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Editor's Page 
Dan Cote 

dancote1@comcast.net 
 
Observations on Articles in This Issue 
 
Jack Watson, our very capable program director (his official title is First Vice President), has submitted 
a piece, Monthly Programs, that gives us a preview of coming attractions. Society activities are 
strengthened by his efforts. 
 
Carolyn Peterson, the Society’s Recording Secretary , describes accurately but with style the meetings of 
the Society from January to June 2012. If you want to know what you missed by not being there or want 
to refresh meeting ideas your heard there, her minutes will give you guidance. 
 
Jean Epperson and Sheldon Kindall, in The Laffites Establishment On Isla Mujeres, Quintana Roo, 
Mexico highlight the Laffite holdings on this island south of the Yucatan. 
 
Jack Watson in Warren D.C. Hall: A Biographical Sketch presents for our edification another biography 
of a Laffite peripheral that adds dimension and color to Laffites history 
 
Material Submission Notes 
 
As an absolute last resort the editor will accept material that must be scanned or is in PDF. He prefers 
WORD or text documents with only VERY ELEMENTAL formatting: tabbing is preferred to spacing. 
Photos and drawings presented in .jpg or related formats are also preferred. 
 
The Laffite Yahoo Group 
 
The Laffite Society maintains an Internet newsgroup on the social-networking site Yahoo.  Group 
members can post text and upload documents and pictures of interest.  The group is titled "laffite." The 
Laffite Society encourages members to join the Yahoo "Laffite" group, as it fosters communication 
among members and the postings that appear there may be of interest, spark research directions, and so 
forth. 
 
To join the Yahoo group, one must first have a (free) Yahoo account.  To register, go to 
www.yahoo.com and follow the instructions.  Make a note of your user ID and password for future 
reference. 
  
Once registered, browse the groups for "laffite" and follow the instructions to request to join it.  A 
group moderator must review and approve your request before you may join (so that we can 
exclude those who wish to join simply to post spam, promote their businesses, etc.). 
  
If you have difficulty, e-mail Jeff Modzelewski at jeffiemod@gmail.com for assistance.  However, 
please do not request assistance before you have a Yahoo account - a Yahoo account is a prerequisite for 
joining the "laffite" group.  If you have a Yahoo account but cannt navigate the procedure to request to 
join the group, inform Jeff and he will send you via e-mail an "invitation" to join, which you then simply 
need to accept with a click of your mouse. 
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President’s Page 
Larry Porter 

LPorterAMC@sbcglobal.net 
 

It’s a new year all over again. In our June meeting, we elected a new slate of officers and 
directors. The new administration is posted inside the cover page of this chronicle. 

I want to thank the past officers, advisors and membership for trusting me with honor of leading 
our society in the coming year and thank all those officers who have volunteered to serve. Ed Jamison 
has done a fantastic job in energizing us to higher level of activity and prestige in the community while 
keeping the emphasis on fun! Ed is a hard act to follow! 

During the last year, we established our archive at Texas A&M University in Galveston. Our 
new archivist, Dorothy Karilanovic, will be working with Librarian Natalie Wiest at A&M to organize 
and enter the data. After summer vacations, activity will pick up and Dorothy will need help. If you have 
some spare time, please pitch in. The archive is being entered into a national database on the internet. 
We have gone worldwide! 

Jack Watson, 1st VP and Program chair, continues to offer us a top-notch programs guaranteed 
to educate and entertain. His preview for the next half-year is included in the Chronicles. We expect 
lively crowds. 

Meeting meals have come a long way from the sandwich and chips days. Ginny Roberts and 
Lynette Haaga have worked hard to produce excellent fare on all occasions with assistance from the 
members. Supplemented with drinks by Ed Conner, the evening meal is approaching gourmet status.  
The budget for this meal is supported by voluntary contributions. Five dollars per person is the break 
even number. Sometimes, we don’t make it. So, please chip in. 

The chronicle is perhaps one of our best products. We continue to urge members to join in on our 
ongoing research effort and submit articles. 

Jack Watson has breathed new life into our web site with Ritch Wright. Rich has created a new 
and improved web site and has volunteered to keep it current with society events. It will tie into the 
archive and connect all Laffite Society activities. 

In an attempt to create better connectivity amongst the membership, we established an internet 
newsgroup on Yahoo- Laffite Group. It’s a bulletin board used to post current happenings. It’s easy to 
use and free to all. The how is explained elsewhere and will be repeated at our next meetings. 

The first meeting of the new board was held Wednesday evening, June 27th at Dale and Diane 
Olson’s offices on The Strand. The meeting was fully attended and covered a full range of topics 
concerning the Society. Planning is underway for new and exciting events to add to the fun. And, we are 
focusing on the Christmas party! 

We have lots to look forward to and a great group of officers to help make it happen. 

 

Laissez les bons temps rouler 
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Preview of Programs for the Second Half of the Year 2012 
Jack Watson 

cherylgwatson@comcast.net 
 

Looking forward to the second half of the year, we will start things off in July with a 
presentation by our esteemed and former President Ed Jamison. Ed’s subject is the 1958 film classic The 
Buccaneer, staring Yul Brynner as Jean Laffite. This Cecil B DeMille movie is a remake of his 1938 
version. There are intriguing stories about the characters behind the cameras. In preparation, I just 
ordered my DVD from Amazon- the 1938 and the 1958 versions.  

For August, member Rob Peterson will present the program. He has named it “Laffite’s 
Landlords”. The subject is the Boutte family, former owners of the land where Laffite made his 
headquarters South of New Orleans. I wonder what the rent was.  

In September and October we will focus our attention on the fairer sex of our species- women. 
Betty Conner will start things off with a talk on women pirates in September. Betty’s presentation in 
2011 was one of the most popular for year, so you won’t want to miss this one. 

New member Michael Wonio will complement Betty’s theme in October with a presentation 
about women (and a few extra characters) at sea. Mike is an enthusiastic and active volunteer on the 
1877 Tall Ship Elissa. His program was very well received by that organization, and also is the subject 
of a lecture he will do at Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) this summer.  

At press time we have an open date for the November program, and as always I encourage all 
members to participate. You can research and do a program yourself, or arrange for a speaker from 
outside the Laffite Society to speak to us about Laffite and his times. I am taking reservations. 

[Editor’s note: The December program is the Christmas Party. An event always enjoyed by the 
members. Watch for details in up coming meetings.] 
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THE LAFFITES ESTABLISHMENT ON ISLA MUJERES, QUINTANA ROO, 
MEXICO 

 Jean L. Epperson & Sheldon Kindall 
 

Pierre and Jean Laffite established headquarters on Isla Mujeres sometime after Jean sailed away 
from Galveston, Texas in May 1820. 

The Louisiana Gazette of March 14, 1822 carried an article by Mr. Fisher, first mate of the 
schooner Evergreen, captured on August 28, 1821 by privateers. He stated that on September 6 the 
privateer was anchored (probably on the north shore) at Womans Island, (Isla Mujeres) at Lat. 21, 30 N 
Long, 87. * 

The Evergreen was destroyed in a gale when she dragged her anchors and went on shore.  On the 
landing of the pirates part of them mutinied apparently for the purpose of getting the property of the 
schooner. Several of the crew on both sides were injured.   

The privateer was a small Spanish built feluche, mounting one 6 pound cannon with small arms. 
She was called the Colobra (Culebra?) , Captain Fortunato (Jean Laffite?), with a crew of all nations- 
the gunner named Smidt, ( Schumph?) said to be from Canada. “When the crew first landed, a 
Frenchman who called himself Lafitte, said that he had resided at New Orleans, came down to the 
beach, and had the wounded officer, Mr. Fisher and others conveyed “to a hut (the only habitation on the 
island) which he inhabited, where they received every attention he could bestow. He appeared to be a 
very gentlemanly man, and well informed: but he did not mention what his business was on the island 
nor how long he had been there. He appeared to have considerable authority over the privateersmen.” 
The article continues saying there were some slaves on board the privateer, said to have been taken from 
a Spanish plantation. There was also a free mulatto woman whose husband had died in Mobile, and she 
(Lucy?) was going to Havana when captured- she was purchased by Lafitte.      

The narrative continues but this portion describes the habitation of the Laffites on Isla Mujeres.  
Apparently this episode was the beginning of the end of the Laffite brothers as Pierre died in November 
1821 after a skirmish on Isla Mujeres with Miguel Molas a Mexican officer and Jean died in 1823 after a 
sea fight with Spanish vessels in the Bay of Honduras. 

      
*Note  The Longitude and Latitude coordinates given in the newspaper account for Isla Mujeres actually 
falls on the Yucatan mainland and was only a guesstiment by the writer. The true coordinates for Isla 
Mujeres lie between 21degrees, 12 minutes, 2.56 seconds and 21degrees,16 minutes, 11.21seconds 
North Lat. and 86 degrees, 42 minutes, 39.17 seconds and 86 degrees, 45 minutes, 37.78 seconds West 
Long.  
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Warren D. C. Hall : A Biographical Sketch 
Jack Watson 

 
I chose Warren D. C. Hall as a biographical subject for a number of reasons, and after going 

through about three quarters of my research I found an interesting post card at the history center at 
Rosenberg library.  I had consulted nearly twenty different books, articles, and newspapers. The 
postcard was dated 1975, and it was from Madileine Perez in South Carolina. It was addressed to Mr. 
Wygant at Rosenberg library. Mrs. Perez apologized for not following up on help she had received in 
Galveston with her attempt to write a biography of Warren Hall. She said she couldn’t find sufficient 
material for a thesis and would have to abandon Mr. Hall as a subject. I often wonder if I would have 
ever pursued this biographical sketch had I found that post card in the first place. Even though Hall is 
mentioned by just about every historian and author that wrote about this time in Texas history, no one 
seems to have taken a good hard look at him alone. What roles did he play that were significant in Texas 
history, and what role did he play that involved Jean Laffite and his commune at Campeche? 

A number of things got me interested in Warren Hall. One was his friendship with Laffite in 
1819. At the time Hall was in Bolivar, under the command of Dr. James Long, at his filibuster camp 
named Fort Las Casas.  Laffite commanded his privateer commune across the Bolivar straits at 
Campeche. They seemed to have developed a mutual respect for one another and visited frequently. In 
an interview with Colonel J. S. Thrasher published in 1865, Hall gives us a rare description of Laffite 
and his manner.  

Another thing that interested me about Hall was that he seemed to be everywhere in early Texas 
history. With the exception of Philip Nolan and Champ d’Asile, Hall was a prominent figure in all Texas 
filibuster movements between 1812 and 1820. He was with Magee and Gutierrez at Rosillo in 1813. He 
was second in command in the Anaya expedition with Henry Perry. They later joined Xavier Mina and 
Louis Aury at Bolivar. Finally he was a top aid to Dr. Long at Fort Las Casas in 1819-1820.  

There were other things about Hall that kept my interest.  He was an amazing survivor. He was 
repeatedly put in dangerous situations but always made it out alive. He fought at Rosillo with Sam 
Kemper, but escaped the disastrous encounter with the Spanish at Medina, where the remaining 
filibusters were routed and slaughtered. He sailed with Perry to Bolivar in 1815, but was not part of a 
second voyage of reinforcements that shipwrecked at the opening to Galveston Bay and lost all supplies 
and nearly all souls on board. He sailed with Aury and Mina to Soto La Marina, but returned to 
Galveston with Aury, missing out on the defeat and demise of Mina and Perry at the hands of the 
Spanish.  And then, because of reasons I will address later, he abandoned the Long expedition in 1821, 
and missed out on Dr. Long’s ill-fated trip to La Bahia. 

Nothing much was written about Hall’s demeanor or his personality, but many traits become 
evident. He handled himself with respect and dignity. He had a tolerance toward opposing views and he 
had to be a superb pragmatist. He was a diplomat who rarely made an enemy of his adversaries. He 
seemed to be able to get along with everyone and was able to negotiate with dignity and compromise.  

The following is a chronology of the life of Warren D. C. Hall. Hall was born in North Carolina 
in 1788, son of Warren and Mary Sims Hall. He had an older brother George Braxton Hall who was one 
of the original 300 Texas settlers. In 1809, Hall moved to Natchitoches, Louisiana and was educated as a 
lawyer. In 1812, at the age of 24 he joined the Republican Army of the North, a filibuster movement 
under Augustus Magee and Gutierrez de Lara. Hall served as a Captain and fought at the battle of 
Rosillo in 1813. Because of a brutal massacre of Spanish prisoners of war by Mexican revolutionaries,  
Hall abandoned the expedition and returned to Louisiana in disgust.  Hall then joined a Louisiana 
volunteer army and marched toward New Orleans to help Andrew Jackson. In spite of failing to reach 
the front before the decisive Battle of New Orleans, he was awarded 160 acres of land in Rapides 
Parrish, Louisiana, near present day Alexandria.  
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A short time later in 1815, he joined Henry Perry in the Anaya movement, a filibuster attempt to 
win Texas from Spain by an invasion through Bolivar.  Hall was part of the first landing party of Perry’s 
men on the peninsula. Natural disaster befell this adventure including a shipwreck at Galveston Bay that 
resulted in the loss of all supplies and more than 60 men and women. Perry and Hall retreated to Perry’s 
Point near the Trinity River but later joined Xaviar Mina and Louis Aury back at Bolivar. In 1817, Hall 
sailed with these combined combatants to Soto de la Marina. Perry and Mina marched inland but Aury 
and Hall sailed back to Galveston. Mina and Perry never made it back alive.  

Returning to Alexandria, Hall next joined Dr. James Long at Natchitoches in yet again another 
attempt to take Texas. After initial success, Long was run out of East Texas by Spanish troops. He 
regrouped at Bolivar and named his garrison Fort Las Casas in 1819. Jean Laffite and his thriving 
commune of Campeche was only a few miles across the straits. With Long gone to Alexandria, New 
Orleans, and Natchez most of the time, Hall served as commander of the Fort. When Long returned, 
Hall was sent to these cities attempting to raise volunteers and money. Hall and Jean Laffite visited 
frequently. Laffite liked Warren Hall. He mistrusted James Long. By late 1820, Hall abandoned the 
Long expedition after transporting Jane Long, wife of the commander, from Alexandria to Calcasieu. 
There, Hall turned her care and further transportation over to Long’s men and returned to Alexandria.  

In 1821 Warren Hall married Julietta, a native of New York. He then became a planter and 
businessman in Rapides Parrish. I guess his heart wasn’t there because he and Julietta moved to 
Brazoria, Texas in 1828. This part of Texas was of course, under Mexican rule, and Hall pledged his 
loyalty to the Mexican government.  His brother George Braxton was there. During the Texas revolution 
Hall fought at the battle of Velasco, and was part of the standoff at Anahuac. He later served as 
temporary Secretary of War for the Republic of Texas. Along the way he helped John Wharton establish 
the first Masonic Lodge in Brazoria. By 1836, Hall was Justice of the Peace, had 17,000 acres under 
cultivation and owned 90 enslaved peoples. He bought his farm in China Grove in 1840, near present 
day Bonnie, Texas,  and cultivated cotton, cane, figs, and for some reason china berry trees. In 1852 Hall 
and Julietta moved to Galveston and somewhat retired. They built a home and lived 13 miles west of the 
city of Galveston in the area known then as Three Trees. The present day Steward Mansion on Steward 
Road is where he had his house.  Hall called it “Grapes Arbor” and had a ferry in service there, 
transporting materials and people from Galveston to Brazoria.  Warren Hall died in 1867 and was buried 
on Galveston Island. Julietta lived on at the home until her death in 1878.  

One of the significant things about Warren Hall is that he left us a description of Jean Laffite. 
When Hall befriended Laffite, his job was to lobby the corsair for supplies, ammunition and support 
before Laffite left the island in 1820. At one point Hall was down to ten men at the fort, and they where 
in need of food, building materials and ammunition.  There were many trips across the straits. Many of 
Hall’s men had abandoned him for the Laffite camp. Hall accompanied Jane Long to the famous dinner 
aboard Laffite’s vessel shortly before Laffite left. Mirabeau Lamar leaves us with Mrs. Long’s account 
of her encounter with the privateer. It was reported by more than one historian that indeed, Laffite left 
Hall considerable goods, especially buildings and timber. It is not mentioned but Hall had to have 
known James Campbell, Laffite’s top producing corsair. Campbell had the only wife among Laffite’s 
commune of 1000 men. Her name was Mary Crow Campbell.  James Campbell left with Laffite in the 
spring of 1820. Mary stayed behind, and was put up at Fort Las Casas under the command of Long and 
Hall, and even had her own house.  James Campbell was one of Laffite’s men that returned to 
Galveston. He and Mary’s only son was named Warren, after Warren D. C. Hall.    

Toward the end of his life in Galveston, Hall was interviewed by Colonel J S Thrasher. It was 
later published in the Galveston Directory in 1867. In this interview, he gives us his impression of our 
Jean Laffite. This is one of the few eyewitness descriptions of the pirate’s features and mannerisms.  
Hall tells Thrasher this about Laffite- “He found him one of the most prepossessing men he had ever 
met, both in personal appearance and address. He was six feet two inches high, and his figure one of 
remarkable symmetry, with feet and hands so small, compared to his large stature, as to attract attention.  
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In his deportment he was remarkably bland, dignified and sociable toward equals, though 
reserved and silent toward inferiors, or those under his command. He received visitors with an easy air 
of welcome and profuse hospitality. He wore no uniform but dressed fashionably, and was remarkably 
neat in his personal appearance. On board his vessel he usually wore a loose coat with nothing to 
distinguish him from his subordinates. He spoke English correctly, but with a marked French accent that 
at once indicated his nativity, though it perhaps imparted additional interest to his conversation. He 
possessed superior conversational powers, and entertained his guests with the rehearsal of many original 
and amusing anecdotes. He had a remarkable habit of closing one eye while in conversation, and 
keeping it closed so much, that many who had but a slight acquaintance with him, where firmly 
impressed with the belief that he had the use of but one eye.”  Many of us have used Hall’s description 
to form a mental picture of how the privateer looked and acted.  

In 1820 Hall abandoned the Long expedition. What made him do this? Historical accounts of it 
concern Dr. Long’s action in executing a young and popular Mexican revolutionary officer under his 
command by the name of Don Santiago Modella. Modella was a nephew of an influential co-conspirator 
of Long’s, Felix Trespalaceos. The mysterious “execution” of this young man angered many of the 
Mexican rebels and most probably led to Dr. Long’s demise in Mexico City. It also angered Warren 
Hall, who had accompanied Modella along with Mrs. Jane Long to Bolivar in November 1819. Hall had 
described Modella as a fine, young and accomplished officer.  

There could have been other reasons for Hall quitting. Hall had befriended the Native Americans 
at Bolivar. He spent his life treating Native Americans as friends. During his stay on Bolivar in 1815, he 
met with 60 Karankawas to explain why he and Perry were there. The Indians traveled to the peninsula 
in canoes. Long’s aggression against them by killing as many as he could in order to prepare his men for 
battle, must have rubbed Hall the wrong way. Another possible cause was the fact that Hall suffered 
from yellow fever during his last trip to New Orleans and Alexandria seeking reinforcements. Or, it 
could have been the fact that he had fallen in love with a young lady in Alexandria named Julietta. They 
were married in March, 1821. What ever it was, it ended the filibuster efforts of Warren Hall.   

There are other events in Warren Hall’s life that, though not historically significant, help us paint 
a picture of the man.  

Hall left us with a sort of topography report of Galveston in the early nineteenth century. He 
describes Deer Island in West Galveston Bay as completely under water at high tide when he first 
traveled there in 1815.  By 1850, Hall describes Deer Island as having 80 acres above the high tide. He 
called it “accretion”. Today there are 140 acres of dry land on the island at high tide. It looks like 
accretion is still at work.  

Hall was well acquainted with James Bowie and his brother Rezin Bowie. They all were from 
Rapides Parrish in Louisiana. Hall informed the brothers about the ability to buy enslaved peoples from 
the Laffite camp at a dollar a pound. Under a quirky law, they were able to turn them over to the 
authorities, collect a reward, and then repurchase them at a lower price. They then sold them on the open 
market for a considerable profit. The Bowie brothers were able to make thousands of dollars in this 
“slave laundering” scheme. The two brothers were originally volunteers in Long’s expedition but they 
bolted early on.  

Hall served as a second to William Austin in a duel with John Wharton in 1834, at Brazoria. Hall 
famously instructed Austin that he would have to get off the first shot because Wharton was a dead shot.  
As it turned out, Wharton was wounded in the hand but no one was killed.  

Warren Hall petitioned the court in Brazoria in 1837, to be granted tutorship of his six year old 
nephew, Walter Hall. Walter was the son of Hall’s brother George Braxton Hall who had died. In his 
petition he writes that since his brother’s death the mother had remarried, thus by law forfeiting any 
claim to the child. Well, he was a lawyer. Maybe that was the law at that time. Hall goes on to write that 
he had taken care of the boy most of the time anyway. He got the tutorship. What happened to Walter 
Hall I know not.  
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Warren Hall participated in slave ownership. He was a planter and ran an agricultural plantation. 
Ownership of enslaved peoples was part of that industry. In 1830, he owned 13. By 1840, the number 
had grown to 90. That seemed to be the peak, according to the census report. One story told by many 
first generation historians concerns an episode during the 1840’s, when Hall and his most trustworthy 
slave Tom were attacked at Hall’s residence by Mexicans intent upon murder and robbery.  The story 
goes that Tom help save Hall’s life by breaking legs off the kitchen chairs to use as weapons and drive 
the intruders away. Supposedly Hall left 100 acres of land on Galveston Island to Tom at his death. Tom 
went on to create a business there called Tom Hulbert’s Oyster Farm. I have not verified any of this.   

What of Hall’s financial position? There is no doubt that Hall spent most of his adult life with 
above average wealth. With 17,000 acres and 90 enslaved peoples in the 1840 census, he had 
considerable wealth. Hall sold his China Grove plantation to Sidney Johnston in 1843, and after that 
reportedly “speculated” in underdeveloped land near present day Genoa, close to Houston. This land 
was low lying and the speculation didn’t seem to work out. It was around this time that Warren and 
Julietta settled down in Galveston. He operated a ferry from near his home at Three Trees to Velesco 
and Brazoria. Julietta survived her husband by eleven years after his death in 1867. She continued to live 
at the homestead until her death. The 1870 census shows that she had boarders living with her at the 
time, a young man, his wife and their child. She later engaged in a sort of nineteenth century reverse 
mortgage with Marcus Mott. In return for the right to live there the rest of her life and receive income, 
Julietta signed over the place to Mr. Mott. Indeed the land and house later was known as the Mott place. 
Warren and Julietta had no children.  

As acting Secretary of War during the Texas Revolution while in Galveston, Warren Hall gave 
an infamous written order to his general in the field, Sam Houston. The order was dated 4/26/1836. In it, 
Hall gave Houston the choice of facing Santa Anna’s army or retreating to Galveston, the temporary 
home of the Texas Republic. He offered to coordinate a crossing to the island for Houston’s army. Hall 
had no way of knowing that Sam Houston had already defeated the Mexican army at San Jacinto a few 
days earlier.  

What about the D. C.? Warren DeWitt Clinton Hall was his full name. DeWitt Clinton (1769-
1828), was a popular Senator and Governor of New York. He was a chief enthusiast for the Erie Canal 
project. He also was a candidate for President of the U.S. Warren Hall’s parents must have been great 
fans of DeWitt Clinton.  

What did he look like? I have researched many sources in search of a portrait or a sketch of 
Warren Hall. It seems if any did exist, it is forever lost. He has been described as follows: He wore 
lavender trousers, a silk waistcoat, a frilled and fluted white shirt, and a Sam Houston hat. That’s kind of 
how I had him pictured as the planter from Brazoria. 

J.O. Dyer called Hall the father of Galveston history and said this about him- “We owe him 
much knowledge of events. He was a wonderful man, a pioneer, trader, lawyer, scholar, ethnologist, and 
Mason”. To that I would add pragmatic diplomat, filibuster, and Texas patriot.  

Warren D.C. Hall died of a stroke in his home at Three Trees in 1867. He is buried at the 
cemetery in Galveston at 40th street and Avenue K. A Texas historical marker is at his grave. Drop by 
and see it sometime. It’s not hard to find.  
 

Warren D.C. Hall- Timeline 
 
1788- Warren Dewitt Clinton Hall born in North Carolina, son of Warren and Mary Sims Hall 
               Age 
1809-      21    Hall moves to Louisiana and educated as a lawyer 
1812       24    Hall joins McGee-Gutierrze expedition 
 
1813       25    Battles of Rosillo, Alanzan, and Medina 
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1814       26    November-  Joins Louisiana volunteers and marches toward battle of New Orleans 
1815       27    Joins Anaya expedition with Henry Perry. Lands at Bolivar. 
1816       28    Perry and Hall join Mina and Aury 
1817       29   February- Soto La Marina. March- Jean Laffite arrives in Galveston 
1819      31   June- Hall joins James Long at Natchitoches, Louisiana 
                     August- Hall supposedly reaches agreement with Laffite for assistance 
                     November- Hall returns to Bolivar’s Fort Casas with Jane Long and Don Santiago Modella 
1820      32    Long battles Karankawa Indians after Laffite leaves Galveston in May.   
1821      33    Hall marries Julietta in Alexandria, Louisiana  
1828      40    Hall pledges oath to Mexico. Lives in Brazoria 
1830      42   Gets land grant in Brazoria 
1832      44   Hall fights at Battle of Velesco. Helps John Wharton organize the first Masonic Lodge in 

Brazoria 
1834      46   Assistant to William Austin in duel against Wharton 
1835      47   Hall is member of Committee of Safety in Brazoria. Helps evacuate area to Galveston 

ahead of the Mexican armies. 
1836      48   Serves as acting Secretary of War for Texas Republic. Serves as Justice of the Peace in 

Brazoria. 
1837      49    Appointed tutor to nephew Walter Hall 
1840      52    Hall buys China Grove plantation 
1842      54    Hall serves in military against the Woll expedition  
1843      55    Sells China Grove. Speculates on land  in Genoa, southeast  of Houston  
1852      64    Warren and Julietta move to Galveston Island 
1856      68    Land at Three Trees acquired by Hall as homestead 
1867      79    Hall dies in Galveston 
1870               Census shows Julietta at homestead with boarders, the Fosters 
1878               Death of Julietta Hall 
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Laffite Society Minutes 
Submitted by Carolyn Peterson 

Corresponding/Recording Secretary 
 

Tuesday, January 10, 2012   Meridian Retirement Center 
 
Board Members Present:  President Ed Jamison, FVP Jack Watson, SVP Kathy Modzelewski, TVP Ginny 
Roberts, Secretary Carolyn Peterson, Treasurer Jeff Modzelewski, Technology Director Rob Peterson, Editor Dan 
Cote, Publicity Director Dave Roberts, Archivist Larry Porter, Parliamentarian Diane Olson 
Board Members Absent:  Coordinator of Research Pam Keyes 
Advisory Board Present: Jean Epperson, Jeff Modzelewski, Kathy Modzelewski, Dale Olson 
Advisory Board Absent: Pam Keyes, Robert Vogel, Dr. Reginald Wilson 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:41PM.   President Ed Jamison welcomed visitors Nancy and Jimmy 
McGlathery, Lodie Massie, Maryanne Welford, Ethyl Lou, Daniel Olsen and Michael Woinio.  He then called 
attention to articles that had recently appeared in the Galveston Daily.  One covered this year's Banquet activities 
and the other was concerning travel to Cuba and the lifting of some of the restrictions.  A presentation on this 
subject will be held at a later date.  Ed also thanked the Society for the plaque he was presented at the Banquet.  
Lynette Haaga, Banquet Chair, was called up and she thanked her committee for all their help making it a very 
successful event.  She also had copies the king cake recipe from last year.  Ed thanked the Olsons for donating 
their location and Troy Schott for all the wonderful food he provided.  He also mentioned that he had talked with 
Steve Austin and Kathy Hitchcock and they were finalizing their move to Portland having sold their house here. 
 
Ed said that he had received an email from Natalie Wiest (archive librarian at Texas A&M) who says that the 
Society archives website is being developed. 
 
Ed spoke about the one day LSU symposium in Baton Rouge entitled “Louisiana Borderlands in The Neutral 
Zone: Redbones, Rascals, and The Camino Real” and said that it is an honor that three present and former 
members of the Society will be speakers.  The date is Saturday, March 3rd starting at 8:45AM - 3:30PM.  Helen 
Mooty was enlisted to be the organizer of the trip. 
 
Jack McCoy has invited us back to the Panama Hotel for Fat Tuesday.  Ed took a poll of the group and a good 
number were interested. 
   
Program Speaker – Jean Epperson  Topic –  The Stewart Mansion 
Program Speaker - Dave Roberts  Topic -   Coins Found on Mustang Island 
 
FVP Jack Watson briefly told about his first visit to the mansion describing it as a quality building with wonderful 
tile work on the exterior, but he never saw the interior.  Jean started her talk by saying Jack was a good boy for 
not entering, but she was not a good girl because she entered the mansion and was caught by a grounds keeper.  
She fibbed saying she was a historian with the Laffite Society and was allowed to stay.  In her presentation she 
describes the murals in the interior of the building and gives a short history of the house itself.  The house was 
built after August, 1926 by George Sealy Jr. who bought forty acres from the Mottexas Ranch making it a summer 
home for his family and calling it "Isla Ranch".  Jean said that the murals were originally painted in the 1930's.  
Macco Stewart Sr. acquired the house and land on October 19, 1933 to use as a resort home. She showed 
photographs of the restored murals (by Claudio Solano circa 1999) giving a description of each and some 
background on the original artists.  The identity of the person who originally copied the paintings onto the mansion 
walls is unknown.  In 1939 Macco Stewart Jr. inherited the house.  He remodeled and expanded it in the Spanish 
colonial revival style calling it "Stewart's Mansion".  After his death in 1950, the house changed owners many 
times and the house suffered deterioration during these times. Solano sent Jean the photographs she showed us 
this evening.  Unfortunately the murals have been defaced again.  The Sealy Stewart mansion and its murals are 
slated for demolition. A historical marker was installed in 1965, but incorrectly identifies it as the Maison Rouge 
and as the site of the Battle of Three Trees where Laffite (rather than Captain James Long) fought the Karankawa 
Indians. 
 
Questions:   
Who owns it now?  No one in the group seemed to have an answer, but some thought Marion Dusek could be the 

owner. 
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Can you tell us who originally painted the murals?  No, she cannot find out who it was. 
When was the Halloween party?  1999 
 
Do you think Stewart had anything to do with the marker placement?  Jean said she didn't think so. 
 
Jack Watson then brought Dave Roberts to the podium to show and talk about some interesting coins his mother 
had found on Mustang and Padre Islands when she was a child.  Dave said there have been shipwrecks up and 
down the Texas coasts providing collectors coins and other prizes to be found while walking the beaches.  Due to 
the fact that there were so many wrecks on these islands, tourist maps show "money hill" sites.  He said that his 
grandfather was the second commander in the Coast Guard at Mustang Island in 1885 and that having not much 
to do, his mother and her siblings explored the adjacent islands for entertainment.  Dave showed us some of her 
coins that had been mounted in shadow boxes.  The coins are Spanish and French mostly from the Laffite era, 
but they don't have anything to do with him.  The oldest coin was a French silver piece dated 1620.  As Press 
Director, Dave said that he sent an article about the Banquet that was printed the weekend before this meeting. 
 
Questions: 
How old would your mother be now?  She was born in 1884 and the coins were found in the 1890's. 
Is there a published list of historical shipwrecks?  Jean said that the Texas State Historic commission in Austin 

has 
a lot of data on shipwrecks. 

Where did you have the coins appraised?   Dave said he used a coin shop on Bourbon Street in the French 
Quarter. 

   
Miscellaneous 
Jack Watson thanked Helen Mooty, Larry Porter, Rob Peterson, Betty Connor, Cindy Vallar, Jean Epperson, Dale 
Olson, and Don Marler for presenting in the past year and said that he needs speakers for this year.  He also 
spoke about the new website that he is hoping will be finished in the next 4-6 weeks and encouraged all to visit 
the test website and give him suggestions regarding content by email at cherylgwatson@comcast.net or phone 
936-760-5279. 
 
Jan Porter thanked all who adopted a Red Kettle this year saying that the program raised $199,000 for the Red 
Cross.  She thanked Harry Forester for signing a letter to Craig Fertita, III that will hopefully generate a donation 
for the Center of Hope.  She said the new building will be opened toward the end of February and hoped all would 
come to the dedication. 
 
Tom Linton  talked about his book called "Parks in Galveston County" and asked for donations for its printing 
through a website set up by Texas A & M. 
 
Jeff Modzelewski gave a treasurer's report saying that the Banquet had netted $75 and about $115 worth of wine 
that was served this evening.  There is a total of $1871.98 in the bank and that yearly dues are now due.  The two 
large expenses that must be covered are the Chronicles that are coming out soon and the food and wine served 
at the meetings.  Jeff said that there were 56 people present and that $139 was donated, averaging near 
$2.00/person.  To break even, a donation of $5.00/person is needed.  He said he realized that some might not 
eat, but this was just a reminder. 
 
Ed mentioned the Ball High School Class Reunions for 1954, 1955, and 1956 being held on April 13 & 14. A 
senior seamanship training class for the Elissa was announced. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:38PM. 

Tuesday, February 14, 2012  Meridian Retirement Center 
 
Board Members Present:  President Ed Jamison, FVP Jack Watson, SVP Kathy Modzelewski, TVP Ginny 
Roberts, Secretary Carolyn Peterson, Treasurer Jeff Modzelewski, Technology Director Rob Peterson, Publicity 
Director Dave Roberts, Archivist Larry Porter, Parliamentarian Diane Olson 
Board Members Absent:  Coordinator of Research Pam Keyes, Editor Dan Cote 
Advisory Board Present: Jean Epperson, Jeff Modzelewski, Kathy Modzelewski, Dale Olson 
Advisory Board Absent: Pam Keyes, Robert Vogel, Dr. Reginald Wilson 
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The meeting was called to order at 6:32PM by President Ed Jamison and then the meeting went directly into the 
program section.  FVP Jack Watson was called on to introduce the evening's presentations. 
   
Program Speaker – Casey Edward Greene Topic –  Rosenberg Library-Galveston's Treasure 
                                                                                    
Casey is currently in charge of the Galveston and Texas History Center at the Museum and is the head of Special 
Collections at the Rosenberg Library since 1994. He has been at the Library since 1984.  
 
His presentation was in three parts: some history of the Rosenberg Library, the types of material collected in the 
Galveston and Texas History Center, and a presentation on the Laffite Collection at the Library 
 
The library is named for Henry Rosenberg (a Swiss immigrant) who came from New Orleans in 1843 and worked 
in the wholesale business and later made his fortune in banking.  He and his two wives died childless so his 
estate left quite a bit of money to the benefit of Galveston.  His will left funds to establish the Texas Heroes 
monument on 25th Street and Broadway ($50,000), the Rosenberg fountains, and the rest of the estate to 
establish a library for the people (as a cultural center).  It opened in 1904 descending from first public library in the 
state of Texas,  the Galveston Mercantile Library founded 1870.  Casey showed some pictures of the library in 
1905 and then current photos, explaining at what time various wings were added to the existing structure.  He 
showed photographs taken of the damage caused by Hurricane Ike and said that most of the damage had been 
repaired and that the library has recovered. 
 
The Galveston and Texas History Center is the smallest of the top four Texas history collections in the US, and it 
is widely known.  Casey mentioned many countries who have sent researchers to the Center and that it is 
particularly noted for its 1900 Storm collection.  He said they have an extensive manuscript collection from David 
G. Burnett, Stephen F. Austin, Sam Houston, and several others.  There is also a set of several thousand maps 
with about 400 being digitized thanks to Carol Wood.  Casey showed a map by Le Harpe (1721) which is the 
earliest known survey of Galveston Bay. 
  
The Laffite Collection: He commented on the many variations of the spelling of Laffite's last name and that there 
are no definite birth or death dates known for him.  Casey then showed a portrait of Laffite that now hangs in the 
Fox Room at the Library and told about the supposed discovery of it during excavation for the foundation of the 
new Sealy home at 24th to 25th and Broadway.  He then showed several other Laffite portraits that are at the 
Library.  There are also Laffite family records (Bible records), but their authenticity is in question and said to use 
these at your own risk.  He projected the original 1845 plat of Galveston by William Sandusky showing Laffite's 
fort in a different location than the historical marker that we all know.  He then showed a picture of the ruins of the 
Maison Rouge and Laffite's Grove and a map showing where it was located.  He presented several other old 
newspaper accounts and letters written to and from Laffite as a general illustration of what the collection holds. 
 
Questions:   
In the Laffite family history you said they were replicas, where are the originals?  Casey said to take the history 
records with a grain of salt.  It is hard to trace the originals. 
What about the J.O. Dyer collection?  These are not original manuscripts, only copies of his writings -  no 
footnotes or sources given. 
 
During the break Ed Jamison welcomed back Dale Olson after his knee replacements.  He asked Treasurer Jeff 
Modzelewski to give a brief tutorial regarding accessing the Yahoo site.  Jeff said that instructions were on the 
bottom of the Editor's Page in the Chronicles and if anyone has problems, send him an email (email address is 
located on the same page).  Jeff said that there is $2500 in the bank after tonight's expenses including the dinner 
Ginny Roberts provided, the Spec's bill, and the printing of the Chronicles.  Ed thanked Linda Kuhn for the work 
she did on archive agreement with TAMUG.  Happy Birthdays were given to Dorothy MacDonald Karilanovic and 
Reginald Wilson. 
 
Jack Watson announced changes in the coming months' programs. Hewitt Clarke will speak in March on Philip 

Nolan and Armin Cantini will speak on his visit to Cuba in April.  
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Larry Porter recapped the TAMUG agreement to house our archive.  All this information is going to have to be 
sorted and digitized, if possible.  He introduced Dawn Letson who is the archivist that has agreed to help the 
Society in this endeavor. 
    
Program Speaker - Dawn Letson  Topic - How to Organize the Society's Archive 
 
Dawn is in Galveston working on the University archives, but she said Laffite archives are a lot more fun - and a 
big mess.  She said that the information will be divided in three groups for easier organization:  the Laffite Study 
Group, the Laffite Society, and other research.  Dawn is hoping to have a group come to TAMUG to help sort 
folders before she leaves on March 22.  She has already learned a lot on the subject.  The digitized Laffite Study 
Group and Chronicles are now accessible through the Texas Digital Library System. 
   
Miscellaneous 
 
Ed talked about Mardi Gras giving the time and place being the Panama Hotel Condos hosted by Jack McCoy.  
He welcomed new member Lodi Massey and Tommy Leatherwood.  Ed reminded the group about the 
symposium in Baton Rouge on March 3 saying that at least a dozen members have signed up to attend. 
 
Compliments were given Ginny Roberts for the red beans and rice and to the others who contributed food. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:46PM. 
Tuesday, March 13, 2012   Meridian Retirement Center 
 
Board Members Present:  President Ed Jamison, FVP Jack Watson, SVP Kathy Modzelewski, Secretary 
Carolyn Peterson, Treasurer Jeff Modzelewski, Technology Director Rob Peterson, Archivist Larry Porter 
Board Members Absent:  Coordinator of Research Pam Keyes, Editor Dan Cote, TVP Ginny Roberts, Publicity 
Director Dave Roberts, Parliamentarian Diane Olson 
Advisory Board Present: Jean Epperson, Jeff Modzelewski, Kathy Modzelewski, Robert Vogel 
Advisory Board Absent: Pam Keyes, Dr. Reginald Wilson, Dale Olson 
   
 
President Ed Jamison called the meeting to order at 6:35PM and then asked everyone's opinion on the outcome 
of the Bachelor TV show.  After a lively discussion he proceeded to give his explanation for not making the 
Louisiana Symposium in Baton Rouge the previous weekend by blaming the cat.  Due to Ed's being careless with 
his elbow, the cat retaliated by biting him and sending him to the hospital overnight with blood poisoning.  Now 
who really believes this one? 
 
Ed welcomed Natalie Wiest and Dawn Letson, archivists at Texas A&M.  He then welcomed Robert and Kathy 
Vogel the meeting saying that Robert was instrumental in the formation of the Laffite Study Group.  Robert is a 
well known Laffite scholar. 
 
Ed invited Helen Mooty to the podium to give a brief report on the Symposium .  She said it was great fun and 
very informative about topics such as the Neutral Ground and the French influence on the area.  Member Don 
Marler spoke about the Red Bones as a specific group with the distinction of having six fingers and toes.  Dale 
Olson spoke about Laffite and the “neutral” years, the time between the battle of New Orleans and his arrival in 
Galveston.  The final talk was the retelling of folklore concerning the outlaws that inhabited the area and hair 
raising stories about travel in the Atakapas during the early 1800s. 
 
Jan Porter talked about the dedication of the new Salvation Army facility on April 4th at 2:00 with reception and 
tours following it.  She offered invitations to all who were interested in attending the ceremony.  As a fundraiser 
there will be a style show and luncheon at the Davidson Ballroom across from the Tremont Hotel on April 11.   
 
The annual event for the SS Selma is being held on May 12 and Ed will have more information next month. 
   
Program Speaker –  Hewitt Clarke   Topic –  Philip Nolan, The first Texas Filibuster 
             
 
Jack Watson introduced Hewitt Clarke saying that he was a personal friend who was raised in Meridian, MS.   
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Hewitt was a Army intelligence officer in the Far East and after that had a successful career in the insurance  
industry, settling down in the Woodlands.  He is involved in many organizations such as the Texas Heritage  
Society, the Texas Navy, and the Granbury Texas Brigade - Sons of Confederate Veterans to name a few. 
 
Hewitt began his presentation by saying that a student introduced him to Nolan when she told him she had 

Nolan's  
headstone.  At this point he had no idea who Phillip Nolan was.  He said that Nolan was raised in General James 
Wilkerson's household and later worked for him as secretary and bookkeeper.  He also said that he believed that  
Wilkerson was a double agent for Spain and that this intrigue influenced Nolan in his own activities.  Wilkerson  
along with Burr were tried for treason in later years.  Nolan made at least three trips into Texas, all probably 

illegal,  
and came back with horses for sale.  His last trip was disastrous since the Spanish heard of his expedition and  
soldiers were sent to arrest him and his men..  Nolan and his men were surrounded and unwilling to surrender. 

He  
and several others were killed in a gun battle and the rest surrendered when their leader was killed.  Hewitt then  
spoke about another Philip Nolan who is a fictional character In a book called "A Man Without A Country & Other  
Tales".  This has caused a great deal of confusion between the historical person and the fictional Philip Nolan. 
 
Hewitt also mentioned a book that he is currently writing called "Money and Blood".  Its subject is the black market 
adoption scheme orchestrated by Georgia Tann and her partner, a judge, in Memphis, TN from the 1920s until 
1950.  It is believed over 2000 children were illegally separated from their parents.  Georgia Tann was Jack 
Watson's grandmother 
    
Miscellaneous 
Ed said that there is a need for volunteers to help Dawn Letson and Dorothy Karilanovic classify the archives and 
electronically copy them.   Please let Larry Porter or Dorothy know if you can give some of your time on this 
project. 
 
Ed thanked Lynette for taking over for Ginny Roberts this evening and providing another delicious meal.  Bill 
Haaga was gracious enough to cover the bar tending duties for Ed Connor.  Kudos were given  to others who 
contributed to the meal:  Jane Rushing, Lodi Massey, Ann Forester, Helen Mooty, and Carolyn Peterson. 
 
Next month's program will presented by Armin Cantini and the topic will be his recent travels to Cuba. 
   
The meeting was adjourned at 7:50PM. 

Tuesday, April 10, 2012   Meridian Retirement Center 
 
Board Members Present:  President Ed Jamison, FVP Jack Watson, SVP Kathy Modzelewski, Secretary 
Carolyn Peterson, Treasurer Jeff Modzelewski, Technology Director Rob Peterson, Archivist Larry Porter, 
Parliamentarian Diane Olson 
Board Members Absent:  Coordinator of Research Pam Keyes, Editor Dan Cote, TVP Ginny Roberts, Publicity 
Director Dave Roberts 
Advisory Board Present: Jean Epperson, Jeff Modzelewski, Kathy Modzelewski, Dale Olson  
Advisory Board Absent: Pam Keyes, Dr. Reginald Wilson, Robert Vogel 
   
 
President Ed Jamison called the meeting to order at 6:33PM by welcoming this evening's visitors:  Ann Boyd (a 
volunteer with Dickens on the Strand (Queen Victoria), Kathryn Taubert (Dorothy Karilanovic's sister),  Brenda 
Silverstein, Rita Wichlep, Shirley and Bill Foster, Sara Rushing Davis (daughter of Jane Rushing), George Lee, 
Carol Wood along Bob Feld, Tom Linton, Jessica De Julio, and Anja Schulze from A&M. 
 
Jim Saye announced that the SS Selma party is being held May 12 at the Edward T. Austin House with a 
visitation from Jane Long herself.  For an invitation, please give Jim your address. 
 
Tom Linton said his paper "Theodosia's Ears" has been accepted at the conference of the Naval Archeological 
Society at Texas A&M-Galveston on April 29th. 
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Program Speaker –  Armin Cantini   Topic –  Travel to Cuba   
 
Ed introduced Armin Cantini saying that he is a Galveston area native and product of Texas schools.  He has 
served as president or board member of many businesses, arts/cultural groups, and charitable foundations. 
 
Armin began his talk by saying how lucky he feels to be able to travel and experience the food, culture, 
architecture, customs, and the political structure of different places.  He spoke about two of his trips made last 
year - both to communist countries.  This first was to Tomsk, Russia where he found a depressing looking city of 
old Russian buildings with a older population seemingly exuding the same depressed attitude - no smiles or 
returned hand waves to strangers.  They may have a lot more freedom now, but they can't spend or eat freedom.  
The area suffers from a lack of jobs and at least they had jobs before the breakup of the Soviet Union. 
 
His other trip was to Cuba.  Armin said that he has been surprised by the fascination expressed when he talks 
about his travels to this destination.  He said that Cuba is only 90 miles off the coast of the US, but has been like 
forbidden fruit to us.  In the early 1890's the US granted Cuba its independence.  Cuba is one of only a few 
countries who have cast off three imperial powers from its shores - Spain, the United States, and the Soviet 
Union.  Armin said that our view of Cuba has mainly been shaped by politics as we remember the Bay of Pigs and 
the Cuban missile crisis.  Due to Cuba turning to communism and its ensuing isolationism, Cuba's culture remains 
something of a mystery to most Americans.  When Fidel and his cohorts initially attempted the overthrow of the 
Batista regime, our government wished them well until it became a communist society and then relations soured. 
After Castro took control, our CIA instilled fear in Cuban families and they flew out 14000 children to the US 
hoping to be eventually reunited once Castro had fallen.  But this did not happen and for 50 years there has been 
a travel embargo in place supported by a strong Cuban-American lobby who contend that the lifting the embargo 
would be tacit support for Castro's regime.   
 
The US government does not allow tourism to Cuba, but has opened channels allowing visitation through a 
program called People to People Exchange. This is regulated by the US Office of Foreign Assets and the 
Department of Treasury while the Cuban Government controls daily access.  Travel though this program is 
sanctioned either for educational or humanitarian purposes.  Armin said that Cuba is on the brink of change 
making cautious overtures to capitalism with the advent of limited private enterprise.  Cubans are now able to buy 
and sell cars and houses for the first time in nearly six decades.  This change is patterned after the Chinese 
example of a market economy while still under a communist political system.  Cuba finally understands that 
communism is a failed economic model and that capitalism works.  The big question is who will succeed the 
Castro brothers?  There appears to be no stand out for the role of leader and it appears no political change is in 
Cuba's future. 
 
Armin spoke of old Havana's architecture saying that most of it had escaped urban renewal introduced by the 
Russians (ugly Soviet slab apartments).  The city is losing about three buildings a day as they become 
uninhabitable because the owners just don't have the funds for their upkeep.  An average Cuban makes about 
$20 per month.  Many now flock to tourism jobs because they are paid with hard currency from visitors.  The 
people are issued ration cards for food which isn't enough to feed a family so they must supplement by spending 
from their meager salaries.  He found the people very friendly and engaging.  Armin is very impressed with their 
resilience and inventiveness as demonstrated by their ability to preserve antique American cars for over half a 
century.  He said that Cuba before the revolution was a very important and cosmopolitan country with fine 
universities and churches due to its sugar industry.  During Prohibition, it became the playground for wealthy 
Americans.  In closing he said that Cuba is ripe for development and is a country in transition. 
 
Questions: 
How difficult it is to travel to Cuba and what was the cost?  Unless you go with a group like Armin did, you have to 

go back and forth through another country like Mexico where your passport will not be stamped?  His trip 
was $4200.00 from Miami. 

Is English commonly spoken?  Yes. 
How were the accommodations?  Armin said his were quite acceptable, probably 3-4 stars, but not in the Trinidad 

section. 
What is the official stance on religion?  There were people in the churches although he never found a synagogue. 
Do they still like baseball?  Yes, they still play.  Jeff told the group that Fidel was almost a major league player  

himself. 
What about art galleries, artists, and music?  Armin said that he was never able to see or photograph the interior  
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architectural spaces he wanted to see. Regarding artists he said  some in his group bought pieces 
ranging  

from $400-$1200 (keep in mind what the average worker makes per month).  Some artists have 
representation in the US and they travel more freely than the rest of the populace.  It appears that artists 

as  
a whole are doing quite well.  His group went to the old country club on the far west end of the Island 
which is now the University for Arts Education.  He also said that music was everywhere. 

Is this the location of the Morro Castle?  Some members thought it was only in San Juan, PR. 
My Note:  The Havana harbor is protected by the Morro Castle. It shares the name with castles in  
Santiago, Cuba and San Juan, P.R. 

Would this Houston Seminar group be interested in taking a research group from Texas A&M?  Armin said he 
didn't  

know, but would give the questioner some names to contact. 
What about the food, drink, and cigars?  He said the food was very good, but the group did not often dine where 
the  

average Cuban did which he would have enjoyed.  He said that he was a wimp and did not try bringing  
back any cigars. 

Regarding the Pope's visit, would the Pontiff be considered safer in Mexico or Cuba?  Armin believes that the 
Pope  

was most definitely safer in Cuba. 
   
Miscellaneous 
 
Jack Watson said that Dan Cote is publishing the next Chronicles in August. Articles to be included need to be 
submitted by mid July.  Next month Jack Watson will speak on Warren D. C. Hall. In June, Sheldon Kendall will 
speak on “prehistory”.  Betty Connor will present "Women Pirates" in September. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:27PM. 
Tuesday, May 08, 2012    Meridian Retirement Center 
 
Board Members Present:  President Ed Jamison, FVP Jack Watson, TVP Ginny Roberts Secretary,  Carolyn 
Peterson,  Technology Director Rob Peterson, Archivist Larry Porter, 
Publicity Director Dave Roberts 
Board Members Absent:  Coordinator of Research Pam Keyes, Editor Dan Cote, SVP Kathy Modzelewski, 
Treasurer Jeff Modzelewski Publicity, Parliamentarian Diane Olson 
Advisory Board Present: Jean Epperson  
Advisory Board Absent: Pam Keyes, Dr. Reginald Wilson, Robert Vogel, Jeff Modzelewski, Kathy Modzelewski, 
Dale Olson 
 
President Ed Jamison called the meeting to order at 6:32PM.  He began by welcoming guests:  Sandy and Steve 
Russell (Sandy is the g-g-g grandniece of the subject of this eve's presentation), Jane Findley, Bob Feld, and 
Carol Wood -a new member as of this evening.  At this point Jim Saye remarked that Carol stayed in the 
Rosenberg Library during Ike to protect the archives.  Jim also announced the plans for the SS Selma party to be 
held the next Saturday.  Ed mentioned that Dorothy Karilanovic had a stash of Treasure Hunter magazine from 
the 1990's, but Jean Epperson had just spoken for the bunch.  Jean said anyone can look at them before the 
evening was over.  The nomination list for the Board of Directors was made available and the election will be held 
during next month's meeting.  Nominations will be accepted from the floor at election time. 
    
Program Speaker –  Jack Watson Topic –  Warren D. J. Hall 
 
Jack began his presentation by saying that there is only fragmentary information on Warren Hall.  Historians that 
came one generation behind Hall mention him, but really don't concentrate on his life.  There are several things 
that piqued Jack's interest in Hall, the first being his friendship with Laffite 1819-1820.  During this time Hall was 
second in command on Bolivar under James Long and was one of Long's fundraisers for the filibuster movement.  
Since Laffite was right across Bolivar Straights, Hall got to know Laffite very well.  It is reported that they visited 
each other almost daily. In 1867 Hall gave a description of Laffite to J.S. Thrasher of the Galveston Directory 
saying that he (Laffite) was the most possessing man in personal appearance and address, that he was 6ft 2in 
tall, had a very symmetrical body, hands so small compared to his stature that it would draw attention, was quiet  
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but friendly, very neat in his appearance, spoke English correctly but with a distinct French accent, and was a 
good conversationalist. 
A second point of interest was that Hall seemed to be mentioned everywhere in Texas history between 1812-
1820, one exception being Champs D' Isle.  He was part of most all the major filibuster movements, but never led 
any of them.  Hall appeared to have a charmed life since he survived so many battles and other events that took 
many other lives -- for example, the Battle of Medina in 1813 and the hurricane of 1815 that hit Bolivar 
 
What were Hall's personal traits?  He was described as being dignified, tolerant of other views, a pragmatic 
diplomat, and rarely offended his adversaries in negotiations, winning their respect. 
 
Jack gave a brief chronology of Hall's life beginning with his birth in 1788 in North Carolina.  In 1809 he moved to 
Louisiana where he was educated as a lawyer.  Between 1812 and 1813 he is involved in a filibuster movement.  
In 1814 he joins up with Louisiana volunteers to fight in the Battle of New Orleans, but they were too late - by 
about a month.  In 1815 he joins Anaya and Perry on Bolivar.  The next year Perry and Hall join Mina and Aury in 
Mexico.  Mina was killed and Aury and Hall return to Galveston to find Laffite in control in 1817.  In 1819 Hall joins 
James Long's expedition and later supposedly comes to an agreement with Laffite for his support.  Later that year 
Hall escorts Jane Long to dinner on Laffite's vessel and her impressions were recorded in Maribeau B. Lamar's 
papers.  In 1821 Hall returns to Alexandria, Louisiana to marry Julietta (a native of New York).  By 1828 the 
couple had settled in Brazoria county in Texas.  Hall had pledged allegiance to Mexico and became a planter, 
later receiving a land grant from Mexico.  In 1832 he in fought in the Battle of Velesco and in that same year 
helped John Wharton organize the first Masonic Lodge in Brazoria.  In 1835 Hall assisted in the evacuation of 
families to Galveston ahead of the Mexican armies and in 1836 he acted as Secretary of War for the Texas 
Republic.  After the war Hall served as Justice of the Peace for Brazoria county.  In 1840 he bought China Grove 
plantation two miles south of Rosharon and sold it in 1843.  In 1852 he and his wife moved to Galveston and in 
1856 they bought property at Three Trees which later became the site of the Stewart mansion.  Warren Hall died 
in 1867 and Julietta in 1878.  Warren Hall's grave is at 40th Street and Avenue K in Galveston. 
 
Questions: 
What does the D.C. stand for?  Dewitt Clinton 
How did he meet Jullietta?  He had been courting her for awhile.  Jack thinks she was an 

immigrant from the North East. 
What was Hall's heritage?  Probably Scottish or English - not sure 
Who was J.S. Thrasher?  He was a writer and his interview with Hall was published in the 

Galveston Directory in 1867.   
Which did Hall spend the most time in - Natchitoches or Alexandria?  Jack says isn't sure, but 

only that Hall shows up in Natchitoches at 21 years old and then leaves to join the 
filibusters. 

There is a Walter Hall park in League City - any relation?  Jack doesn't know, and said he had 
been on some dead ends because of the Hall name. 

   
Miscellaneous 
 
Ed thanked all for the food contributions last month:  Diane Olson, Marge Dersheimer, Helen Mooty, Betty 
Connor, and Carolyn Peterson.  He then reviewed the nominee list for the Board of Directors for the upcoming 
elections. 
 
Ed also thanked Bill Haaga for pouring in Ed Connor's absence.  He reminded everyone again about the Selma 
party.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:42PM. 
Tuesday, June 12, 2012   Meridian Retirement Center 
 
Board Members Present:  President Ed Jamison, FVP Jack Watson, SVP Kathy Modzelewski, TVP Ginny 
Roberts Secretary,  Carolyn Peterson,  Technology Director Rob Peterson, Archivist Larry Porter, Treasurer Jeff 
Modzelewski, Parliamentarian Diane Olson. Publicity Director Dave Roberts 
Board Members Absent:  Coordinator of Research Pam Keyes, Editor Dan Cote 
Advisory Board Present: Jean Epperson, Jeff Modzelewski, Kathy Modzelewski, Dale Olson 
Advisory Board Absent: Pam Keyes, Dr. Reginald Wilson, Robert Vogel 
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President Ed Jamison called the meeting to order at 6:31PM.  He welcomed the following visitors:  Kendall 
Bodoin, Barbara Arnold, and Lynne Overbay. 
 
Dorothy Karolanvic asked the group to consider volunteering to help with the Society's archive project with A&M.  
This will entail a training meeting with her and Natalie Wiest, then volunteers will be able to work from home.  The 
only requirement is accurate typing skills.  Please contact Dorothy if you are interesting in helping.  Ed mentioned 
that Dorothy is the candidate for archivist. 
    
Program Speaker – Sheldon Kindall  Topic – Archeology of the Galveston Area 
 
Jack Watson introduced Sheldon as an archeologist with special interest in the Galveston Bay area, but Sheldon 
countered that he was really a physicist who practiced archeology.  Jean Epperson described him as avocational 
archeologist and an archeological steward with the state of Texas. 
 
The main focus of his talk was the Clovis people that occupied the area approximately 13000 years ago.  He finds 
their origins and demise most interesting.  His first slide was a list of points (spear tips) associated with different 
groups and their timelines in the area.  He said that east Galveston was a hot spot for the early peoples and that 
the Clovis had a village about 20 miles from here.  At that time Galveston was not a island, but a coastal plain and 
the Gulf was much farther to the South.  Dennis Stanford, an expert on the Clovis people, has come up with a 
new explanation for their origins.  Up until this time it was believed that all American Indian peoples came from 
Asia over the Bering land bridge because all shared certain anatomical features.  Also, the Clovis produced a type 
of spear head that is difficult to reproduce and Stanford went to Asia trying to locate the same type of point that 
might indicate the progenitors of the Clovis people, but didn't find it there.  Instead the point has been found in two 
places, in North America and France.  Stanford proposes that they may have come earlier than previously 
believed - about 22000 years ago - across the Atlantic over an ice bridge and settled the East Coast first.  Their 
numbers were never large - about 4000 people.  The two places in Texas where these people settled are the 
Aubrey site just outside of Dallas and the Gault site 30 miles north of Austin. 
 
Sheldon showed a slide of a Clovis point and explained its uniqueness and beauty. He then 
showed a painting from France and surmised that this is what the Clovis people may have 
looked like.  He said that the Clovis may be a small part of the Solutrean people known from 
the Lascaux region of France that has caves with wall paintings attributed to these early 
people.  Sheldon said that the Clovis/Solutrean peoples are probably known as Cro-Magnon. 
 
Sheldon then posed the question of "What happened to the Clovis?".  He showed a picture 
from Arizona of what he called a "black mat" saying that this layer is found all over North America. Below this 
layer is evidence of the Clovis, but above there is none.  Something really disastrous 
happened since many large animals of that period disappeared along with people.  He said 
that this layer contains small hexagonal diamonds which are components of meteors and 
comets.  Sheldon referenced Allen West (another physicist)  for first recognizing the 
significance of the black mat and that it contained burnt vegetation.  It also contains iridium, 
not common on the Earth's surface. The iridium level was three times background, also 
suggesting the possibility that a meteor or comet was involved.  There have been several 
documented events causing this type of destruction.  The image at the right shows what 
the Clovis might have looked like. 
 
Questions: 
Is there a Karankawa burial site on Jamaica Beach?  Sheldon said that  he didn't know for certain, but that there 

is evidence showing that they were here in the area. 
Were artifacts found at these sites and what happened to them?  There were bones found and a mummified 
infant,  

but he doesn't know what happened to these items. 
In regards to the black mat, does anyone have a clue as to where this meteor event took place?    Sheldon said 

he didn't think the meteor hit the ground because the iridium level is much lower than known meteor 
strikes that have levels 15 to 20 times higher that this.  He surmises that it came in at a low angle, 
whizzed across the country, then reentered space.  He said that the distribution range of the black mat is 
now under study. 

What is the strangest excavation that you alluded to?  A UH grad student was assigned to the excavation of the 
Darrow House for her dissertation and Sheldon was involved in the work.  No one really wanted to find 
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anything significant because that would just complicate the process, but alas, some jewelry was found. 
Much discussion arose about what to do with it, but luckily the student dropped out of the program.  The 
jewelry was buried back in one of the pits.  Problem solved!! 

What about the artifacts found during the 1984 excavation of the Maison Rouge?  A lot of it was modern garbage 
because wells and privies were used as dumping spots.  He said he never found anything directly related 
to Laffite although some of the finds like ceramics were from the Laffite time period. 

What ever happened to the beautiful Majolica plate found there?  It was given to a UH grad student for study and 
she wouldn't return it. 

   
Miscellaneous 
Ed thanked Lynette and Ginny for providing another great meal along with other food contributions from Ann 
Forester and Carolyn Peterson.  A special thanks to our bartender, Ed Connor, for doing another great job!!! 
 
Treasurer Jeff Modzelewski gave a brief update on the Society's finances saying that there is about $2300 in the 
account.  He said that the Chronicles would be coming out in August costing about $550 for printing and mailing.  
Jeff reminded the group that we are dependent on our dues and monetary donations and added that a donation of 
$5 per person was suggested for participation in the food and drink at meetings.   
 
Election Results 
Cindy Vallar was nominated for the Editor position, but Dan Cote (present editor) with the rest of the slate of 
officers were re-elected.  The only change was that Dorothy Karolanovic will now step into the archivist position 
vacated by Larry Porter since he is the new President.  
 
Larry thanked Ed Jamison for all his work done on behalf of the Society and all were asked to join in a toast to Ed 
during which part of "The Corsair" was recited by Jeff. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:45PM. 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-21- 


