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<?>onttOversy CMQrked
1958 "GJluccane.e~" Pilot.

From the New Orleans Times-Picayune
Dec. 13, 1958 issue, "History Takes
Real Walloping in Latest Version of
'8uccaneer'" by Pie Dufour:

History takes an awful beating,
al I done up in VistaVision and Techni
color, in Cecil B. DeMil Ie's "The
Buccaneer," now playing at the Saenger.

The picture is visual proof that Mr.
Anony-;iCus was right when he sa id that
"history was something that didn't
take place written by a man who wasn't
there."

Because, historically speaking,
Jean Lafitte was not there on Jan. 8,
When Andrew Jackson whipped the Brif ish
at Chalmette. But he's there in the
DeMil Ie version of the Battle of New
Orleans and virtually saves the day
for Old Hickory.

It may be argued that DeMil Ie-or
Henry Wilcoxon, who is the actual
producer of the film-v,as dealing with
a romance and a legend and that he
should be allowed some freedom in the
development of his picture.

Admittedly, if Mr. DeMille wished
to take Jean Lafitte and weave things
he might have done into the story, that
would have been perfectly legitimate if
there was no direct and positive evi
dence that he didn't do these specific
things.

But when Mr. DeMil Ie invents mar
riageable Baughters for Governor William
C.C. Claiborne and actually has one of
them, Annette, falling in love with and
becoming engaged to Jean Lafitte, one
must say, as Claiborne would have been
expected to say, "No, no, Annette!" But

Mr. DeMil Ie's Claiborne gave his bles,ing
to this impossible match.

Shortly after Claiborne came to
Louisiana in 1803, his young wife, Eliz~

Lewis, and infant daughter died of yella\
fever. Claiborne married a second time in
1806, his bride being Clarissa Duralde,
~ho died two years later, leaving an
infant boy, W.C.C. Claiborne II. ~e was
the progenitor of the Claiborne family
in I'\ev' Orleans today.

In 1812, Claiborne took a third wife,
B Spanish lady named Bosque. Two chi Idren
came from the union. One of these being
Charles Cole, who died without issue, and
the other was Sophron;'a, who would have
been, at the most, a year old at the time
of the Battle of N"" Orleans.

And yet, vi ewers of "The Buccaneer"
are told_and see it with their very eyes_
that Gov. Claiborne at one and the same
time in 1B14 had two marriageable
daughters.

As for the presentation of Gov.
Claiborne himself, he was made to be a
gray-hair~d, moustached individual,
apparently In his late fifties or seely
sixties. As a matter of f~ct, Claibcrre
was clean-shaved, had sparse dark hair
and was 39 years old when the British
threatened New Orleans. And he died at 42.

Jean Lafitte, according to the
DeMi lie picture, I ived in a spendor at
Barataria that would have shamed an orien
tal potentate. It was, as far as I was
concerned, Hoi Iywood over-statement at its
most extravagant. In the scene in Which
the British Capt. Lockyear offers Lafitte
$30,000 and a captain's rank in the
British navy to show the British the back

(Cont. on Page 31
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Dear Friends of the Laffite Study Group:

~rowth Co~trieted

If <Dues Not GPaid

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

Howe I Is and "The Houma
Indians and Jean Laffite"
by Janel Curry ••• $2.50

1982 No.6, with "The
Short life of Dominique
You" by Lionel Bienvenu
and "The Famous La f fit es
at Galveston" by Charles
Gayarre •••• $5.

1978 No.4, with "FII i
busters on the Lower
Tr init y" by John V.
Clay ••••• $2.50.

1977 No.3, wit h "Rena
to Beluche" by Jane De
Grummond and "Se Iect ions
from the Laffite Book"
by Vogel ••••• $8.75

This spring wll I mark the beginning of the Lafflte Study
Group's ninth year. Once again, we find ourselves presented
with a challenge. Membership in the study group appears to
have stabilized and our publications (the Newsletter and the
Life and Times of Jean Lafflte) enjoy a growing circulation.
Nevertheless, we are concerned for the future of our organi
zation.

The most serious 'Pr,?blem facing the LSG In 1983 Is finan
cial: where wil I we go for funding? As you are well aware, the
Lafflte Study Group is wholly dependent upon membership dues,
subscriptions and gifts for Its operating funds. We have worked
hard to publish the Newsletter regularly and within our bUdget.

Quite simply, not enough LSG members are paying their dues
on time. Memberships are avai lable for $10 (regular), $20 (sus
taining) and $200 (life) and run for the calendar year. If
everyone who paid their dues in 1979-82 sent in a check for
$10 to cover 1983, we would probably break even at year-end.
Presently, less than one fifth of the membership contributes
more than $6.

On behalf of the 80ard and the Editors, I would like to
challenge those of you who receive and appreciate the LSG
Newsletter and LTJL to bring your membership up-to-date. We
need your help! Those of you who were with us from the beginning:
we need sustaining and life members, if the Laffite Study Group
is to flourish, or even survive, in these poor economic times.

The LSG needs a shot in the arm - new members, new sources
of funding, new ideas. Your active support is needed now!

Respect fu II y,
Robert C. Vogel
LSG Executive Board

Back Issues of the
Life and TimeS of Jean
Laffite may be ordered
from Robert Vogel, 6971
Homestead Ave. s.,
Cottage Grove, Minn.
55016.

The following back
issues are available:

1976 No.2, containing
"Southern Barataria In
the Era of Jean Laffite"
by Frederick J. Stlelow
••••••• $3

1980 No.5, with
"Contemporary Des
criptions of Jean
La ff I te" by John L•

Postage and handling
should be added.



There Is some evidence that Jean
Lafitte was Inside JaCkson's Chalmette
line about noon Jan. B, but he wasn't
ther~ during the fighting, which started
at sunrise and was over by 8:30 a.m.
Accordingly, Lafitte's battlefield
exploit in the movie is purely imaginary.

But his Baratcrians were there, at
least some if them, under the I~adership

of Dominique You, who handled an arti 1
lery battery superbly. And, what's more
important, Lafitte supplied much needed
flints and powder for JaCkson's infantry.
Jackson, himself, Is witness to this,
for he wrote of Lafitte's offer to
join the Americans:

"I was advised that the Baratarians
had flints and some arms, and were wil ling
to surrender themselves and all their
supplies on condition of promise of pardon
on good conduct. I directed Mr. Livingston
my voluntary aid, to accept them, and give
the pledge."
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door to New Orleans, Lafitte Is enter
taining his guests at a dinner eaten out
c,f sol id gold plates. These are probably
the same gold plates that Valcour Alme
tossed into the Mississippi River after
serving the future King Louis Phil Ilpe,
except that Valcour Aime was no dope
and wouldn't have throNn any gold Into
the river, and besides he was only three
or four years old when he Is supposed to
have served Louis Phil ippe. I insert this
to show that all cock-and-bul I stories
about Louisiana history are not perper
trated by Cecil B. De/Ai lie.

As for Jean Laf itte's part in the
Battle of New Orleans, the facts seem to
be that r,en. Jackson sent him to a place
cal led the Temple, a shel I mound on
Bayou Barataria, to defend the back door
to the city. Jean's brother Pierre, who
does not co~e into the movie, was sent
across the river to help the faltering
Americans under General Morgan.----------------------------------------
JLNHP Get~

%.pptOpliation
James Isenogle, superinten

dent of the Jean Lafitte National
Historical Park, reports that on
Dec. 30, 1982, President Reagan
signed into law an appropriation
bill for the U.S. Department of
the Interior which included $2.5
million for land acquisition and
$2.171 million for development
in the JLNHP.

The Delta Region Preserva
tion Commission, headed by
chairman Fritz Wagner, is present
ly stUdying planned development
of the park in relation to the
new funding and is interested
in pUblic input. Persons with
comments and suggestions may
write to the Delta Region Preserv
ation Commission c/o Jean Lafitte
National Historical Park, c/o
Municipal Auditorium, 1201 St.
Peter Street, New Orleans, LA
70116.

To give an idea of develop
ment costs, total cost of impro
ving the JLNHP's Barataria Unit
is estimated at $3,926,000 in the
park's developmental concept plan.
This includes nature trails,
canoe put-ins, parking, an amphi
theater, picnic areas and bridges.
********************************

TRIVIA: In the 1958 movie,
"The Buccaneer," who said the
following:

"Death! Hah! When it comes •••
spit in its eye!" (Answer in next
issue)
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The 1982 Louisiana
Legislature approved
$11 million for the
planning, design and
construction of a new
State Archives building,
construction to begin
In spring or summer,
1983. The new si te will
be on Essen Lane, just
south of 1-12, In Baton
Rouge.

NEW BUILDING PLANNED

With a 9O-degree
quadrant and crosshalr
sight, this 1810-dated
brass object could have
been used at the Battle
Qf New Orleans. Can you
Identify It?

Dr. De Grummond,
whose previous works
include The Baratari
ans and the Battle of
New Orleans, has com-
menced work on an exam
ination of the career
of Simon Bolivar.

LSG MEETING PLANNED

The Laffite Study
Group Board of Directors
Is considering a meeting
of the general member
ship sometime in the
spring of 1983. An in
formal gathering of
Lafflte aficionados is
being planned to coincide
with the annual LouIsi
ana Historical Associa-t
tlon meetIngs, to be
held at Hammond, La., on
March 24-26. The Study
Group also Is consider
Ing a role In Lake
Charles' annual festi
val, Contraband Days,
scheduled to run from
April 26 to May 8,1983.
The Buccaneer Group of
Lake Charles has offered
to award a prize to the
best paper or research
material on Jean Lafflte
during the celebration.
Input from the LSG mem
bership is needed on this.
Either Robert Vogel or
Sir Jack D.L. Holmes
should be contacted.

BELUCHE BOOK DUE SOON
Dr. Jane L. De

Grummond, Professor
Emeritus of History
at Louisiana State
University, reports that
her long-awaited bio
graphy of Renato Beluche
Is completed and will
be pUblished by the
LSU Press in April, 1983.
One of the expert gunners
at the Battle of New
Orleans, Beluche later
became a general and star
leader of Simon Bo
livar's Pacific Squa
dron of Colombia.

PR IVA TEER ING COM'il1 SS IONS
PROPOSED SOLUTION FOR
DRUG SMUGGLING PROBLEM

A letter to the editor
published In the Tulsa
World newspaper In Decem
ber, 19B2, offers a twist
on an old Idea as a solu
tion to the ever-growing
drug smuggling problem:

"I have a very inter
esting solution to the
problem of illegal drugs
being smuggled Into the
United States on the high
seas. Rather than Involve
a huge number of federal
men and perhaps U.S. Navy
ships, why doesn't the
U.S. Congress authorize
a force of government
sponsored privateers?
Article 1, Section 8, of
the U.S. Constitution
gives Congress the power
'to declare war, grant
letters of Marque and Re
prisal and make rules
concerning captures on
land and water.'

I am sure there are
quite a few former U.S.
servicemen who would love
the chance for a bit of
action, and a chance to
help the country. Pay
these people" 50 percent
of the value of the Il
legal drugs they Intercept
and 75 to 100 prIvateers
could probably clear the
sea lanes of drug smug~

glers in less than a yearl
This is a war we are

in, and the drug people
are using their own rules
to fight it - and us. Can
the people of the United
States afford to play fair
against people like these?

David ~ead, Tulsa
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Founded In 1975 by Robert C. Vogel,
the Laffite Study Group is a non-profit
educational organization which aims to
promote research and the dissemination
of knowledge about Jean Laffite. Primary
focus of interest Is Jean Laff Ite's
role in American history, folklore and
literature. The LSG also concerns It
self with aspects of United States and
Latin American history which had a
definite bearing on Laffite's life and
times: piracy and prlvateering in the

"Gulf of Mexico and western Caribbean,
Anglo-American fil ibustering, the
activities of republican insurgents
in the Spanish dominions, the War of
1812 in the southeastern United States,
etc.

The LSG invites all interested
persons to join the group. Memberships
include subscriptions to the Ljfe and
Times of Jean Laffite, a collection of
papers pUbl ished irregularly, and the
quarterly Laffite Study Group Newsletter.

Rates are $10 for individuals; $10
for Institutions; $40 for sustaining
members, and $200.for life memberships.

• On life memberships, if appl ication
is made before June 1, 1983, a discount
rate of $100 is offered.

Checks should be made payable to
The Laffite Study Group and should be
sent to John L. Howells, Secretary
Treasurer, 2570 Kevin Lane, Houston,
Texas 77043.

Andrew Jackson
Maj. Gen'l Commanding

PROOF OF LAF"ITE'S
BATTLF SERVICE

The fol lowing is an excerpt
from a letter to Mojor Reynolds from
General Andrew Jackson, dated D~c. 22,
1814. Jackson instructs Maj. Reynolds
to proceed to the Temple, a shell
mound near Bayou ?t. Denis.

"On your arrival you wil I please
fortify yourself at the Point of the
Temple, two sixes and a nine pounder
wi II be sent t, you with a reinforce
ment and if possible a chain to be put
across the 8ayou be Iow t he Temp lew it h
in half cannon shot.

Mr. Jean Lafitte has offered me
his services to go down and give you
every information in his power you wll I
therefore please to afford him the ne
cessary protection from injury and in-
su I t and when you have ded ved the in for
mation you wish furnish him with your
passport for his return dismissing him
as soon as possible as I shal I want
him here."

Signed

THREATENED SUIT
FA ILED TO STOP SHOW

I
I
I

The premiere of the 1958 "The I
Buccaneer" in New Orleans drew a
very vocal protest from a descendant I
of Will iam C.C. Claiborne, Henri de' I
81atheir Claiborne, then a retired I
US Navy captain in Center Cross, Va. I

The great-grandson of the former I
Louisiana governor threatened to sue I
Paramount Pictures and the Saenger I
theater in New Orleans if they showed I
the film.

According to a New Orleans I
Times Picayune article dated I
Dec. 8, 1958, Henri Claiborne I
said it was "offensive to ordinary I
decency, to brazenly make false use I
in a motion picture of this distin- I
guished name (Claiborne}, and attri- I
bute to him the propagation of a I
daughter whOse legitimacy is not I
borne out by widely known family
records, and furthermore to repre- I
sent such offspring as devoid of I
the ord i nary sens i ':> iii ties of I
fili,,1 devotion and obllgatioc in I
accepting a marital engagement to Ia man who in the eyes of Gov. .. ,

Claiborne was of criminal habits." I DEADLINE FOR THE SU~'MER LSG NE.WS-
The film, as planned, premiered LETTER IS APRIL 30. SEND SUBMISSIONS I

at the Saenger theater on Dec. 11, I TO PAM KEYES, 320 "I" N.W., MIAMI, I
1958, without incident. I OK 74354. I
-----------------_._------------ 1


