Whiteman at his 1818 trial, but the most likely 
scenario is his own deposition from 1813 was probably used against him, in addition to Gilberts’ 
deposition at that time. 
  A measure of Whiteman’s character may be garnered from the description of his last days: 
 “(He) met his fate with great fortitude; during the awful scene of preparation at the place of 
execution he exhibited not the slightest sign of fear. In prison after his condemnation he confessed to the 
several clergymen who visited him, that he had perpetrated a number of crimes, some of them deserving 
capital punishment. Two or three days before his execution he appeared to be deeply penitent, and 
expressed a lively hope of forgiveness at the throne of mercy.” (13) 
 The contemporary news account of his end shows that the newspaper writer thought Whiteman 
received justice for his crime: 
 “We hope that the example of Whiteman will convince the gang of assassins who infest the city 
of New Orleans, and whose crimes cry aloud to Heaven for punishment, that Justice, though slow, is 
sure, and will at last assuredly overtake them, although they may triumph in their wickedness and laugh 
at the idea of detection; above all, we hope it will convince them that the criminal laws of the state are 
equally just and terrible in their inflictions, and not a mere cob-web, to be evaded by the ingenious or 
prostrated by the powerful.” (14) 
  Almost as soon as he was hanged, Andrew Whiteman was forgotten; the story of his trial and 
execution quickly became yesterday’s news, and only the keelboat capture and some contents of his 
depositions about the Laffites were published in history accounts of later years. Everyone forgot about 
Andrew Whiteman, except for one person Jean Laffite. 
 In the controversial Journal of Jean Laffite, he wrote on Nov. 9, 1846: 
 “On March 2, 1818, John (?) Whitman was hanged in New Orleans for having struck down an 
officer of the Confederated Army in 1813. His trial dragged on until, finally, he could not absolve 
himself of firing first. His attorneys cost me 9,000 dollars. The execution of John Whitman gave the 
papers the chance to widely publish false news about my commune.” (15) 
 Why would Jean Laffite have paid a fortune in legal expenses to try to save the man who had 
ratted out Pierre to the grand jury? More importantly, if the Laffite Journal is a fraud, how did the writer 
get the information about the execution correct except for the first name and the spelling of the last 
name? That information has not been published in any history book. The author of this article only 
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learned that the execution information in the Journal was correct when a search was done of 1818 
contemporaneous newspapers online at the request of a friend, Aya Katz, host of the Historia Obscura 
blog. 
  Whatever the case, Andrew Whiteman led an adventure-filled life almost rivaling those of his 
associates, the Laffites. Sadly, he was a Battle of New Orleans Baratarian hero whose past crimes were 
not expunged because he had joined the American cause too early to be eligible for pardon. 
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Back to Barataria  
Laffite Field Trip 

November 13 – November 17, 2013 
by 

Larry Porter & Dave Roberts 
 

The long awaited return to Barataria finally happened starting Wednesday, November 13th as a 
group of intrepid adventurers headed to New Orleans for the first leg of the trip. Headquarters was 
established at Place d’ Arms in the French Quarter, an old favorite haunt. At 5pm, the bar was opened 
with drinks and snacks. Sazeracs flowed like the big muddy a few yards to the South. The evening was 
cool with a slight drizzle. Dinner was optional and many found their favorite restaurant in the near 
vicinity. 

The next day, the featured event was a private tour of Laffite’s hang- outs in the quarter courtesy 
of the National Park Service. At a very civilized 2pm, the group gathered at the new Jean Laffite 
National Historical Park Visitors Center on Decatur as the starting point for a guided walk. Our guide 
was well versed in the W.C. Davis interpretation of Laffite events and places about the quarter and did a 
masterful job of elocution. While the tour might not have added too much new material to the 
knowledge of the Laffites, it was an enjoyable walk and a chance to see the new visitors center. 

As a side bar, Dale Olson, Larry Porter and Jeff Modzeleweski left the tour toward the end to 
meet with Amanda McFillen, Assistant Director of Museum Programs, at The Historic New Orleans 
Collection (The Collection) on Chartres Street. Dale had arranged the meeting to discuss the possibility 
of future collaboration with The Collection on seminars and other special events of mutual interest. The 
meeting lasted over an hour and was a lively exchange of information and ideas. The chief objective was 
to inform Amanda about the Laffite Society and it’s history and mission. Based on later responses from 
Amanda, the mission was clearly accomplished and we are looking forward to further talks with John 
Lawrence, Head of Programs. 

Thursday evening began with happy hour at 5pm, followed by dinner at Tujaques, around the 
corner. Friday was left to shopping and in depth investigation of the French Quarter. In the afternoon, 
the caravan left for the Grand Isle area. Weather was unsettled and rain was a possibility for Saturday. 

The Best Western Galliano was the new headquarters for the Barataria landing. Once again, 
sazeracs flowed at the usual happy hour of 5pm. Chairman Porter was able to re-supply the rye after a 
brief expedition around Galliano that revealed “rye” was not a household word in Southern Louisiana 
along with “Annisete”. The Balcony in Larose, a locals’ favorite, was our pick for supper. 

 Saturday weather turned out better than expected. In fact, it was partly sunny with a mild 
breeze- perfect for a boat ride and stroll on the beach.                  

After a breakfast at Chez Best Western, the group traveled to Grand Isle to dock side at The Sand 
Dollar Marina. Two boats were provided courtesy of the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Marine 
Laboratory, Grand Isle, for transport to Grand Terre. There were a total of 17 members. So, two trips 
were necessary. 

Our guide was Raymond Berthelot, Chief of Interpretive Services, Office of State Parke, 
Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism.  Landing was unopposed with light casualties- Helen, 
John and Janet were ill and MIA. Ray began with a general background of the Laffite era on Grand 
Terre and the happenings that ultimately to the U.S Navy’s expulsion of all “contrabands”. He then led 
us on a tour of Fort Livingston and environs.  The Society claimed their conquest with a group photo 
brandishing the new Laffite banner.  After a couple of hours exploring, the group was ferried back to 



 31 

Sand Dollar. Due to the rapid erosion of wind, sea and elements, this might be the last Laffite landing! 
However, we now have a new convert in Ray. 

After safely returning to dock, we were off to lunch at the Lighthouse on Grand Isle. Jean Landry 
met us at Grand Isle and he is remembered from an earlier trip by the society. Jean heads the Grand Isle 
conservatory dedicated to preserving Grand Isle history and environment. Before lunch, Jean gave the 
group a comprehensive review of the history and current status of Grand Isle and Grand Terre. 
Afterwards, we were able to walk off some of the lunch with Jean’s tour of the nature area and some of 
the old residences.  It capped off a long, informative and productive day! 

Not to be deterred, happy hour took place just an hour later at 6pm. Lunch having occurred later 
than usual, supper became optional, or McDonalds. 

About mid-morning on Sunday, the group began to make its way back to Galveston. All returned 
without incident. 
 

Hosts 
 

Stewart Johnson: Secretary, La. Dept. of Wildlife (LDWF), Office of State Parks 
Bo Berringer: Press Secretary, La. Dept. of Wildlife (LDWF), Office of State Parks 
Ray Berthelot: Chief of Interpretive Services, Office of State Parks 
Brian Hardcastle: LDWF Marine Lab, Grand Isle   
Jean Landry: Grand Isle Conservatory 
The Jean Laffite National Historic Visitors Center, New Orleans, La. 
 

Back to Barateria 
Participants and Boat Trip to Grand Terre 

Courtesy of La. Dept. of Wildlife & Fisheries 
November 15-16th, 2013 

Laffite Society  
 

Carl Helwig, Al King, Dave Marguilis #, Tom Halko, Ted Daly, Mary Daly, Larry Porter, Jan Porter, 
Dale Olson, Diane Olson, Kathy Modzelewski, Jeff Modzelewski, Janet Carter *, Lisa Musso *, Ed 
Bircher #, Lavinia Bircher #, Robert Vogel, Helen Mooty *, John Dickey *, Jim Nonus *, Jim Milligan 
*, Dave Roberts *, Ginny Roberts *, Norm Sachnik #, Marge Sachnik # 

*New Orleans only, and/or missed the boat trip to Grand Terre; # Grand Terre only 
 

Photographs 

     
            A moment of prayer                      Away we go!                                               Barataria landing un-opposed 

-                          Norm Sachnik, Cark Helwig,  
-                  Ray B., Tom Halko, Robert, Jeff, Dale 
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       Barataria South shore to East                Barataria, forward the colors!               Cabildo French Quarter 
 
 

     
    Courtyard Laffite Visitors Center                       Courtyard                                      Dale to Diane, should we go? 
    New Orleans 
 
 

     
         Dave, Jeff, Ginny, Jan, Kathy       Ed and Livinia Bircher look for treasure                  Entrance 
 
 

     
        Ft. Livingston interior walls                         Ft. Livingston to North                       Ft. Livingston to South 
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            Ft. Livingston to the North             Ft. Livingston, interior West wall             Group and Modzelewskis (15) 
 
 

     
           Group(13) ready to embark           Gulf side, Grand Isle across channel                          Heading out 
 
 

     
    John Dicky, Helen Mooty, Ken Hall       Kathy, Jeff, Dianne, Robert Ken,                 Kathy, Jan, Dave, Ginny 
 
 

     
       Larry, Diane,Ginny, Jan, Kathy,           Nathan and the walking tour                  Nathan at St. Louis cathedral  
      Dale, Dave  
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          Nathan Hall, NPS Laffite 101                      Nicholas Cage tomb                                   Now take notes! 
 
 

     
                 Our guide and crew                                  Ray and Dale                                   Ray and Robert Vogel 
 

                                 
  Ray Berthelot guide La. Dept of Culture,       Ray draws Robert a picture                    Ray explains the layout 
  Recreation and Tourism, Brian Hardcastle  
  La. Dept of Fisheries 
 

     
             Ray, lecture at landing                    Replica of original French Quarter                       Safety lecture 
                                                                       House before fire  
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               To Barataria, James!                        To the west, Ft. Livingston                          West wall, Ft. Livingston 
 
 

                                                 
                                         Admiralty Court                                                          Laffite Visitors center 
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2013 LAFFITE HOLIDAY BANQUET 

Press Release by David Roberts 
Added photographs by Larry Porter 

 
The Viewfinder’s Terrace on the top floor of the Moody Gardens Hotel was transformed into “Café 
Laffite” as sixty-five members and guests of the Island’s Laffite Society gathered for their annual 
Holiday Banquet. 
 
Seen lifting their glasses high as Jeff Modzelewski led the traditional Lord Bryon’s “Corsair’s Toast” 
were Jan Porter, John Dickey, Gene Bindhammer, Jan Johnson, Jim and Brenda Atchley, Rex and Gayle 
Reynolds, Bill Haaga, Pat and Nick McCoy, Jim Hiles, Janet McCall and Jimmy Milligan, his daughter 
Debby and her husband Steve Stock. 
 
Following a fabulous dinner, President Larry Porter welcomed all and gave a “State of the Society” 
presentation. Listening intently about a banner year of membership growth world wide were long time 
members, former President Ed Jamison and Sandra Rogers, historian/author Jean Epperson in from 
Dayton, archeologist/physicist Sheldon Kindall of El Lago, Margie and Norman Sachnik, Anne Boyd 
(aka Queen Victoria of Dickens fame), Carol and Mel Trammel, Ann and Harry Forester, Alicia and 
Jesse Dunn, Dave Roberts, Ondree Kuhn and Dorothy Karilanovic. 
 
Laffite founder Dale Olson gave a brief review of the past year and recognized all who had presented 
scholarly research of the Laffite era at monthly meetings. Among those recognized were John 
Trojanoski, Jim Nonus, Jack Watson, Galveston County Museum’s Helen Mooty and Betty Conner.  
When program chairman Jack Watson announced the New Year’s schedule of speakers applause was 
heard from all including Betsy Horner, Marjorie Rasche, Betty Lou Glover and her guest, daughter 
Charlene and husband Rodney Crabtree and Charlotte High. 
 
Concluding the festive evening President Larry Porter presented a crystal trophy to Ginny Roberts, 
Lynette Haaga and Ed Conner for their exceptional service to the society by catering each of the 
societies meetings.  Those joining in the applause for the honorees were Diane Olson, Kathy 
Modzelewski, Cheryl Watson Suzanne McClure, Marge and George Dershimer, Jane Rushing, Paulette 
Armstrong, Texas A & M’s Dave Baca and wife Pris Files, Tom Schwenk, Jack Bell, Kelly Halbach and 
Nicole Trovanoski.   
 
The Laffte Society began in 1994 on the Island and now has members through out the U.S. and abroad.  
It is considered the historical authority on the Laffite era. 
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