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Editor's Page 
Dan Cote 

dancote1@comcast.net 
 

Observations on Articles in This Issue 
 
Jack Watson fills two shoes: As program director he gives us peek into coming program between now 
and December and as historical researcher he begins divulging the tale of the historical James long. Both 
items you need to read. 
 
Carolyn Peterson, the Society’s Recording Secretary, describes accurately but with style, the meetings of 
the Society from January to June 2013. If you want to know what you missed by not being there or want 
to refresh meeting ideas you heard there, her minutes will give you guidance. 
 
President Larry Porter gives a brief but thorough review of our recent 1st Annual Laffite Seminar 
complete with pictures of the seminar and the reception. 
 
K. Clark gives details describing the location and historical significance of the strand of trees of the 
Battle of the Three Trees on Galveston Island. 
 
Dr. Kiles continues the discussion concerning the search for early maps of the Galveston area. 
 
Material Submission Notes 
 
As an absolute last resort the editor will accept material that must be scanned or is in PDF. He prefers 
WORD or text documents with only VERY ELEMENTAL formatting: tabbing is preferred to spacing. 
Photos and drawings presented in .jpg or related formats are also preferred. Captions must be specific. 
 
The Laffite Yahoo Group 
 
The Laffite Society maintains an Internet newsgroup on the social-networking site Yahoo.  Group 
members can post text and upload documents and pictures of interest.  The group is titled "laffite." 

To join the Yahoo group, one must first have a (free) Yahoo account.  To register, go to 
www.yahoo.com and follow the instructions.  Make a note of your user ID and password for future 
reference. 

Once registered, browse the groups for "laffite" and follow the instructions to request to join it.  
A group moderator must review and approve your request before you may join (so that we can 
exclude those who wish to join simply to post spam, promote their businesses, etc.). 

If you have difficulty, e-mail Jeff Modzelewski at jeffiemod@gmail.com for assistance.  
However, please do not request assistance before you have a Yahoo account - a Yahoo account is a 
prerequisite for joining the "laffite" group.  If you have a Yahoo account but cannt navigate the 
procedure to request to join the group, inform Jeff and he will send you via e-mail an "invitation" to 
join, which you then simply need to accept with a click of your mouse. 
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The President’s Page 
Larry Porter 

 
This has been an exceptional year for the society. In addition to our regular schedule of fine 

programs, we got off to a roaring start with a Mardi Gras party February 12th followed by our 1st Annual 
Laffite Society Seminar on March 8 and 9. 

We wound up 2012 in a frenzy of planning activity for the Christmas party and the seminar. 
Having started late in the year on planning the seminar did not allow much time to get out the word prior 
to our March 8,9th date.  However, our plans came together with amazing precision and produced results 
way beyond our expectations.  It was a brilliant tribute to the talent, dedication, and hard work of all our 
members who pitched in to help and to the folks at Texas A&M Galveston who co-sponsored.  Special 
thanks to Dave Baca and Natalie Wiest. 

This edition of the Chronicles includes a summary of the seminar events in word and photo.  The 
event was recorded in entirety for our archive. 

During all this planning, we took time to enjoy the Mardi Gras parade at Jack McCoy’s condo, 
the Panama Hotel. We had a terrific time at this prime venue with our famous non-stop bar service by 
celebrity bar tender, Ed Conner, and the wonderful array of potluck delights brought by our talented 
gourmands.  Jean and Pierre would have approved. 

Our regular programming continues at the same “masterpiece” quality as described by Jack 
Watson in his summary to follow. Also, we have added a few notable articles to our collective body of 
knowledge. I invite and encourage all of you to continue this effort in contributing to the Laffite story. 

We have set the date for our Christmas party on December 15th, Sunday evening, 6-9 pm. It will 
be held at Moody Gardens and the theme is “Café Laffite”. The menu includes a New Orleans style 
buffet and a cash bar including sazeracs.  The program and entertainment are yet to be determined. 

This year, we have started early on seminar planning.  Our 2nd Annual Laffite Seminar will be at 
Texas A&M Galveston on April 25 and 26th, 2014. The program will begin with a brief “Laffite 101” 
and include five (5) major sessions.  Topics and speakers for these sessions will be confirmed during the 
next month. 

The weekend of November 15th has been selected for a “Back to Barateria” field trip.  
Preliminary discussions with Louisiana authorities indicate the possibility of visiting Grand Terre 
courtesy of Louisiana Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism and Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries. Department of CRT has offered to provide a guide for Ft. Livingston. Wildlife and Fisheries 
would provide the boat.  We have submitted our estimate of attendees and should know soon if 
transportation to the island is possible. 

It’s been a great year so far and it’s not over yet! Thanks to all our hard working officers, 
directors and members for your support and enthusiasm. 

 



 3

Programs for the Second Half of 2013 
Jack Watson 

First Vice President & Program Chair 
 
Here are the programs to look forward to for the rest of the year 2013. 
 

In September Betty Conner will present a program on the Bowie brothers, James and Rezin. This 
is very timely, as a presentation by our guest speaker at the next Laffite Seminar in the spring of 2014, 
will concern the Bowie brothers and their dealing with Jean Laffite in the slave smuggling business. 

 
For our October meeting Lou Graves MacBeth will talk to us about Henry Journeay, a member 

of the disastrous Mier Expedition in 1842. This foray by Texans into Mexico resulted in the Black Bean 
Episode. This is an interesting story. 

 
In November, Greg Whittaker, the animal husbandry manager at Moody Gardens, will give us a 

natural history perspective on the species that inspired the myths of sea monsters. Greg will tell us about 
animals that were perceived as monsters to the sailors of the day. This talk might give us a different 
perspective on how we picture these sailors and their everyday lives at sea. 

 
At press time there is a tentative field trip planned for Nov 15th. The trip will be to Barataria, 

south of New Orleans, and home to Laffite’s first privateer base of operations. Mark your calendar and 
stand by for more information on this. 

 
As you can see, we have very informative programs lined up for us. Be sure to make these 

meetings. I encourage each of you to do a program for the Laffite Society. Even if your subject matter is 
too short to warrant a full program, I would like to hear about it. I can imagine two short programs being 
just as interesting as one. 
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JAMES LONG, THE LAST FILIBUSTER 
PART ONE: FAILURE OF THE FIRST EXPEDITION 

 
JAMES LONG AND JEAN LAFFITE, 1819 

Jack Watson 
 

The purpose of this two-part article is not a biographical sketch of James Long. There is a 
chronology attached and it will serve that purpose. My objective is to cover four events between 1819 
and 1822. These events shaped the James Long story and each leaves lingering questions for further 
study.  The four subjects are: 

 
1 - The failure of the first expedition 
2 - Jean Laffite and James Long in 1819 
3 - What happened at La Bahia in 1821 
4 - James Long’s death in 1822 

 
The Failure of the First Expedition 

 
In the spring of 1819, in Natchez, Mississippi, James Long was selected to lead an enthusiastic 

crowd of expansionists with the goal of forming a military expedition in order to take Texas away from 
the Spanish. This group of filibusters was furious about the just negotiated Adams-Onis Treaty, whereby 
in return for Florida the United States ceded any claim to Texas and established the Western border of 
the U. S. at the Sabine River. This group had significant financial backing among their supporters, not 
only in Natchez, but other Southern cities, particularly New Orleans. They raised $500,000, organized 
their military unit, gathered supplies and rode out of town in June, 1819, headed for Texas. They had 
over 150 armed men on horseback and their departure was celebrated by cannon fire, loud local bands, 
and cheering spectators. 

John Jamison advised U. S. Secretary of War John Calhoun that the expedition looked like 
puppies riding on a chariot, looking back, and telling themselves “what a dust we make”.  He told the 
Secretary that the whole thing was a “ridiculous farce, and would end like all bubbles”.  The U. S. 
government had plenty of reasons to hope that the expedition would fail. In fact, they tried to stop it 
along the way, nearly arresting Long before he left Natchez and then capturing and confiscating critical 
supplies and ammunition in Louisiana on its way to the filibusters in Nacogdoches. The U.S. 
government had clandestinely supported all previous private military attempts into Spanish Texas with 
money and supplies. But now they had just completed tedious negotiations with the Spanish that resulted 
in the Adams-Onis Treaty. This important treaty had not been ratified by the Spanish crown however, 
and the Spanish were very much concerned about any military foray by Americans across the Sabine. 
Long’s mission had the potential to torpedo the whole thing. This last filibuster movement in East Texas 
was as large if not larger than the Magee-Gutierrez expedition in 1812.  It appeared to have the greatest 
chance of success. The $500,000 has been called an exaggeration by some historians. However, adjusted 
for inflation the figure would be a little over seven million in today’s dollars. It’s not hard to imagine a 
political organization with enough followers raising that amount in a short time today.  

One has to wonder what possessed this man James Long. At the age of 25, he was a retired U.S. 
war hero, a physician and surgeon, and a successful businessman. He had a lovely young wife, Jane, and 
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a young daughter with another child on the way. Mirabeau Lamar refers to him as “the very hero for a 
tale of love and war”. Harris Gaylord Warren describes him this way, “he was an ambitious drifter who 
sought in vain for fame, fortune and importance”.  Maybe it was just youthful indiscretion that pushed 
Dr. Long into putting all his wealth and family in jeopardy. He took off into the wilderness with 300 
armed cowboys and left his poor pregnant wife back home. She only had to travel 250 miles to get to 
Nacogdoches. She had a newborn and was in bad health. Because of weather, it took her and her 
traveling aide over 20 days just to reach Alexandria, Louisiana! Two and a half months later, in 
September 1819, she reached Nacogdoches, having left her children with relatives and friends along the 
way. Lamar says it was Jane’s idea to go, but Lamar got all his information from guess who, Jane Long. 
James Long didn’t hang around anywhere too long. Within a few days of Jane’s arrival he was headed 
off to Galveston Island in order to try and convince the privateer Jean Laffite to join his expedition. 

Praised as a war hero in the Battle of New Orleans, James Long considered himself as a natural 
born military leader of men. But evidence shows he was no George Custer. He was chosen as the leader 
of the expedition because the first man chosen, a Mr. Adair, refused the position. In addition to having 
actual war experience, Long was said to have been the most outspoken and enthusiastic member of the 
Natchez expansionist mob. The original group seemed easy enough for Long to handle, but by the time 
he got to Nacogdoches, having gone through the filibuster hotbed of Natchitoches, Louisiana, Long had 
over 300 men, many of which were veterans of previous expeditions into Texas. Some of these men 
were on their second and in some cases third attempt. After all their expected supplies were confiscated 
by federal agents in Louisiana, moral at James Long’s “Camp Freeman” declined significantly. Many 
abandoned the expedition, and those that remained descended into drunkenness and disorder, especially 
when Long was away. Long instructed his men to break up into smaller groups and live off the land until 
he could replace the ammunition and supplies for the Nacogdoches camp. He hoped to obtain this 
assistance from Jean Laffite in Galveston. But rumor at the camp was that the Spanish had fielded an 
army of 700 to march on their position and drive them back to Louisiana. Long was successful in 
signing up Laffite on October 7th, however he never got the supplies and ammunition he sought. Colonel 
Ignacio Perez attacked the invaders with a ragtag army of 500 that was underpaid, and under armed. 
Many were barefoot. But the filibusters scattered, with Long’s wife Jane barely making it across the 
Sabine ahead of the Spanish soldiers. On October 28th, Perez marched into an abandoned Nacogdoches. 
The first part of Long’s expedition was over in defeat and disarray. James Long had seen the thrill of 
victory and the agony of defeat in 1819. He had also lost his brother David, killed by Perez’s men as he 
tried to escape. Why did this mission fail? 

The Long expedition had the best chance of success among all the other filibuster attempts. 
Spain was very weak. It took them three months to put Perez’s army in the field and even then it left a 
lot to be desired. With what he had, he did an impressive job of routing the invaders and driving them 
out of Spanish Texas. Had Long been able to march straight from Nacogdoches to San Antonio, fully 
supplied, he more than likely would have been in a position to end Spanish possession of Texas. The one 
thing that Long’s expedition lacked was political and financial aid from the U.S. government. All prior 
attempts to take the territory by Americans had that backing. A letter written to Lamar in 1841 by 
former Captain Eli Harris of the Long expedition, mentions the ammunition and supplies on barges that 
were captured by Federal agents in Donaldsonville, Louisiana in July, 1819. Harris claimed those 
supplies represented $300,000 of the $500,000 raised for the expedition. Intervention by the U.S. 
government doomed the first part of Long’s mission. Because of the loss, Long had to scatter his men. 
He lost his momentum and had to desperately seek alliance with a couple of characters he didn’t know 
and probably didn’t trust, Jean and Pierre Laffite.  
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James Long and Jean Laffite, 1819 
 

“ships that pass in the night” 
 

This often used phrase from a poem by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow in 1873 has had many 
interpretations. It is said of people who meet for a brief but intense moment and then depart, never to see 
each other again. They are like two ships that greet with flashing lights and then sail off into the night. 
And so it was with James Long and Jean Laffite. Each of these two enigmatic figures needed each other 
for a short while in 1819, but when that need disappeared, they went on about their ways. 

1819 was to be a trying year for Jean Laffite. He was still reeling from the devastation on his 
commune at Campeche from the hurricane in September, 1818. He had lost many of his vessels and 
men. There was not enough food on the island to support his flock and even though the remaining 
vessels where able to bring in stolen Spanish goods, the majority of the goods were enslaved people 
from Africa. Although this type of cargo was lucrative, their maintenance costs were high. They had to 
be transported, housed and fed.  Laffite had to put them all on sale at a dollar a pound. Adding to their 
woes was the fact that the Laffites must have realized that their days of operating a privateer base in the 
Northern Gulf of Mexico were close to an end. The U.S. government had already sent representatives to 
inquire when he would be leaving, not if he was leaving. Another part of the Laffite brothers’ revenue 
came from Spain, who, even though she was being robbed on the high seas, was willing to pay the 
Laffites well for intelligence. That intelligence came from spying on filibusters, particularly the Long 
expedition. The Laffite brothers were using the Long expedition to alarm the Spanish of an impending 
invasion. Laffite saw Long as an opportunity to extend his stay and his income. But the Spanish were 
weary of the brothers’ double dealing. They determined that the Laffites were loyal to no one but 
themselves, and they were right! Abandoned by the Spanish and threatened by the U.S., Jean and Pierre 
Laffite might even have considered actually joining the filibusters under Long. We can only say that this 
more than likely would never have worked. In the fall, things went further downhill for the Laffite 
enterprise. The George Brown affair, the U.S. capture of the Laffite vessel Le Brave, and the demolition 
of Long’s men in East Texas sealed the deal. The Laffites were to be leaving North American shores.  
         Long and Laffite exchanged 
correspondence in late June and early July. Long invited Laffite to join his Republic and serve as 
governor of Galveston, which would become the new Republic’s port of entry. Laffite begged for time 
to consult with his brother who was in Washington D.C. lobbying the Spanish for more spy money. 
Laffite gave Long just enough encouragement to string him along until September when he sent Long a 
written proposal for union between the two. The letter was delivered by two attorneys. Long must have 
been impressed. On October 7th, 1819, in Galveston, he met with Laffite for the first time and they both 
signed documents to finalize the deal. Laffite biographer William Davis said it best, “The Laffites were 
once again serving two masters and getting ready to betray one”.  By this time Perez had crossed the 
Brazos River and was beginning to round up and chase out Long’s scattered participants. Long’s brother 
David was killed. Long got word of the rout on his way back to Nacogdoches. His wife had been safely 
evacuated to Louisiana. The Long expedition was all but dead and the Long/Laffite merger went 
nowhere. By the time he secured new financing for the second part of his mission and returned to 
Bolivar in the spring of 1820, Laffite was leaving the U.S. coast forever. Long allowed his wife Jane to 
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dine with Laffite one evening in Galveston accompanied by Long aide Warren D.C. Hall. James Long 
declined an invitation to join them. He didn’t trust Laffite, and for the famous privateer, Long no longer 
offered him opportunity. These ships had just passed. 
 

CHRONOLOGY 
 
 2/9/1793- James Long born in Virginia 
 
 January, 1815- Long serves under Andrew Jackson as field surgeon at the Battle      
  of New Orleans. Recognized for bravery. 
 

5/14/1815- Long marries Jane Wilkinson, niece of controversial American 
General James Wilkinson.  

 
 1817- The Longs move to Natchez, Mississippi. 
 
 February, 1819-Adams-Onis Treaty finalized.   
 
 May, 1819- The Long expedition organizes in Natchez. 
 
 June, 1819- Long and his army of 300 men enter Texas and capture Nacogdoches. 
 
 6/22/1819-The Republic of Texas proclaimed and Supreme Council created with 

Long as President. 
 
 6/24/1819- Long’s first letter to Laffite delivered in Galveston by two emissaries.  

Long invites the privateer to join his expedition. 
 
 6/28/1819- Jane Long leaves Natchez for Nacogdoches to join her husband. 
 
 7/7/1819- Laffite writes to Long begging time but hinting strongly that he favors 
 August, 1819- The first newspaper “Texas Republican” is published in 
   Nacogdoches. Long sends second delegation to Galveston.  
 
 9/16/1819- Ignacio Perez gets orders to drive Long out of Texas. Jane arrives 

in Nacogdoches. 
 
 9/30/1819- Laffite sends letter carried by two attorneys with proposed legal 

arrangement for the merger.  
 
 10/7/1819- Long and Laffite apparently meet for the first time in Galveston. 

 Agreements confirming the union are signed by each. 
 
 10/10/1819- Perez crosses the Brazos River 
 
 10/26/1819- Long completes evacuation of Nacogdoches in defeat.  
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 10/28/1819- Perez occupies Nacogdoches.  
 
 January, 1820-Long travels to New Orleans. He meets new supporters in Eleazar 

W. Ripley, Ben Milam,  John Austin, and Felix Trespalacious. 
 
 4/6/1820- Long , accompanied by his wife Jane, returns to Bolivar’s Fort Las Casas. 

The second part of his mission begins.  
 
 May, 1820- Laffite leaves the U.S. coast and burns Campeche. 
 
 June, 1820- New Supreme Council convened at Bolivar. Colonel Ripley declared President.  
 
 July, 1820- James Long battles the Indians on Galveston Island. He kills 40 and drives the 

natives from the island.  
 
 August, 1820- Supreme Council declared Galveston as port of entry for the new 

Texas Republic and a tariff established at 15%.  
 
 January, 1821- Don Santiago Modella, nephew of Trespalacious, is “executed” by  Long at  

Bolivar. This possibly sealed Long’s fate in Mexico City later.  
 
 9/19/1821- Long leaves Bolivar with 50 men and captures La Bahia via the Bay of Copano. 
 
 October,1821- Long and his men surrender at La Bahia to Perez. They are treated poorly and  

marched to Monterrey.  
 
 March, 1821- Long finally released and brought to Mexico City 
 
 4/8/1821- James Long shot and killed in Mexico City under suspicious circumstances.   
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Laffite Society Minutes 
Submitted by Carolyn Peterson 

Corresponding/Recording Secretary 
 

Tuesday, January 8, 2013   Meridian Retirement Center 
 
Board Members Present:  President Larry Porter, FVP Jack Watson, SVP Kathy Modzelewski, co-TVP 
Ginny Roberts/Lynette Haaga, Secretary Carolyn Peterson,  Technology Director Rob Peterson, 
Treasurer Jeff Modzelewski, Archivist Dorothy Karolanovic, Parliamentarian Diane Olson, Publicity 
Director Dave Roberts, Editor Dan Cote 
Board Members Absent:  Parliamentarian Diane Olson, Coordinator of Research Pam Keyes 
Advisory Board Present: Jean Epperson, Kathy Modzelewski, Jeff Modzelewski 
Advisory Board Absent: Pam Keyes, Dr. Reginald Wilson, Robert Vogel, Dale Olson 
   
President Larry Porter called the meeting to order at 6:34 PM.  He began by thanking everyone for 
coming out in such bad weather and reminded the group that it is time to pay their annual dues.  . 
 
The next agenda item was the February meeting, which falls on Fat Tuesday.  Everyone is invited to join 
in the reveling at the Panama Hotel Lofts beginning at 5:00pm on February 12.  It is requested that you 
bring a dish and contribute to the kitty for beverages.  Lynette Haaga is coordinating food donations. 
 
Larry then talked about the Laffite seminar series that is to be held at Texas A&M-Galveston on March 
8-9, 2013.  He said there would be a welcoming party on Friday evening at the Trolley Station to be 
followed with a daylong seminar series and a evening meal on Saturday. 
 
Larry asked Ed Jamison to come forward and introduce the evening's speaker.  Before the introduction 
Ed said that he had received an email from Dale Olson that morning saying that there is a producer who 
is interested in a project about the Maison Rouge.  Coincidentally, tonight's program deals directly with 
the Maison Rouge property.. 
    
Program Speaker – Linda Kuhn                    Topic – Can GIS Play a Role in Historical Research? 
 
Linda Kuhn is a longtime Society member and senior counsel with 
Anadarko Petroleum.  Her presentation is the result of a 
conversation years ago regarding an 1816 Spanish map showing a 
designation for a "fort".  Could this fort be the “Maison Rouge” 
which is now Dale and Diane Olson's property?  Linda said that 
her career experience has given her the expertise to track a 
property whose physical appearance may have changed over time.  
Through her work she has come into contact with a company who 
does satellite and aerial imagery analysis to resolve these types of 
property issues: Aero-Data of Baton Rouge, LA.  Linda explained 
that “GIS” is Geographical Information System software and 
hardware that allows the user to define a specific location accurately by manipulating geographical data.   
Since there is no longitude/latitude data on the 1816 map, the process of working back in time began by 
importing the position of the present day Maison Rouge into the GIS program and locating it on the 
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latest map of Galveston (2010). The next oldest reliable map (1974) is lined up over the first and again 
the Maison Rouge is located.  A Civil War map (1865) showing the beginnings of a Lat/Lon system was 
the next one in the layer.  Linda explained that geo-rectification is used with the old maps.  Streets, 
railroads, or rivers are used as reference points and then the maps are stretched into alignment since all 
maps are not on the same scale.  She said that there had to be at least three matching points for maps to 
be considered to be in agreement.  The next map (1838) is from the Texas Land Office. With this old 
map a lot of change was seen in the structure of the island itself, but the old city grid is still prominent. 
When  choosing points of reference on old maps, it is important that their locations remain constant 
through present day mapping. The last map to be aligned was the 1816 Spanish map using geographical 
features common to the other four maps.  Linda said that the 1816 map is really more of a sketch of the 
island and all parts of it may not be to scale. This was her original concern about the viability of the 
project.   
After explaining the process of aligning the maps, Linda showed us her results.  Using PowerPoint, she 
began by showing the latest map with the Maison Rouge located with a dot.  The next map (1974) faded 
in, overlaid upon the first, while still showing the original MR dot. The 1865, 1838, and finally the 1816 
maps were superimposed over the first two.  All maps appeared as being on the same scale with 
reference points aligning.  On the 1816 map she superimposed the 2010 map and showed the locations 
of the Maison Rouge and of the "fort".  Surprisingly they are only 1750 feet apart.  Linda thinks this is a 
reasonable result that is consistent with the idea that the two locations are the same.  The difference may 
be narrowed with the refinement of alignments by using a more accurate or authenticated version of the 
1816 map.  When a map is authenticated, it is known how many times it has been copied and each copy 
will have been distorted by some measured level of error. 
Linda acknowledged Randy Grip of Aero-Data for the donation of his time on this project. 
   
Miscellaneous 
Larry asked Helen Mooty to talk about the 150th Celebration of the Battle of Galveston.  She said that 
both she and member, Mike Wonio, are on the organizing committee and that the festivities were going 
to be outstanding with lectures and an reenactment of the Battle.  There will be an reenactment of the 
Masonic funeral that was carried out for a Union naval commander who died in the battle.  Larry Porter 
and Jeff Modzelewski will take part in the funeral event.  
 
FVP Jack Watson came to the podium to talk about future programs. 
 February - Mardi Gras 
. March - Kirk Clark will speak about the changes to the island in the past 200 years 
 Early Spring - Andy Hall, former member, program to be announced 
 
Jack said that he is no longer going to schedule programs so far into the future as a way to encourage 
members to step forward and present their own programs of interest. 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:14PM and a Board meeting followed.     
  
 
Tuesday, Feburary 12, 2013    Panama Hotel Condos 
 
Mardi Gras Celebration    No regular meeting held 
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Tuesday, March 12, 2013   Meridian Retirement Center 
 
Board Members Present:  President Larry Porter, co-TVP Ginny Roberts/Lynette Haaga, Treasurer Jeff 
Modzelewski, Archivist Dorothy Karilanovic, Publicity Director Dave Roberts 
Board Members Absent:  SVP Kathy Modzelewski , Secretary Carolyn Peterson,  Technology Director 
Rob Peterson, Parliamentarian Diane Olson, Editor Dan Cote, Coordinator of Research Pam Keyes 
Advisory Board Present: Jean Epperson, Jeff Modzelewski 
Advisory Board Absent: Pam Keyes, Dr. Reginald Wilson, Robert Vogel, R. Dale Olson, Kathy 
Modzelewski 
   
President Larry Porter welcomed members and visitors including Texas A&M student, Kelsey Hazley, 
who had attended the March 8-9 Laffite Society Seminar and expressed an interest in attending a 
monthly meeting. 
Treasurer Jeff Modzelewski called for receipts from members for items purchased for the seminar, and 
mentioned that membership forms were available at tonight's meeting.  On a sad note, Jeff announced 
that his wife, Kathy, had fallen and suffered a broken bone in her foot. 
Co-TVP Lynette Haaga expressed thanks to all who had attended the seminar and had contributed to 
food arrangements. 
Member Jan Porter, retired executive member of the Salvation Army of Galveston, announced that 
tickets are available for an upcoming fund-raising event featuring entertainment by the Harbor Light 
Choir and a sale of "gently-used" fashions.  Contact Jan for tickets. 
 
Program Speaker - Kirk Clark Topic – Intriguing  subjects of Galveston- Houston History 
Program Chair Jack Watson introduced Kirk Clark and his wife, Wendy, to the Society.  Kirk, a local 
historian, had lived in Louisiana and over the years had developed an interest in the history of Galveston 
and the Clear Lake area near League City, Texas.  He is the author of a book on the build-up of 
filibustering activity along the Gulf Coast in the 19th century - "Filibusters and Expansionists".  The 
speaker's talk concentrated on the four following topics: 
Pursuit of the Clear Creek Cannons 
Clark's research investigations are tied in with Friendswood, Texas history and its earlier commercial 
developers.  A Mr. Harvey floated barges in the local waterways and in 1909 the US Government sent a 
dredge to Clear Creek where it uncovered evidence of a buried Spanish cannon.  Interviews with 
descendants of old families revealed other sightings of cannon, one in the vicinity of Harvey's Landing 
in the Clear Lake area.  The supposition is that cannons sighted may have been dumped and are 
important for their association with the Texas Revolution. 
Shipwreck 
The wreck of a ship was found on East Beach in 1886, but due to hurricane activity was lost.  Between 
1887 and 1891 the wreck was again located.  The speaker says he wants to conduct a deep probe in the 
area where the last sighting occurred. 
Old Photo in Karankawa Burial Area 
Clark discussed a photo of an old oak mott located in the Laffite's Pirate Grove #6 on West Galveston 
Island.  The mott is thought to contain root growth with a huge diameter of approximately 120 inches 
and may be the existing natural out-crop of the large oak mott originally known as the Three Trees, 
associated with Laffite lore and encounters with Karankawa Indians.  Clark's investigations led to his 
finding the historic Wern cemetery, 22 by 45 feet, along with a headstone.  An interview with a Wern 
descendant revealed the cemetery to contain ten burials of the Wern family.  In the 1970s, Clark 
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researched the history of the John Ekert home, formerly in the Laffite's Grove area.  Along with the 
Laffite Grove Nature Society (Mort Voller, contact person), Clark is currently seeking historical 
information from a local Ekert descendant on John Ekert who played a primary engineering role raising  
Galveston's public buildings during the city's Grade Raising behind the Seawall in the early 1900s. 
Columbus Morty 
During his historical research, Clark discovered the unfortunate story of the loss of Columbus Morty's 
family, washed away from Sabine Pass in the hurricane of 1886.  Some years later, in a curious 
coincidence, while meandering through an antiques market, Clark picked up a faded, oblong notebook 
and discovered it to have belonged to one Columbus Morty, no less!  The book contains many personal 
entries and has rekindled Clark's interest in Columbus' life. 
   
Miscellaneous 
At President Larry Porter's request, Natalie Wiest, TAMUG librarian, discussed the interesting display 
of Laffite information prepared and mounted for the recent Laffite Society Seminar by visiting 
Archivist, Dawn Letson 
 
Remarks of thanks and appreciation were made to the talented members of the Hospitality Committee - 
Ed Connor, Ginny Roberts, and Lynette Haaga. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:46PM         
 . 
Tuesday, April 09, 2013    Meridian Retirement Center 
 
Board Members Present:  President Larry Porter, FVP Jack Watson, SVP Kathy Modzelewski, co-TVP 
Ginny Roberts/Lynette Haaga, Secretary Carolyn Peterson,  Technology Director Rob Peterson, 
Treasurer Jeff Modzelewski, Archivist Dorothy Karolanovic, Parliamentarian Diane Olson, Publicity 
Director Dave Roberts, Editor Dan Cote 
Board Members Absent:  Parliamentarian Diane Olson, Coordinator of Research Pam Keyes 
Advisory Board Present: Jean Epperson, Kathy Modzelewski, Jeff Modzelewski 
Advisory Board Absent: Pam Keyes, Dr. Reginald Wilson, Robert Vogel, Dale Olson 
   
 
President Larry Porter called the meeting to order at 6:36 PM.  He began by welcoming members and 
guests, Roy De Gesero and Joan Hyatt.  Former President Ed Jamison told us that former member A. J. 
High, author of "Meant to Fly" had passed that week. Larry then talked about the seminar survey saying 
that the results could be seen on the survey website at wwwsurveymonkey.com. The date for next year's 
seminar is April 26-27. 
 
Archivist Dorothy Karolanovic said she has been working on the archives with Dr. Wilson at the Sam 
Houston Library. There are documents that need to be digitized and she asked that members volunteer 
for this project. 
 
Program Speaker – Andy Hall       …………..                Topic –  "Galveston-Houston Packet 
                 ………………… Steamboats on Buffalo Bayou" 
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Andy is a former member of the Laffite Society and native Galvestonian.  His topic reflects his interest 
in marine archeology. 
 
Andy's presentation was about the steamboat trade between Houston and Galveston during the mid 19th 
century after the Laffite and Longs had gone.  Both cities owe their success to this early type of trade 
activity.  He spoke of the early navigation route that took a tortuous route down Buffalo Bayou covered 
with overlapping tree branches, but with the saving grace of having deep water.  In 1836 the Allen 
Brothers purchased land on Buffalo Bayou to build a city and named it after the hero of the battle of San 
Jacinto - "Houston".  Since the land was advertised to be at the head of navigation, the brothers hired 
Thomas Wigg Grayson to bring his small steamboat, the Laura, up to Houston via Buffalo Bayou to 
prove that it could be done.  The Laura left Harrisburg and arrived in Houston three days later because 
the bayou was so difficult to navigate.  Another boat that traveled Buffalo Bayou was the "Yellowstone" 
of historical fame having saved the Texan army in retreat from the Mexican army in April,1836. 
 
He then spoke some about how the railroads tied in with shipping and mentioned that if you look at 
today's City of Houston seal you will see a locomotive.  The seal was established in 1840, a good ten 
years before the railroad ever came to Houston, though. A bit later the city became the rail hub of Texas 
with most of the state's railroads emanating from it.  The transportation link to the coast was already 
established via steamboat, but the railroad provided the link to the state's interior. 
 
When the Civil War came the southern ports were blockaded causing all shipping traffic to stop.  The 
blockade of Galveston began with the arrival of the USS South Carolina in August of 1861 and 
remained in place for the duration of the war.  The original Confederate commander in Galveston, 
General Paul Hebert, did not believe Galveston could be defended and really made no attempt to do so.  
The city was captured in October, 1862 without a shot being fired.  Before being handed over, the local 
Confederate commander, Colonel Jarvis Cook, pulled a ruse on the Union forces by saying there was a 
yellow fever epidemic and he needed time to get it under control.  It bought him four days to evacuate 
the liquor, most of the artillery and military stores, and most of the civilians off the island.  General 
Hebert was relieved of duty and General John B.McGruder was sent to Texas to take command.  
McGruder devised a overly complicated scheme to retake Galveston using two civilian steamboats.  It 
was not a pretty battle with a lot of mistakes being made, but it was a success and Galveston was again 
in Confederate hands and remained that way until the end of the war.  This was a very interesting 
segment of Andy's talk, but there is not enough space to give a full rendition here. 
 
Andy said that post war, many military steamboats were put into civilian service. He talked about two 
specific former Union boats, the Silver Cloud and the St. Clair, that were brought to Buffalo Bayou for 
passenger service by John Sterret.  Sterret never disclosed to the public the origin of the steamboats.  
Hall then introduced us to Charles Morgan, a New York financier, who had built a tremendous 
transportation network throughout the South using the principle of "integrative transportation".  
Morgan's empire was wiped out during the war, but he was determined to rebuild his Southern empire.  
He reestablished his shipping enterprise and ran up against the Galveston Wharf Company.  This 
company had a monopoly on the Galveston-Houston trade and Morgan came in person to ask the 
company to cut a better deal for him.  The Company said "No" in not too gentlemanly fashion causing 
Morgan to make the decision to go around them and basically leave them in his wake.  In 1875 Morgan 
brought a fleet of dredges from Morgan City, LA to Galveston and so began the dredging of the "ship 
channel" from Galveston Bay up Buffalo Bayou to present day Galena Park. When the channel opened, 



 15

his ship line stopped calling at Galveston.  He placed a chain across his channel and deep draft vessels 
had to pay a toll. Some Houston businesses hated him because of this.  The Houston Direct Navigation 
Company also tried to bypass dealing with the Galveston Wharf Company by meeting ships and 
offloading their passengers without landing on the island.  Passengers were transported to Houston via 
steamboat.  This service stopped in 1877 because steamboats could not compete with travel by rail.   
 
Questions: 
How many people could the Yellowstone carry?  It could transport 100  plus troops. 
Did Houston Direct Navigation use Morgan's channel?  Yes, it did. Morgan owned interest in it. 
Were Charles and James Morgan related:?  No, they were not. 
Was there a connection between him and Morgan City?  Yes, it was his company's town. 
What role did Indianola have in the shipping traffic?  It was a very successful port, but due to 

several tragedies, it did not survive and Galveston benefited from their disasters. 
What happened to McGruder?  Galveston never forgot him and spent several years trying to 

get his body returned to the city and having a monument built in his honor.  It is in the old 
Episcopal Cemetery. 

Did the Moody Banking interest influence the dredging of the Ship Channel?  There was no 
influence; Moody came later. 

   
Miscellaneous 
Jack Watson announced the program lineup for the next several months. 
 May:  John Trojanowski Swords and Sabers used in the Laffite era 
 June:  Jim Nonus  Projects that he is working on at this time 
 July:  Jack Watson  James Long 
 August:    Torch Collection - artifacts, art, and literature 
       unique to Texas 
 September: Betty Connor   Bowie Brothers 
  
The meeting was adjourned at 7:58PM         
  
. 
Tuesday, May 14, 2013    Meridian Retirement Center 
 
Board Members Present:  President Larry Porter, FVP Jack Watson, SVP Kathy Modzelewski, co-TVP 
Ginny Roberts/Lynette Haaga, Secretary Carolyn Peterson, Technology Director Rob Peterson, 
Treasurer Jeff Modzelewski, Archivist Dorothy Karolanovic, Parliamentarian Diane Olson, Publicity 
Director Dave Roberts 
Board Members Absent:  Coordinator of Research Pam Keyes, Editor Dan Cote 
Advisory Board Present: Kathy Modzelewski, Jeff Modzelewski, Dale Olson 
Advisory Board Absent: Pam Keyes, Dr. Reginald Wilson, Robert Vogel, Jean Epperson 
   
President Larry Porter called the meeting to order at 6:31PM.  He talked about a possible field trip to 
New Orleans in the fall.  The Society is now looking into venues for this year's Christmas party.  Larry 
told us that Ed Jamison would be coordinating the events for next year's seminar series and asked for 
suggestions regarding the programs. 
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Larry then asked Second Vice President Jack Watson to introduce the evening's speaker. 
 
Program Speaker – John Trojanowski                       Topic –  "Swords as a Mechanism for the 
                   Military" 
 
Jack said that John and his wife have been a member of the Society for the 
last four-five years. John was born and raised in Southeast Texas and is now 
a resident of Dickinson.  He is the president of the local fencing club in 
Galveston. Tonight's presentation was a show and tell in his area of 
expertise. 
 
His program encompassed both civilian and military swords.  He said that 
swords are considered exotic because we are living in the first 150 years 
where swords are not commonplace.   
 
John began with a discussion of civilian weaponry.  The first example was 
one that was going out of style by Laffite's time - the rapier.  The rapier was 
a civilian sword originating in Spain in the 1400s. It was a dress sword to be worn at court.  From his 
collection John showed us the final evolution of the rapier circa 1650 with hand hilt and fine German 
made blade.  It did not go out of favor in Spain until the mid 1800s and may have been in possession by 
some Creole families.  The next weapon he introduced was the parrying dagger and he demonstrated 
how this sword type was used.  John presented a "Colichemarde" from around 1720 which was a very 
popular weapon used in duels up until the 1880s.  This was a favorite of George Washington.  The last 
example in the civilian arsenal was the small sword used for court dress and very popular in dueling.  
Civilian swords were used mainly for dueling purposes.  John explained that duels were not just fights 
between individuals, but were fought to preserve one's dignity and social position in relation to the 
offending party.  Duels were illegal but not fought in high secrecy so that there would be some witness 
to the disposition of the event. 
 
He began the presentation of the military side of swords with the knight's sword.  This was broad with a 
cross shape while the Arab armies used a wide, curved blade - the Shamshir or scimitar  having no hand 
protection.  The militaries of the world developed the saber that appears to be a combination of the two 
incorporating a curved blade, edge, point, and more hand protection. John displayed a saber from about 
1840 saying that it was not a particularly good specimen because it was mass produced and the weight 
was so far forward that it could break the wrist.  Around the time of the Civil War we copied from the 
French the tradition of artillery officers carrying short swords similar to the Roman gladius.  Naval 
officers carried the cutlass which looks like a saber, but shorter because of the close quarters of a ship.  
The foil was then described as simply a sword whose tip has been covered or ground down to prevent an 
injury during fencing practice. It was developed during Napoleon's time and was the first created as a 
teaching tool.  John then finished with the saber by saying that the saber was used to around WWI, then 
machine guns helped phase out sword use in warfare. 
 
John introduced the single stick, which looks like a sword, but has a wooden stick instead of a blade.  It 
was popular in the British Isles and he gave some history about it.  He said that his fencing group will be 
doing a demonstration at Dickens on the Strand since this was a Victorian era sport. 
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Questions: 
What is the Mameluke sword?  This sword was used by the Barbary pirates in Tripoli and is now  

carried by Marines as part of their tradition. 
Are swords right or left handed?  They are usually right handed.  They could be adapted to a left  

hand, though. 
What weapons were used in the Heidelberg era?  They still use current weapons in the university 

dueling fraternities of Germany and other European countries.  The goal of these duels is to 
open the opponent's face. 

Were duels fought to the death?  Up to 1800, duels were fought to the death or to incapacitate.   
Between Laffite's time and the Civil War, attitudes changed and the death of a participant was 
not required to satisfy one's honor. This gave way to the concept of the duel to first blood with 
procedures in place to prevent infection from wounds.  The last known duel to first blood was in 
1967 

What do young people use to learn fencing?  They use the foil along with all the protective gear. 
What type of materials were grips of Civil War sabers made from? They used skate and sharkskin 

for the leather for grips because the leather didn't slip in sweaty hands. 
Did the switch from dueling with swords to guns go smoothly?  It went very quickly.  Muskets 

were not accurate so it was pretty safe and one shot satisfied honor.  Sword dueling was harder 
and took a lot of practice. 

Does the Colichemarde mean something in French? It is a French corruption of Koenigsberg.   
What is the cup hilt rapier?  It covers everything behind a guard - everything that is not the blade.  

Victorians came up with the terminology. 
What is a hanger sword?  It is a short, wide saber-type blade common in the Revolutionary War 

period. 
What kind of sword did Peter use to cut the ear off one of the Roman soldiers?  He probably did 

not have a Roman sword, but probably used a type of leaf-bladed sword originating in the 
Middle East.  It could have been bronze or iron. 

When did the Damascus blade appear?  The heyday of this blade would have been pre-Crusades, 
the Dark Ages.  John said he didn't know about the metallurgy of this blade. 

What sword was used in military schools in the 1920's?  The last saber designed for military use 
was designed by General George Patton. It is known as the Patton saber. 

   
Miscellaneous 
 
Larry introduced Greg Whittaker, manager of the Animal Programs at Moody Gardens.  Greg is 
interested in doing placing a replica of a sunken pirate ship in the open section of the Caribbean exhibit.  
He doesn't want a "Pirates of the Caribbean" look alike, but would like to get something of a historical 
nature and would like to have the Society's ideas on this. 
 
Larry called for a short meeting for those involved in the seminar and Christmas party planning. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:41PM         
 . 
 
Tuesday, June 11, 2013   Meridian Retirement Center 
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Board Members Present:  President Larry Porter, FVP Jack Watson, SVP Kathy Modzelewski, co-TVP 
Ginny Roberts/Lynette Haaga, Secretary Carolyn Peterson, Technology Director Rob Peterson, 
Treasurer Jeff Modzelewski, Archivist Dorothy Karolanovic, Parliamentarian Diane Olson, Publicity 
Director Dave Roberts 
Board Members Absent:  Coordinator of Research Pam Keyes, Editor Dan Cote 
Advisory Board Present: Kathy Modzelewski, Jeff Modzelewski, Jean Epperson 
Advisory Board Absent: Pam Keyes, Dr. Reginald Wilson, Robert Vogel, Dale Olson 
   
President Larry Porter called the meeting to order at 6:31 PM.  First on the agenda was a raffle for a 
flower arrangement won by Larry Janzen, owner of The Galveston Wreath Company and who also was 
the donor of the arrangement, who in turn gave it to Jim Nonus.  Larry Porter then welcomed a guest and 
long time members - Bernadette Foley, Beverly Davis, Lou McBeth, Paulette Armstrong, and new 
member - Greg Whittaker. 
 
Carol Woods from the Rosenberg Library announced that Casey Greene of the History Center is retiring 
and that there will be a reception on June 27 from 5:00-6:30PM - please RSVP.  She also said his 
position is open. 
 
Larry announced that there is a new steakhouse in Galveston named Number13 and is dedicated to 
Laffite. 
 
Lynette Haaga gave some details regarding the Christmas Party saying that it will be held at the 
Viewfinders Terrace at Moody Gardens on Sunday, Dec. 15.  The buffet will have a New Orleans style 
with the overall theme being "Cafe Laffite".  The price will be $65 per ticket which includes the buffet 
and two drinks. 
 
The seminar was the next topic and Larry said that the program was being firmed up.  He stated that 
next year the infomercials and superfluous stuff would be excluded giving more time for discussion after 
each speaker's presentation.  The date is April 25 and 26 at TAMUG.  The location of the cocktail party 
has not been decided; Ed Jamison said that he hopes to get some good accommodation rates for the out-
of-towners who will attend. 
 
The Chronicles should be coming out in July, but the question of printing a special addition to 
accommodate all the pictures and related materials from the seminar is yet to be determined.  Larry 
suggested having a board meeting the following week to discuss this matter. 
 
Larry said that a fall field trip is in the works for November going to Barataria then on to New Orleans 
to check out some the of the locations involved with the Laffites. 
 
Program Speaker – Jim Nonus ……………………Topic –  "Newspapers from the Laffite Era" 
 
FVP Jack Watson introduced Jim as one of the founding members of the Society 
who has a vast collection of Laffite memorabilia.  Jim said that he is a collector, 
beginning as a child with rocks because they were free.  After his father stubbed 
his toe on one of his prized collectables, all of Jim's beloved rocks were 
relegated to the yard thus preparing him for his loss in the future Hurricane 
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Carla.  In fact he lost a large portion of his collections and possessions in Hurricane Ike which he 
considers a huge blessing since he would have needed the Astrodome to hold them all now.  He has been 
collecting newspapers since about 1993 when he went to an auction at Simpson's and bought an 1817 
newspaper that had an piece about the Mina Expedition.  Now he has over seventy in his collection, but 
he lost one hundred in Ike.  Jim brought copies of many of his newspapers (1817-1818) and read to us 
articles that were of interest on all sorts of topics.   
 
Two subjects were covered in all the papers: yellow fever and small pox, but as a whole the subject 
matter was very diverse. Many articles were intertwined with subjects that are of interest to members of 
the Society such as Champ d'Asile, life in New Orleans during that period, and the happenings of the 
day in France and Europe.  Jim said that finding the connections between the articles enhanced and 
spurred his interests in other areas.  Mike Wonio was asked to provide a theatrical reading of an article 
on an earlier letter by H. Lallemand published in the New Orleans Gazette.  The article was regarding 
the Frenchmen who were colonizing Champ d'Asile and the type of government the colony would have.  
It was a very entertaining part of the presentation.   
 
To paraphase Jim - you never know what will grab your attention and everyone's family history is 
important. 
 
Questions: 
 
Can you summarize the connection between Mina, Laffite, and Lallemand?  Jim began his answer  

with a brief description many of the Galveston players and then said "I don't think I am  
answering the question you asked!"  He then responded to Ed Jamison that he didn't remember  
that story which elicited much laughter. 

What about the New Orleans newspapers?  They don't come up in auctions that often.  He thinks they 
are already in other private collections. Jim said that the Historic New Orleans Collection has  
expressed interest in his collection. He is considering where to place his collection in the future. 

 
Interesting Tidbit - Mina had a town named for him, but after his death it was changed to Bastrop. 
 
Jean Epperson requested that Jim sing for us so he performed an abbreviated version of his musical 
"Lonely and Lost - The Legend of Laffite".  It was enjoyed by all   Thanks, Jim. 
   
Miscellaneous 
 
Larry talked about the folklore of the White Ranch around Winnie. 
 
Programs 
 July  Jack Watson will speak on James Long 
 August  The Torch Collection will speak about their collection 
 September Betty Connors' subject will be the Bowie Brothers 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:54PM.         
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Tuesday, July 09, 2013     Meridian Retirement Center 
 
Board Members Present:  President Larry Porter, FVP Jack Watson, SVP Kathy Modzelewski, co-TVP 
Ginny Roberts/Lynette Haaga, Secretary Carolyn Peterson, Technology Director Rob Peterson, 
Treasurer Jeff Modzelewski, Archivist Dorothy Karolanovic, Parliamentarian Diane Olson, Publicity 
Director Dave Roberts, Editor Dan Cote 
Board Members Absent:  Coordinator of Research Pam Keyes 
Advisory Board Present: Kathy Modzelewski, Jeff Modzelewski, Dale Olson, Jean Epperson 
Advisory Board Absent: Pam Keyes, Dr. Reginald Wilson, Robert Vogel 
   
President Larry Porter called the meeting to order at 6:33 PM.  He began by welcoming all to this 
month's meeting.   
 
The next point of business was next year's seminar at TAMUG on April 25-26.  Larry said that there 
will be six sessions and that speakers for five sessions were set with the sixth to be finalized.  
 
A field trip to Barataria and Grand Isle is tentatively set for November 15.  Details are yet to be firmed 
up, but if you are interested please contact Larry Porter so he can get a head count. 
 
Program Speaker – Jack Watson                 …………………….      Topic –  Dr. James Long - Part I 
 
His presentation primarily involved two aspects of Long's life - the Nacogdoches Expedition of 1819 
and his relationship with Jean Laffite.   
 
Jack began his talk by telling us that Long was born in Virginia in 1703 and died in Mexico in 1822 at 
the age of 29 years and considers himkind of a "strange fellow".  As a child Long's family moved 
frequently and at the age of 15 his father set him up in a business, but it failed.  He then went to medical 
school and at 21 was a physician-surgeon. James joined in the Battle of New Orleans where he was 
honored for bravery.  After the war he went to Natchez, MS where he met and married Jane Wilkinson - 
niece of the famous general.   James became quite involved in the politics of the day.  In 1819 the 
Adams-Onis treaty had been negotiated with the US establishing the Sabine river as its western 
boundary - doing away with neutral zone. The Spanish signed Florida over to the USA.  Long and many 
others in Natchez were furious that the US had signed this treaty, squashing any hope that Americans 
could move into the fertile land (of Texas) and claim it for their own.  Interested parties with deep 
pockets began to contribute to continue the filibuster movement. James was named leader of this 
"expansionist mob" and he with his men left for Natchitoches, LA in June of 1819, then marched on to 
Nacogdoches, TX, capturing it from the Spanish without firing a shot.  Long was very intent on enlisting 
native Mexicans to join in the venture.  The US opposed this movement. whereas previously they had 
just ignored or even given support with money/supplies to other groups.  The government had just 
concluded this treaty through tedious negotiations and didn't want Long to torpedo it before it was 
ratified by the Spanish.  The government arrested Long before he left Natchez.  Jack said that he had a 
hard time trying to figure out Long's motivation for just throwing his personal wealth and possibly his 
family's well being away to try and steal land from a foreign government.  No doubt he was obsessed 
with this endeavor.  Authors Maribeau B. Lamar and Harris Gaylord Warren expressed opposite 
opinions of Long,  Lamar thought he was a "hero" (probably biased by Jane Long) while Warren 
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described Long as an "ambitious drifter".  James fancied himself as a military man - a leader of men.  
On his expedition he had a odd mix of fighters with him, some experienced army men, speculators, and 
the two Bowie brothers.  William Davis described this expedition as a "land grab".  In July 1819 the US 
government captured a large portion of the supplies destined for Nacogdoches in Donaldsonville, LA.  
This represented $300K of the $500K he had received in donations, thus delivering the movement a 
death blow.  During this time Jane Long joined him in Nacogdoches, but shortly thereafter James took 
off for Galveston to meet with the Laffites leaving her and the family behind.  Soon after, Nacogdoches 
was retaken by the Spanish and all members of his group were forced to evacuate. 
 
Jack switched gears talking about James' brief, but intense relationship with Jean Laffite. During Long's 
trip to Galveston, he established his camp at Anahuac.  He wrote Laffite a letter on June 24, 1819 
inviting Laffite to join forces since James thought they had the same goals in mind.  James also said that 
he badly needs ammunition and supplies for his troops.  Jean stalled Long because Pierre was in 
Washington conspiring with the Spanish and using the information Long had given Jean to convince the 
Spanish to keep them on the payroll.  In September Laffite sent Long a letter delivered by New Orleans 
lawyers that turned out to be a contract defining the roles each would play in this new adventure.  This 
was a diversion by Laffite to keep Long on the hook as a source of information.  On October 7, 1819 
Laffite and Long met for the first time to sign the papers that the lawyers had delivered to Long earlier.  
By the time they were signing this agreement things were falling apart.  Perez was marching towards 
Nacogdoches and ultimately secured it for the Spanish causing the collapse of the movement.  In 
January 1820 (under pressure of the US government) the Laffites decide to quit Galveston, making 
Long's and Laffite's agreement null and void.  Long goes to Louisiana and finds some new backers and 
he returns with some of his same men to Bolivar in April, 1820.  Laffite sails away in May, 1820 and the 
two never saw each other again. 
 
Jack will give Part II in January: Long's time in Galveston after Laffite left and Long's subsequent trip to 
La Bahia.  Jack will then talk about the strange death of James Long in Mexico City in 1822. 
 
Questions: 
What was the Republic of Fredonia?  Jack said he was not aware of it, but Helen Mooty said that at one 

time Nacogdoches was declared the "Nation of Fredonia".  It was trying to be a separate country  
during the filibustering days. 

Who fought the Karankawa Indians at the Battle of Three Trees?  It was Long and his men, not  
Laffite. 

   
Miscellaneous 
 
Larry asked interested parties to give him input regarding the November field trip. 
 
Future Programs 
 August   Presentation by the Torch Collection 
 September  Betty Connor  "Bowie Brothers" 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30PM. 
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1st Annual Laffite Seminar 
Larry Porter, President 

Section I - Summary 
On June 27th of 2012, the Laffite Society held the first board meeting of the newly elected officers for 
the Laffite Society 2012-2014 term.  During that meeting, plans were discussed for the coming year and 
the idea of sponsoring a Laffite Seminar in the spring was raised as a possibility.  Ideas flowed as freely 
as the wine and a rump committee was quickly formed to address the possibilities. And, the rest is 
history! 
Seven months later, March 8th and 9th during spring break, the society sponsored the 1st Annual Laffite 
Seminar at Texas A&M Galveston, Pelican Island campus.  During that time, hundreds of man-hours 
were spent in organizing, planning, scheduling, arranging, advertising, creating and rehearsing the 
myriads of activities that made up the seminar.  It was a Cecil B. Demille Production- (to paraphrase) “a 
cast of thousands and years in the making”. 
By any measure, the seminar was a tremendous success, especially as a first time affair.  Over 70 people 
attended the seminar on Saturday, with around 50 present at the Friday welcoming party.  All of this 
took place on a popular spring break weekend with record beach crowds and high hotel prices. 
The purpose of this seminar was to promote and extend the Laffite story and its impact on Galveston and 
U.S. history. Very little history has been written on the Laffites , and  few direct records, other than the 
dubious “Journals”, remain. This,  in spite of the significant impact the Laffites had on the Battle of New 
Orleans and subsequent westward expansion. Undoubtedly, a British victory would have negated the 
treaty of Ghent and there might not have been an Adams-Onis Treaty.  
The Laffite story is told by others. The brothers seemed to have a corporate policy of burning bridges 
when quitting a place. When told the U.S. Navy had been ordered to drive them out of Barateria, the 
Laffites offered no resistance and fixed their ships and warehouses for immediate destruction by 
explosion and fire to demonstrate their cooperation. Only the last minute heroic action of young 
Lieutenant Thomas catsby- Jones saved the bulk of the fleet and some warehouses. The brothers moved 
base operations to Galveston. And, a few short years later, the U.S. Navy again served notice for the 
brothers to leave.  This time the Laffites did not wait to negotiate, but set fire to everything, including 
the village and most of the fleet. They sailed west to the Yucatan having destroyed all records. 
Who then to tell the story?  
The Laffite Society hopes to advance and clarify the story of these brothers, Jean and Pierre, in this time 
of history on Galveston, nee’, Campeche, and the surrounding gulf coast area.  
This seminar will then be a yearly composition of the best and most interesting tales , presented and 
reenacted  by a variety of lay and professional historians from around the country. 
The outline schedule of our 1st Annual is shown below. Each year, we plan to have a similar format with 
5-6 sessions, and 1-2 invited “key note” speakers. The 2013 Seminar was recorded in it’s entirety and 
will be available in our archives and perhaps on our website in the future.  Our key note speaker, Dr. 
Gene Smith is featured here with a brief bio. And, the seminar and welcome party are shown in a series 
of photos. 
The “cast” included eight speakers with five introductions. We had four infomercials to include GHF, 
GCHC, Rosenberg Library, and Texas A&M.  Hospitality, food and services were provided at the 
Welcome Party by Ed Conner, Lynette Haage and Ginny Roberts. Texas A&M Food Service provided 
lunch and refreshments. Our board members, Dave & Ginny Roberts, Dale & Diane Olson, Jack 
Watson, Rob & Carolyn Peterson, Jeff & Kathy Modzelewski all did yeoman work in making this 
happen. Ed Jamison directed us. 
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Special thanks again to Dave Baca and Natalie Wiest for Texas A&M and Dale and Diane Olson for the 
Trolley Station. 
Next year we chose April 25th and 26th for the 2nd Annual Laffite Seminar. 
See you there! 
 Section II – Greetings from Jack Davis 

 
 
When the committee first discussed the possibility of hosting a Laffite seminar, Jack Davis was the 
obvious choice for a “key note” speaker. Obvious, if one is lucky enough to fit into Jack’s busy schedule 
and also have a fat budget. Sadly, it turned out we had neither. I did contact Jack, and he was gracious 
enough to provide these greetings to our attendees which were transcribed by Dave Roberts to begin the 
program. Perhaps we will be able to have Jack down in the future. 

Larry Porter 
 
Dear Laffite Symposium Attendees 
 
Let me welcome you to the first of what I hope may be many such gatherings over the years ahead. 
Laffite studies--it we can say there is such a thing--is more than a bit remarkable in the way it has for 
years brought people together informally, as well as formally in meetings and publications. For a couple 
of fellows who spent most of their lives on the wrong side of the law, Jean and brother Pierre seem to 
have an unshakable grip on our imaginations and curiosity. As I am sure you will discover at the 
symposium, that curiosity has resulted in some remarkable path-breaking study, and not just on the 
brothers themselves. Privateering and piracy in the Gulf and the Caribbean in the early 19th century as a 
field has been enormously advanced by the work of scholars and lay people who have diligently ferreted 
out the often elusive documents that widen our perspective and understanding. Living descendants of 
Pierre's who have been discovered in the last decade bring a dramatic sense of connection to their 
ancestors, while underwater archaeological work on vessels from the privateering era are adding to our 
knowledge of who these people were and how they lived. The Laffite Society of Galveston has been at 
the forefront of this effort for a generation now, and the body of its work is testimony to the dedication 
and ceaseless curiosity of people who want to know more. Some of those involved in the Society's work 
have brought you together for this symposium, and I regret that I cannot be with you, for even though 
my own work on the Laffites and their era has ceased, my interest has not. They have their grip on my 
curiosity, too. Why? Perhaps a mix of romantic interest, the lure of the raw Old Southwest, and a 
fascination with the ways society and cultures advanced in fits and starts in that murky netherworld of 
the frontier. These were very real people, of wonderfully mixed elements, men out for the main chance 
and yet not without some smattering of moral compass. They were the kind of men who took American 
culture to the outer extreme of our frontiers everywhere. Some became giants, statesmen, and mythic 
heroes. Others became outcasts and myths of another kind. Jean and Pierre inhabit a place in the middle, 
and I want to wish you all well as you start your voyages of discovery into the Laffite past and present, 
as you come to grips with where they fit in the American panorama. I can promise you they will never  
be dull.                                                            Bon Voyage 

William C. "Jack" Davis 
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Section III – Schedule of Events 
 

1st Annual Laffite Seminar March 8 - 9, 2013 
Texas A&M University at Galveston, Pelican Island Campus  

Ocean and Coastal Sciences Building, Room 142 
March 8th, Friday: Trolley Station, 2021 Strand, Galveston Island 
6pm   Welcome Party Refreshments and Entertainment. Celebrity bartender: Ed Conner  
March 9th, Saturday: TAMUG Ocean and Coastal Sciences Building 
8am-9am  Registration Coffee & pastries, sponsor/partner display tables 
  Welcome: Larry Porter, President of The Laffite Society 

Representative of Texas A&M University at Galveston 
9am – 9:45am Session #1: Laffite 101, Jeff Modzelewski, introduced by Lynette Haaga 

Greetings from Ed Jamison, Past President of The Laffite Society  
10am -10:45am Session #2: The Raid on Barataria, Dr. Gene A. Smith, Professor and Director of 

 the Center for Texas Studies at Texas Christian University, introduced by Larry  
Porter 

  Greetings from Dwayne Jones, Executive Director of Galveston Historical Foundation 
11am – 11:45am Session #3: Laffite in Galveston, R. Dale Olson, introduced by Ginny Roberts 

Greetings from Natalie Wiest of TAMUG Library - Laffite Archives 
12pm -1:30pm Buffet lunch, TAMUG library  
1:45pm – 2:30pm  Session #4: Women in Laffite’s Life - Betty Conner, Helen Mooty (as Jane  

Long), introduced by Linda Kuhn 
Greetings from Helen Mooty of Galveston County Historical Commission  

2:45pm – 3:30pm  Session #5: The Mysteries of Laffite- Ensemble, introduced by Kathy 
 Modzelewski 

The Treasure- Jack Watson  
The Journal- Rob Peterson  
The Death- Jeff Modzelewski 

Greetings from Casey Green, Department Head of Rosenberg Library’s Galveston 
& Texas History Center  

4pm – 5:30pm  Reception - Refreshments, book-signing, sponsor/partner display tables  
7pm    Dinner arranged for group in local restaurant; cost borne by each person. 
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Section IV - Dr. Gene Smith: Featured Speaker 
One of the objectives of a seminar such as this is to track the lives and times of Laffites during the 
turbulent years in our U.S. expansionist history (1800-1840) from New Orleans, to Galveston and to the 
Yucatan.  Some of this history is fact, and some conjecture based on second hand reporting, and some 
may have been based on story telling from the main player himself or herself.  However, the more 
accuracy the history concerning what was going on in those days, perhaps the better we can judge the 
truth concerning the principles. 
This, then, prompts us to go beyond the immediate resources of our own society and reach out to 
historians nationally recognized as authorities in this time period (1800-1840). In the westward 
expansion of the Gulf Coast and beyond, Filibustering and Privateering were the code of the day served 
up with an extra helping of smuggling, and slave trade.  
Each year, the society will seek out one, or two, “outside” featured speakers: speakers who are not 
regular members but are well-published historians with a concentration of interest touching on activities 
of Laffite Inc. 
This year, 2013, our search began looking for details on the “Raid on Barateria”. The obvious starting 
point was the US Navy.  We contacted the Head of Department of History at the US Naval Academy, 
Craig L. Symonds and were referred to Dr. Gene Smith at T.C.U. (Dr. Symonds is retiring). 
After several discussions, Dr. Smith agreed to accept out invitation and prepared the “key note’ session, 
“The Raid on Barataria” 
Born and raised in Alabama, Gene grew up on a small farm that raised cattle, and grew corn and 
soybeans. With such a background it was no surprise that he wanted to be a veterinarian. Fortunately a 
college course in chemistry put him on the path to becoming a historian. Gene completed both his 
undergraduate (BA 1984) and graduate training (MA 1987, PhD 1991) in history at Auburn University 
Auburn. Studying early American history, he wrote a dissertation on the politics of the Jeffersonian 
gunboat program and then spent three years teaching at Montana State University-Billings. Since 
arriving at TCU during the fall of 1994, Gene has been teaching U.S. survey history and undergraduate 
and graduate level courses on early American history. He is currently serving as the Director of the 
Center for Texas Studies, and holds a joint appointment with the Fort Worth Museum of Science and 
History as the Curator of History.  During the 2013-14 academic-years, Gene will be the Class of 1957 
Distinguished Chair in Naval Heritage at the United States Naval Academy. 

Gene's major publications include the following books: The Slaves’ Gamble: Choosing Sides in the War 
of 1812(Palgrave Macmillan, 2013); Nexus of Empire: Negotiating Loyalty and Identity in the 
Revolutionary Borderlands, 1760s-1820s(University Press of Florida, 2010);A British Eyewitness at the 
Battle of New Orleans: The Memoir of Royal Navy Admiral Robert Aitcheson, 1808-1827(Historic 
New Orleans Collection, 2004);Thomas Catesby Jones: Commodore of Manifest Destiny(Naval Institute 
Press, 2000); a revised and updated edition of Latour's, Historical Memoir of the War in West Florida 
and Louisiana, 1814-15: With an Atlas(The Historic New Orleans Collection and the University Press of 
Florida, 1999); Filibusters and Expansionists: Jeffersonian Manifest Destiny, 1800-1821, with Frank L. 
Owsley, Jr., (University of Alabama Press, 1997);Iron and Heavy Guns: Duel Between the "Monitor" 
and "Merrimac", (McWhiney Press, 1996); and, "For the Purpose of Defense": The Politics of the 
Jeffersonian Gunboat Program (University of Delaware Press, 1995). He is presently working on a study 
of the Battle of New Orleans, as well as an American military history textbook. Additionally, Gene has 
received internal research awards from Montana State University-Billings and TCU, as well as 
fellowships from the Henry E. Huntington Library, the Virginia Historical Society, the U.S. Department 
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of the Navy, the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, and from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities. 
Gene is an active member of several organizations, most notably the Society for Historians of the Early 
American Republic-currently acting as the organization's Treasurer-and the North American Society for 
Oceanic History. He is also the co-editor of the Naval Institute Press’ book series “New Perspective on 
Maritime History and Nautical Archaeology,” and editor of the University Press of Florida book series 
“Contested Boundaries 
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Section V – Party Photos 

                                   
                      SEMINAR RECEPTION PARTY                WELCOME TO THE LAFFITE ROOM 
                       AT THE TROLLEY STATION 
 

  
OUR CELEBRITY BARTENDER , ED CONNER,       ED JAMISON, HOST DALE OLSON & LARRY PORTER 
AT HIS TRADE 
 

                           
                                      Ginny Roberts & Lynette Haaga with the terrific bounty they provided 
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         OUR FEATURED GUEST, DAVE BACA AND WIFE       ANOTHER KEY A&M ORGANIZER, AND FEATURED 
          PRICILLA FILES.   DAVE WAS KEY TO THE                 GUEST, NATALIE WIEST, AND OUR ARCHIVIST,  
          ARRANGEMENTS AT TEXAS A&M.                                DOROTHY KARILANOVIC 
 
      

                        
                            And there was music                            Betty Conner sings a few pirate       The ever versitile, Mike  
                                                                                            songs                                                   Wonio, plays and sings  
                                                                                                                                                         seafaring ditties  
 
 

                        
                 Brenda & Jim Atchley at reception.                                Jim Milligan, David & Lou Olson 
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                            Gene Bindheimer & Jan Johnson                     Jan Porter, Kathy Modzelewski, Ann Boyd and Sandra 
                                                                                                      Rodgers at Welcome Reception 

                 
                   Helen Mooty, Lou Olson and Betty Conner                Bill & Lynette Haaga, Marty Cogwin and Barbara 
                                                                                                        Greb enjoying the reception on the Strand 

               
                                Jim Nonus and Janet Wagner                       Founders row! Reginald and Betty Wilson, Pam 
                                                                                                          Keys and past president, Ed Jamison Laffite 

                                                  JACK REALLY HAD A GOOD TIME 
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Section VI - Seminar Photos 

          
                               WELCOME SCREEN AT TAMUG                   PRESIDENT PORTER OPENS THE SEMINAR  

 

                           
              DAVE BACA GREETINGS FROM A&M                          PORTER BRINGS GREETINGS FROM JACK 
DAVIS  

                                           
                               OUR PROGRAM DIRECTOR, ED                                  JEFF MODZELEWSKI PRESENTS 
                               JAMISON, OUTLINES THE PROGRAM                      LAFFITE 101 
                              FOR THE DAY 
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              DR. GENE SMITH AND THE RAID ON BARATERIA                               THOMAS CATSBY  U.S. NAVY 

             
                                            THE CROWD                                                     DALE OLSON DISCUSSES THE LAFFITE 
                                                                                                                          BROTHERS IN GALVESTON 
 

              
           AND, THE BROTHERS HAD MANY INTERESTING            THE LAFFITES AND ASSOCIATES WERE 
              ASSOCIATES                                                                             GAME CHANGERS IN THE WESTWARD 
                                                                                                                    EXPANSION OF THE U.S. 
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              LOU OLSON INTRODUCES LAFFITES WOMEN                         BETTY CONNER AS LAFFITE’S 
                                                                                                                                            WOMAN 
 

             
        BETTY CONNER AS THE WOMAN WHO BANISHES                  HELEN MOOTY AS JANE LONG 
                       JEAN                                                                                   MOTHER OF TEXAS AND JEAN'S DINING 
                                                                                                                                      GUEST 

                      
                     KATHY MODZELEWSKI INTRODUCES                    JACK WATSON AND MYSTERY #1 
                            THE THREE MYSTERIES                                                        THE TREASURE 
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             ROB PETERSON AND MYSTERY #2 THE JOURNAL          JEFF MODZELEWSI AND MYSTERY #3 
THE DEATH 
 

                               
                            NATALIE WIEST A&M EXPLAINS THE                    DWAYNE JONES DISCUSSES GHF 
                            LAFFITE ARCHIVE AT TEXAS A&M 
 

                                      
                           HELEN MOOTY PLUGS THE             CASEY GREEN ON ROSENBERG LIBRARY 
                          GALVESTON COUNTY  
                          HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
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Motte of the “Three Trees” located at  
The Wern Cemetery Lot in Laffite’s Cove, 

Galveston Island 
K. Clark 

 
BASIS 
The “Three Trees” as noted by mariners in the early 1800's were actually 3 mottes of live oaks located 
mid way down Galveston Island.  General Long’s men attacked the Karankawa in this area after the 
departure of Lafitte, hence the “Battle of the Three Trees” became known in Galveston history. 
 
The exact location of the “Three Trees” was established in 1837 by surveyors Trimble & Lindsey and 
provided on the Plat Map in the form of notes (Plate 1), locating the 3rd Motte of “20 trees” on Lots 17 
& 28 in Section 3 (Plate 2).  All Mottes were found to be located on or near the highest part of the 
“ridge” extending from Eckert’s Bayou to “Lone Oak Bayou” at Galveston State Park. 
 
The 1837 map noted that a pond existed on Lot 17; the 20 trees were thus located on the highest end of 
the two lots, hence, the north end where the highest land elevation existed. Over the years growth spread 
and hurricanes have impacted the original locations; the 1930's Tobin aerial photos indicated a string of 
live oaks along the ridge, the highest point on the island with elevation at 11-12 feet. 

The Wern family owned Lots 18 & 27 since the mid 1880's, having purchased these from the well 
known businessman and Galveston founder Isadore Dyer, uncle of historian Dr. Joseph Osterman Dyer 
(1874-1925).  The Wern family owned these lots until the 1950's, and sold the land to John Hamilton, 
who allowed the Wern’s to remain on the property the rest of their natural life, the last Wern burial was 
in 1968 in the Wern Family Cemetery. 
 
The dimension of this cemetery is 25 ft X 45 ft, and is located just north and east of the SW corner of 
Lot 18 (Plate 3).  Due to the family ownership of this cemetery, George Mitchell, in the development of 
Pirates Cove Section VI (also known as Lafitte’s Cove), designated this lot as a Reserve.   
 
On this Reserve are located very large historic live oaks which were impacted by the salt water intrusion 
from hurricane Ike.  The largest of the oaks measures 120" in circumference, a probable 90-120 year old 
tree.  The two next largest trunks originate from a raised mound at the east fence line and appear to be 
off shoots from an earlier large trunk base, these trees appear to be 60-70 years old.  Live oaks have a 
natural protection and perpetuation cycle which includes generating new offshoots when the main trunk 
is damaged or affected. 
 
These trees are located 80-90 feet north of the boundary line between Lots 17 & 18 (Plate 4), and due to 
age, close proximity location, and the natural growth cycle of live oak mottes, have the strong basis to 
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be descendant trees from the 20 trees surveyed in 1837 by Trimble & Lindsey.  Thus these live oaks are 
direct descendants of the 3rd motte of the famous “Three Trees”. 
 

 
Plate 1 

Notes from the Trimble & Lindsey 1837 Galveston Plat Map 
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Photo taken September 2008 (pre-Ike) of the 3rd motte “descendant “ trees at Lafitte’s Cove 
(Windlass Ct.)
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Set in Champ d’Asile 
Betje Black Klier, Ph.D 

 
[Program chairman note: The Laffite Society had the opportunity to hear from Dr. Betje Black Klier, 
Ph.D., as our program speaker in Nov, 2012. In addition, Dr. Klier will be a featured speaker at the 
Laffite Seminar next April.  According to Dr. Klier the story of Champ d’Asile “has been the residence 
of my soul and intellect for two decades”. The following is a letter to the Laffite Society in reference to 
her talk last fall.] 
 

Laffite Society: While preparing the manuscript for Set in Champ d’Asile,  it was essential to accurately 
identify several maps of the area and plans of the colony. Questions of maps of the Trinity River and the 
Gulf of Mexico often send me to my friend the local map guru, Jean Epperson. After two decades of 
ready assistance, I made a discovery with which to reciprocate her generosity. Lo' and behold, in 
November 2012, Jean accepted my gift from Spain without surprise and reciprocated with additional 
clarifications from Laffite Society members, Dorothy Karilanovic and Jeff Modzelewski, who, in 1995, 
had been studying a copy of the same map from the Rosenberg Library. Being ardent researchers, they 
had requested an original from the Archivo General de la Nacion in Mexico City. Dorothy graciously 
provided me copies of her working papers of this "Photographic Reproduction of the original map of the 
Bahía de Galveston fechado en 1810." In January 1996, their colleague Tom Oertling published an 
article in the Laffite Society Chronicles that included Dorothy and Jeff's translations of the texts and the 
image of the so-called 1810 map. Based on the documented 1815 arrival of Colonel Henry Perry and 
former Napoleonic General Jean Amable Humbert, Tom refuted the accepted 1810 date of the map. In 
her book Filibusters, Pirates and Privateers of the Early Texas Coast, Jean furthered the argument by 
suggesting that Bartholomé Lafon should be considered as the possible mapmaker because the published 
letters of Governor Antonio Martinez mention that Lafon sent him a map in 1817.  

During the same years, I was searching for the cartographer of what I always called the "ubiquitous 
map" of the colony of Champ d'Asile—"ubiquitous" because it appears in numerous publications, 
always without proper credit. Lopping off the miniscule signature below the line drawn around the map 
may have yielded a more attractive map for publication, then subsequent publications followed suit. In 
my quest to acknowledge the cartographer, in the Spanish National Archives I discovered 
serendipitously copies of the maps of Galveston Bay because the same cartographer—Valentín 
Ampudia— prepared all of them in the same year.  

The 1819 map of Galveston Bay that I sent to Jean as a "thank you" and "surprise" does not prove that 
she is wrong about Lafon. Instead, Ampudia's map contributes to the on-going conversation about the 
identity of the cartographer who produced the previously called "1810 map." Furthermore, knowing his 
name this does not rule out the possibility that Lafon provided the survey of the Gulf Coast, as Jean 
suggested. Although a few exceedingly versatile men, such as Lafon and his partner Arsene LaCarriere 
Latour, worked in the region, we must remember that not all cartographers are artists or surveyors, nor 
are all engineers warriors or architects. Someone must have waded into the Gulf, but we don't know 
whose feet got wet, just whose pen dipped into the ink. After all, government cartographers have access 
to previous documents. They are expected to further knowledge by synthesizing new discoveries with 
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previous information before presenting the improved conceptualization in an attractive format. Now, 
more issues arise for the Laffite Society to tackle. For instance, Did Lafon's map(s) reach Mexico City? 
Was Ampudia present at the dismantling of the colony on the Trinity in October 1818? The recent 
mandate of the European Union to make historical materials available on the World Wide Web enriches 
the possibilities for uncovering our past every day. (Too bad for us, Mexico isn't under the same 
mandate.)  

Thanks to all who contributed to constructing this story, now somewhat debugged and tweaked. I hope 
all Laffite Society debuggers and tweakers will look forward to an illustrated Valentíne from me, 
featuring the cartographer's warnings to ship captains and instructions for avoiding pirates. Or perhaps 
you do not wish to avoid pirates?  

Betje Klier 

 

 
 

 


